Cst. L. Martin being ferried to safety

Conditions were not imprm‘ing as the
day wore on. Numerous evacuations
were carried out before the plwhr of
residents had reached the critically dan-
gerous stage. Just before noon a call

came In ICP()IUI](T a situation which was
to cause a lnng pcnud of Jl]\lct_\ for all
concerned.

The rising flood had been spreading
south, and a watchful neighbor reported
that a Mrs. Worianko and her nine-year-
old daughter Kathleen were marooned
in their house nearby. Mr. Bruce again
volunteered his services, and setting out
in his boat from the closest v antage point,
he and Constables Millhouse and L.
Martin struggled to move in close to the
house. The pace of th nlxhino waters
was now so great that it was lmpuwl)]c

to manoeuvre to within less than 50 feet.
Several lengths of rope had been brought

along and the rescuers now put it . to

g‘(md use.
The roaring stream, filled with swirl-
ing logs, trees and other debris, pn.\cd a

menace to the safety of the three men
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his long ordeal in the Alouette flood.

in a small craft, and as they inched their
way nearer the life-line was
5tr(mg to the trees which dotted the area.
\‘n\'inﬂ‘ in as close as the torrent would
allow, a rope was thrown and L.Ill“ht by
Mrs. Worianko, who was given shouted
instructions to round her
daughter Kathleen. Kathleen was ordered
to jump from the veranda, and was safely
caught by Millhouse who had taken up
a strategic down-stream. The
manoeuvre was l'cpc;lrcd with her mother.
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The tiny boat was now
but it offered the only means
feeling their way nl}mg the

‘men mughr
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crowded,
of escape;
tenuous life-line, the three
to get into the safety of calmer
This was a most difficult operation. A
small attached to the life-line
seemed to hclp. but a sudden surge
whipped the craft around, the
Millhouse’s arm,

water.
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five were tumbled into the

In the next few awful seconds Martin

took in as much as he could of what was



