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August 3, 1898,

BIBLE LESSON.
Abridged from Peloubets’ Notes.

Second Quarter,
THE SHUNAMMITE'S SON.

Lesson VII. August 14.—2 Kings 4:25-37.
Read the Chapter. Commit Verses 32-15.

GoLpeN TrXT,

Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he
shall sustain thee, Pas, 55: 22.

RXPLANATORY.

Sickneds and Sorrow in the Home. (1)
Sickness often leads men to see both A:h
world, and the world, and eternal
things in & mew and truer light, Many,
like Jucob, from a w of in the
night of sorrow, ve seen vislons of
nuve:d‘nhd of their g::’h« lnl: :l‘:n
received the nisssages s an ve
hrought. Countlessstars, invisible by day,
shine upotr us im the uight. (2) Sickness
and sorrow help us to mlhiu with
others snd fit us for the bi wiinistty of
comforting apd helping others. (3) Hy
the vgim of our love for our
sick & ing children we gain comfort
from omr }{cmly Father, who loves us,
his children, more than we can possibly
love our children. We mean only good to
them ; therefore he can mean only good to
us

Immediately the mother sets out to find
Klisha at Mount Carmel, sixteen or seven-
teen miles distant, Probably he lived near
the scene of Elijah's sacrifige.

25. THE MAN OF GOD SAW HER AFAR
o¥r. From his hilltop, looking down into
the valley.

26. RUN Now, KElisha knew that only
some matfer of great importance “could
bring the woman there. I8 IT WELL WITH
THEE? Hebrew, ‘I8 it peace to thee?”
AND SHE ANSWERED, IT 18 WRLL. She
said but one word, *‘ Peace.”” The cautious
mother wishes to have no words with the
servant ; it is his master that she is in
quest of.

27. SHR CAUGHT HIM BY THE FERT,
etc. The falling down, clasping the feet,
etc., are actions witnessed every day in the
Fast. I have had this done to me often
before 1 could prevent it. GERAZI CAME
NEAR TO THRUST HER AWAY: Deeming
her importunity excessive, or such liberties
benedth his master’s dignity, just as the
disciples. tried to drive away the mothers
who brought their children to Jesus. TBE
LORD HATH HID IT FROM ME, His prayer
for light had not been answered. Often
the Lord had told him what was coming ;
but in this case he let him learn from the
suppliant herself, as the best way for both.

28. DID I DESIRE A SON? Did Iask the
favor? Was it not sext freely? Why,
then, does the same power take it from me?
She did not say, but implied that her son
was dead. She conld yel ize that

‘“'Tis better to have loved and lost

Than fiever to have loved at all.”’

2y. THREN HE SAID T0 GEEAzI. His
attendant. GIRD UP THY LOINS. In
preparation for a journey.  TARKR MY
STAFF. His pmphﬂi:-nz the symbol of
bis authority, I¥ THOU MREET ANV MAN,
SALUTE HIM NOT. The Jewish salutations,
like those common in the Orient today,
were elaborately formal, and occupied 0
much time ss to be & serious hindrance
when there was resson for haste. It is
said that & complete formal salutation
between two persons may comsume from
one to three hours, LAV MY STA¥F UPON
é'ul uhx‘l or 'r‘uhlhcuu.nw In expectation
that  through the c power
would go forth and restore the child. He
may have thought that the child was not
really dead (v. 32).

. 1 WILL NOY LRAVE THEX, She had
great faith in Hiisha, but lttle in his staff.
he wanted his presence, his personal sym-
pathy and aid. Perbage she kuew more
sbout Gehaxi's character than did Hlisha
himaelf

V. AND LAID THE STAFY , .. . BUY
THERE WAS NRITHER VOICK, NOR HEAR-
ING.' His misslon was & failure. The
wrong man was behind the stafl, It was

the who to the staff,
xlrwm. ﬂ':w”':'m is of no
sccount uniess the source of electricity is
bebind it, It fails, too, if in dome part
there is & bad conductor. Gehazi's -Elx‘il
was & bad conductor of the Spirit of Life.
33. HE wENT IN THEREFORE, AND
s‘m!'r THE DOOR UPON THEM TWAIN.
Perhaps Wimeelf apd the mother; more
probably himself and only the dead boy. He
{:."!ed n secret, and his Father rewarded
im openly, In secret he could best com-
mune wi
the angel alone in the night. AND PRAVED
UNTO THE LORD, . ‘‘ The effectual fervent
prayer of a which ' avail-
eth much.”’ “The
g:at deeds to

and |

S

God. 8o Jacob wrestled: with

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
# The Sunday School «

into -close communion with God. (:z

Prayer answered leads to a realization of

the fact that the good gift comes from God.

(3) The value of the giftis enhanced by

the earnest seeking. (4) Thus faith, and

love, and patience, and spiritual life are
d, and the ch: bled.

34. AND HE WENT UP, AND LAY UPON
THE CHILD, etc, He used whatever means
were in his power, though the meansalone
could never have brought the child to life.
So James tells the elders who pray with the
sick, to also anoint him with oil, one of the
commoner remedies of the day. So Christ
sometimes used means as the channel of
his healing power.

35. HE RETURNKED, AND WALKED IN
THR HOUSK TO AND FRO. There had been
signs of life in the flesh of the child becom-
ing warm. But there was a great struggle
of faith in the prophet. This wasa new
experience of what the Lord might do
through him, and he could not know the
Lord’s will at once. THRE CHILD SNRKZRD
SEVEN TIMKS. AND , . OPENED H18
RVYES. These were the first acts of restored
respiration, and they aredescribed as suc-
cessive steps.

36, TAKR UP THY SON. Compare Elijah's
action (1 Kings 17:23) and our blessed
Lord's (Luke 7: 15).

37. SHR . , . PRLL AT HI1S FEET. The
first impulse, even before taking up her
son. She was full of gratitude for the great
blessing.

Some Practical Lessons.—1. A prophet's
chamber isa blessing to every house and
to every heart. It is like the ark in the
Louse of Obed Edom, bringing a perpetual
blessing, It brings to the home a religious
and intellectual atmosphere, which does
more for the training of character, more for
the transfiguring the home labors aud joys,
than any direct instruction can accomplish.

2. It makes all the difference in the
world whether the prophet or Gehazi is
behind the staff. The best thiog ina ser-
mon 18 the man behind it. The most im-
Rﬂant lhini in tuchin; is the teacher.

e French king said, ‘‘I am the state.”
Very largely the preacher must say, ‘I am

e sermon,”’ and the teacher, *‘I am the
lesson.”” 3

3. Have we dead souls under our care?
We must put our living souls to them,
mouth to mouth, eye to eye, heart to heart.
That is not enough ; we must pray mightily.
The work is too great for us. They are
too dead to be revived by our life. As the
mother prayed to Elisha (v. 30) must we

ray to god The highest work of a teacher
1s not to walk around giving out good

Let us all, who desire to avoid gout,
rheumatism and dyspepsia, shun ale, beer,
porter, stout, and other kinds of fer-
mented and distj liquors.—Dr. Norman
Kerr,

The statement is made that alcoholic
candy is largely ‘sold in Manchester and
other English towns. Itis said to be im-
ported from Germany, and au analyst
declares that it contains proportionately as
wmuch alcohol as does beer.

Sale of intoxicating liquors is probibited
throughout the entire Congo Free State,
with the exception of certain districts west
of the Inkissi, on the Lower Cougo, where
trade was established long before the
Congo Free State was in existence,

Last week in a certain Pennsylvania
community three men are kuown to have
died as the result of theif love for strong
drink. Two were ground to pieces. on the
railroad track while the third had simply
come to the end of his vital resources and
gave up the'struggle for life.— Penunsylvania
Commonwealth.

x w
NEARLY DISCOURAGED

The Experience of Mr. Ralph Giberson,
Who Suffered Greatly From General
Debility.

From the Advertiser, Hartland, N. B.

Ralph Giberson, postmaster at Monquart,
Carleton Co., N. B, is also known as a
rosperous agriculturist and an enthusiast
in his line. Now stalwart and rugged,
weighing 250 pounds, he scarce wmﬁ be
recognized as the man who six months nﬁ'u
was the picture of one suffering the terrible
symptoms of general debility. He was
jun _down in health, suffered much from
dizzi almost blind , general dull-
ness and depression of spirits. He had a
goo( appetite and such food as he ate gave

im great distress. He was incapacitated
for the work that fell upon him and was
well nig: utterly discouraged. The symp-
toms bordered on to those by which
hypochondria is manifested. Through
reading the Advertiser he learned of the
] & ticular benefit that several of his friends
in this vicivity had received by the use of
Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills, and by the ho
held out by their testimonials he secured a
supply and took them according to direc-
tions. The result was almost magical;

as a flower does perfume. He must first
et the blessing himself before he can give.
ven Elijah's mantle is not enough for all
time, nor for the greatest deeds.

Illustration. How suddenly the electric
light darkens if the conmection with the
dynamo is broken! [ was in an electric
car one day, and it quickly stopped. The
conductor looked up to the wire, and said,
‘* Lost the power.””  Ah, how true! There
was plenty in the wire above, but the up-
reached finger did nottouch it. How dead
we were in all matters pertaining to
gress ! A touch, the power came, and we
were off again.

4. Our hearts are God's highways
through which he sends his blessings to
other men. God reaches men through
men ; through human experience and love,
the power of the Spiiit touches other
hearts. When God would revive his work
among his people, when he would have a
great reformation, when he would comfort
the mourner, and deliver men from the pit
of destruction, and bring them into bis
kingdom, it is almost always through
human hearts, This is one of the greatest
blessings God bestows upon his children
that their hearts may be his highways

§. We often send a dollar to the poor,
when what they most need is our sympathy
and love, The money should express the
beart.

6. Dr. Maclaren suggests that ‘‘ the day
will come, not here, but in the upper
chamber, when parted ones shall clasp
each other again; and many a mourner
shall hear Jesus say from the throne what
he ooce said from, the cross, ' Woman, be-
hold thy son ; so, behold thy mother.’”

« * &

Notes of Reform.

Gov. Black, of New York, has signed a
bill to probibit the sale of liquor in depart-
ment stores,

Ninety-two per cent. of our crime is the
result of intoxicating liquors.—Christian
Work.

The saloons in New Vork city are giving
free drinks to anyone wearing a uniform
of the United States navy or army.—Union
Signal.

Friends of temperance in Scotland are
Jubildiit over the fact that the duke of Fife
is refudlhg to grent sites for distilleries on

£
_ his estated,

i diately his symp o to be-
come less disagreeable, and he steadily
gained until now he is perfectly free from
his old troubles. He gladly and freely
gives this testimonial, that all who may
read it may know the remedy if ever they
are troubled with general debility.

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills cure by going to
the root of the disease. They renew and
build up the blood, and strengthen the
nerves, thus driving disease from the
systenr. The genuine can only be had in
boxes, the wrapper around which bears

©- | the full trade mark, * Dr. Williams’ Pink

Pills for Pale People.’”
* A & %

The first shipments of the new war bonds
were made from Washington Monday.
They consisted of one thousand bonds of
$20 each and one thousand bonds of fs00
each. There are about 300,000 rsons to
whom bonds will be alloted and forwarded
in due course by express.

PR

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
TO AGENTS!

“THE LIFE AND PUBLIC SERVICES
of HON. WM. E. GLADSTONE.”

by the distingnished author, D. M. KELSRY,
is now ready, and we are prepared to fill
orders for any quantity on receipt of advice.
This book is a lai
over 500 pages, illustrated with 125 por-
traits and scenes, and by comparison will
be found to be the most complete and
valuable Biography of Gladstone published.
It covers the whole story of his life's work,
including his f ipeeches, orations,
anecdotes, ete. It also conains a historical
record of the great perplexing questions
which Mr, Gladstone undertook to selve.
Price to subscribers $1.50 in cloth, marbled
edges, and $2.25 in morocco, gilt. Each
subscriber is presented with a large photo-
type engraving of Mr. Gladstone, saitable
for framing.
B-ACTIVE CANVASSERS WANTED NOW.
Best terms guaranteed to those who act
at once. One of the best selling books we
ever had., Sample prospectus y, cir-
culars, and full particularg’ mailed on
receipt of 10 three cent ge

handsome volume of |,

| (491) 11

A YOUNG
GIRL'S ESCAPE.

Saved from being a Nervous Wreck
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Cruel Consumption Can be Cured.

Most prle believe that consumption is
incurable. Not so with that eminent
scientist and chemist, Dr. Slocum, who
stretches out the hand of help to those
who suffer from this king of diseases and
the kindred evils that belong to the con-
sumptive family. Heretofore, wealth has
been a 'y part o ption cure,
wealth to take you to far distant climes
and expensive sanatorinms, but now, under
the Slocum Cure, all have an even chance
to be saved from the ¢lutch of consumption,
la grippe, lung or throat troubles. The
Slocum Cure builds up the tired ‘and worn
out bodies of those who suffer. It drives
out the germs that are living on the vital
strength. It makes rich, , rosy blood ;
and rich blood means health and stre: o
The Slocum Cure is fully explained ina
pamphlet ining many testi ials,
and will be sent to all persons suffering
from conmmlrdon. lung or throat trouble,
eral debility or ng away,with three
ree sample bottles of this remarkable cure,
Just send you name, full address and
express office to the T, A. Slocum  Co.,
Limited, 186 Adelaide Street West, Toronto,
and ion the M AND VisI-
TOR, and the free samples will be sent to
you at once. Don’t delay, but give it a
trial.
Persons in Canada seeing Slocum’s free
offer in American and English papers will
please send to Toronto for free samples.

To Builders

o

If you are wanting inside
finishing send for our
Catalogue. It shows all
kinds of Mouldings,
Doors, Mantels, Stair
work, ete.

All new designs.

A.CHRISTIE WOO0D WORKING Co.
OITY ROAD, 8T. JOHN. N. B.

THE LIFE OF
J. M.Cramp,D.D.

Late President Acadia College
—BY— ¥

REV. T. A. HIGGINS, D. D.
i vt -

Il

Mailed Free.

the book have been ordered.
charges prTid on all orders of over 30
copies. Address ‘
R. A, H. MORROW, Publisher,
69 Garden! Street, St, Jobun, N, By

which will be returned when 10 corpiea'oi
reight

of nearly four hun-
dred pages, This two dollar book will be
sent to auny in Canada for the
small sunt of sixty-two cents ; and to the
United States for seventy-two cents.
Address: REV. A. C. CHUTE,
Halifax, Nova Scotin:
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