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0N CONDITIONS

plpymernt conditions in Montreal,
spngiderably better this symmer |
ey were last winter, are still
eh tighter than they were at

il "me last yes aceording to
¢ Ainey, superintendent of the
ial Employment -Bureau Mz, !

ho is favorably known to the |

‘ot has made a deep and ex-|

3 study of vouhtmm- as they |
resent among all trades and |
f working people, statés that |

wre generally in very bad -hnpe‘
as the worker is coneerned, yet | |
ves that pessimism is mot im |

% ax they might bé in & eonsider-
#agre unpleasant eondition. There |
eertainly a greater number ot,
yed of all classes coming to ||
r," ywineial Employment Hun-nul
r than for many years past|
sumimertime, said Mr. Ainey
ifruu comprise both men
n " of ‘the skilled and un
The lumber camps,
An former years took a large
§ of men a» bushmen, team
- unskilled labor, had not yet |
!{l commenced operations, leav
-ul'c surplus who had relied on

’-n work.

oyment was not, he eom
t fned to any one particular |
M8 agh some trades were very
Sier in this respeet than
P""‘]olhxnx workers, boot lndl
88 Datives, and allied tuden
a more forutnate position
for” workers, though there was |
;"' eal of hardship in these |
Tra®® Many employers had
tio ¥ factories going during the |
."} the hope that things would |
in the spring, but on their |
“ ling to materialize, had to|
staffs they had striven to |
witPther. |
"P nd general metal workers |

(were & very hard w"-- i seetion, he

| finate figures on the amount of un
| employment in the eity.

k
thought. This condition was cauvsed
by the stagnation in the bullding |
tradé, which also naturally threw into
unemployment s very large additional
number of artisans and unskilled.
The hoped for brightening up in this
line had not taken place, though un
doubtedly the few building proposi
tions ‘now on hand had helped.t6 a
eertaiu extemnt.

I would like to say there was hope
for improvement in, the fall,’’ said|
Mr. Ainey, ‘*but I am afraid that
have no grounds for deing se. (

surge, the harvest in the West will}
sttract a certain number, but very|
many wen will not have the nv-vvﬂ%lr}'&
money to go, while others, married, |
may ‘be able to go themselves, but
will not wish to leave their families
behind. The lumber camps up-»n up
operations about the end of August,
awil a very great 4..1 ndedd depends
on these eamps doing so. The har
bor, which uf»m;rhl a number last
spring, will throw practically as many
on the out-of work list when it closes
this year.’’

Mr. Ainey would not givé any de

¥

His ufﬁwc[
was not in a position to speak with |
definiteness on _the < number out of |
work, he said, " as many never came |

| near it at all They registered ut,

their unions as wanting jobs and when |
employers had need for a man they
applied there, The unions themselves |
were not as willing to give any figures
of the numbur of unemployed which
they had on their rolls, while many
men with a little money, or young
men in families, never registered any
where, but just waited in hopes of |
their old job wakening up uglm \II|
these were factors which

Pyainst any even approximate nmuh.
of unemployed being arrived at, and |

for his part, Mr. Ainey said, he would ’ R

not attempt to give any.

Louis Guyon, Deputy Minister of
Labor, agreed with Mr. Ainey in huj
opinion that the labor situation was
bad. That it would probably grow
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ughout the world started at the bottom of
ladder. They climbed because they worked
saved—when opportunity ‘knocked they

STAR'I‘ AN

SAVINGS
e

$7,000,000

Total Assefs over $125,000,000,

213 Branches in Canada.

captains of industry

ACCOUNT

Reserve Fund $7,500,000.

| ral Government regarding the secur
|ing of four additional shipbuilding

{ the Baard of Comtrol-and other pub

worse in the winter he was sure anl‘
he advecated immediate aetion to help
avoid as moeh suffering as p«wmm»

To that end he stated that steps were

| heing ‘taken in the provineial employ
| ment serviee to obtain all data as re

gards employeérs and out-of -Wirk peo !
ple with a vikw to considering various
Hemes which had been suggested to
alleviate in some extent at
undoubted distress whick

n the winter

' TORONTO GONBIDERS
RELIEF MEASURES|

Mayvor Chureh, of Toronto, has for
warded a memorandum te the Board
of Control outlining a programme for
unemployment relief during the com
ing winter. ‘“The ecity -hparnnum-
and outside boards have beex” re
quested to prepare a statement show
ingwhat relief works ean be under
taken, and as to conditions of labor |
and rate of wages,’” he says. He has |
been. in communieation with the -Fede

orders, also in connection with going
on with the post office, drill hall, cus
toms house, harbor improvements aud
bridges to the island He qommuni
eated with the immigration and labor
departments as to further regulating

| immigration and preventing Toronto |

being a dumping ground fonjabor, and
also suggests advertisements in the )

| papers warning people not to come

heve for employment or relief,

He makes a number of further re
commendations for soldiers. If work |
cannot be got for thein, they should
be given some deferred pay by the
Government. He suggests that the
eity. during the fall and winter em
bark on the building of 1,000 cheap
houses for rent and selling purposes.
elief should be givey from only one
ageney, instead of seVeral, an effort
should be fade to have a start mude
on the Hydro Radials

‘T would recommend a meeting of

{ lie bodies be held on Tuesday, August

Oth, at 230 p.m. to form a ecitizens’
organization,”’ he concluded,

ST. JOHN SCOWMEN
IN DISPUTE|

The dispute between the Seowmen's
Union of 8t John and the loeal ship- |
pers still remains at a deadloek, One!
ofthe shippers said that they had of
fered the umion fifty eents an hnur”
with & minimum pay of two hours and |
a nine-hour day. He said that this|
offer had been refused. The differ
ence was on the question of whether
the wages should be paid by the day
or by the hour. Under the day
sehe an hour's work would entitle |
the men to a quarter of & day’s pay.
He said that the shippers were willing
to agree to those conditions. The
union offer, he said, was for an agree
ment ealling for $4.50 for a nine-hour
day, but, as this would inelude the
quarter of a day’s pay scheme it had
been rejeeted by ‘the shippers, He
said that all the men necessary would
be secured outside of the loeal union
if the offer of the shippers was not
aceepted shortly.
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{ing for almost an hour

\DEPUTATION TO
HYDRO COMMISSION

John Flet, organizer of th Ameri

work. The men were ion hand for
their interview, and were kept wait

| them impatient; and some of theim |

were actuslly talking of walking
away without seeing 'the commission,
when they were summoned into the
board room Mr. Flett made a sug-
gestion that thé press be admitted,

| but Sir Adam Beck blandly replied, |

‘Oh, we've got along very well with
out them before. Let them wait and
wi¥ll see them afterwards.’’

‘We made it plain,’’ said Mr.Flett,

after the conference, ‘‘that while we

regretted the Lx:\ ing off of 3,000 men |

as adding te the great army of idle|

{ men at this fime, we were not pro
| testing against ﬂ.m It is the eom
| mission’s busitess whether it lays off |

I or 1,00. But-we did object to the
men laid off being deseribed as slack
ers and rum-runners. That means
that means that -every man_ who i
Iaid uﬂ is being reflected on in an
ugly way, whether he deserves it or
hn(
! And we objected strongly to the
suggestion of '8 wage cut of 30 per
ent., for that is what a reductioh
ulhun to 35 cents an hour would mean.
We pointed out that prices of .perish-
able goods such as butter and eggs,
were going up again, while rents, fuel,
clothing, boots and shoes, ete., are

[ still high. They quoted wngw'pnd
! to labor in Niagara Falls, N.Y, /as

being lower than on our job but/ we
were able te show that the cost of

| tiving is mueh lower than on this side
{'of the line.

Matches, for instances,
are Six eents a box over there and 15

| eents here. And we told them that
{ labor Hid not wantigo be treated as a
|

commodipy to be dled-—on a level

with hogs.”’

The men slso de mun‘iel of the com
mission whether it pm;mnwl to make
the wage eut aperative gn phe fore
men -as well as the méchanies and
laborers. And they further remonded
the commission that emly last spring
the members of the legislature voted

mselves a salary inerease on the

of the imereased cost of living.
hvdro, contended Mr, Flett,
o pay high prices for its ma

terial. There had been little redue
tion. there. The dominion govern- |

ment had taxed it for its machinery.
Are the burdens of all to be placed on

‘labor?’’ he asked ‘‘We do not

want to be made the goat.’

Sir Adam suggestet that liviag
costs had greatly dropped, and in
stanced the great drop in the price
of potatoes in a year. He suggested
the basis of the MeAdoo award
whieh ealled for a 12 per gent. wage
eut.

“This is not a railway job, it is a
congtruetion job,’’ replied Mr. Flett,
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This made |

F'momhn is therefore mot very bright,

who contelided that the MeAdoo
award did nof properly apply here.

Both sides are to gatler dagy
fore the next conferemce.

' LONDON REPORTS !

| can Federation of Laber, lw:i the dep-|
i utation befoze the Hydro Commission
| whieh included delegates from all the
| trades represented in the big. eanal

The record number of 700 veterans |
are receiving trestment through the !
TD. 8. C. R. in this 'distriet, Col. B. G. |
Shannon, executive head of the Lon- |
don distriet, announced to the Free
| Press Saturday, Westmianster Hospi- |
tal, with 415 patients, is mearly filled |
now, while Byron Sanatoriem is car i
ing for between 170 and 150. The|
remainder of the 700 are seattered in
smaller hospitals at l'uvlph Kitchén-
| er and other centres, and 35 are ln ing
{ attended at their homes. ™

Unemployment is the greatest prob

{

lem before the department at the}

present time, aceording to the colonel,
| who states that it is becoming in-
| ereasingly - diffieult to piacé returned
l:n- n onee they are discharged from
{hospital. At the present time of the
year, whean edmlitions ought to be
{ quite favourable, it has been found |
impossible to find work for a pumber
’uf men, many of whom are quite ft.
| The vutlool for the coming winter

Serviee men who are disabled are
{the first for whem employment is
| sought, ‘as the others can often find
work  without assistance,”’ saill the
colonel. “‘There was a time when it
wag possible to get employment for
the partially disabled as well as the
physically fit. But not for many
mouths now have we been able to
meét the demand for work and this
forms the problem that is worrking us
now '’

Word has been received from Ot
tawa that the chaplain sérviees at
Westminster and Byron will be dis
pensed with on August 31 and that the
minigferial ejre of the men in these
twosinstitutione will -be takem ecare
of Dy the ministers of the city. The
latter took objection to this arrange
ment when it was first proposed, some
weeks ago, and petitioned the heads
of the various demominations to ap-
peal against what was termed an un-
| jast order. Since the petition was
forwardéd with a view to anticipa-
ting such action heing takem it is
deemegd unlikely that the order will
be rescinded at this date. The Min-
isterial Allianee will probably be ob-
liged to take over the chaplain ser-
| vices at an early date.
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