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THE WAR SITUATION.

“The London Times, admitting that
the Germansdin the last two days com-~
pelled the, further withdrawal of - the
British and French at several points on
the battle-front, remarks that in spite
&‘f this “the situation is probably better
than it seems.” The French yesterday,
By a sharp counter-attack drove for some
distance into the enemy’s flank in the
tegion of Noyon, and news of further
éperations there is awaited with keen in-
terest. The crisis of the battle is not yet
peached, for the Germans yesterday de-
veloped a new attack, east of ‘Arras, thus
Widening the front of their operations.
That their losses have been very. heavy
i8 universally asserted; and there seems
tio ground for fear that they will be able
E‘; strike as hard a blow anywhere as that
which™ carried them forward to  their
present position. The latest British of-
ficial report tends to restore confidence,
though heavy fighting is still in progress,
and we are told that “French reports
fully confirm' the favorable “indications
given by the British war office state-
‘nlent-”

« It is interesting to note. that a great
appeal is to be made in. NeW England to
get five thousand men to reinforee: the
Ganadians ‘at the front. “Today’s reports
indicate that the Canadians. may 'soon
take a vigorous part in the fighting. -

Ep—————

i THE FIGHT IS ON.

*The city of St. John is now to have
&n opportunity to readjust its relations
with the New Brunswick Power Com-
pany. The company’s appeal to the leg-
islature opens the door. If it hds a right
to ask for a change the city has the same
{ight. And in the readjustment some
yrongs may be righted. The citizens
believe they have been paying far too
Quch for theservice rendered by the
cpmpany, and that the power company
bs for years been receiving far more
gnn a fair return upon capital invested:
Phis belief is confirmed by the Macin-
tyre report. The old company got more
than a fair return, and now the new
company is reaching after more. This
is the -city’s opportunity to get justice.

The action now to be taken at Fred-
ericton should settle for all time in this

_province the question whether a little
group of gentlemen who want to make
a' million or two can do it by getting
control of a public utility, watering its
stock, increasing its rates, and putting
2 perpetual charge upon the people who
must use the service.” The legislature
should now establish the prihclple of
municipal control of utilities which use
the streets and operate by virtue of a
civie franchise granted to those by whom
they are operated.. A public utility is
the last thing that should be exploited
for the enrichment of private individuals.
It should pay a fair profit, and not a
dollar more, and the city or town where
it is operated should have legal auth-
ority to find out at any time whether
more than a fair profit is being exacted.
One result of any legislation at Frederic-
ton altering the relations of the city and
the power company should be such a
measure of municipal control as would
forever prevent watering of stock, exor-
bitant charges or inadequate serviee.

As a beginning it is of course neces-
sary to get the whole story of the old
company and the new, the negotiations,
the financial transactions from start to
finish, and all the information which

- Auditor Macintyre was not permitted to
get.  In view of its experience and of
the Macintyre report, the city will cer-
tainly not accept any assurance or es-
timates given by the company. They
will be challenged and a complete and
impartial investigation and exposure de-
manded. That is the first step.

It will be noted that the company’s
bill was not introduced by a St. John
member of the legislature, but by Mr.
Pinder of York, who acted in behalf of
Mr. Dicksph of Kings. Having arrived
by that roundabout course, it is now be-
fore the house, and it is up to the city
to take full advantage of the opportunity
to bring about a complete readjustment
of relations and a new chartér safe-
guarding the. rights of the city before
that watered stock ‘is made a perpetual
charge on the community.

ST. JOHNNOT ALONE.

Having observed that the New Bruns-
wick Power Company was able to get an
incregse in gas rates sanctioned by the
Public Utllities Cbmmlsaion; the -Monc+
ton Tramways, Electricity and Gas Com-
pany, expresses a desire to have the
tramways as well as the gas rates
brought under control of the Commis-
sion. The company explains that it is
preferable to deal with the Publie Utilit-
jes Commission rather than with the
city council.

It may be further explained that the
company is seeking an increase in rates,
both for gas and street car service. Re-
garding the gas service the company
wants to inérease the price to fifty cents
a thousand feet for domestic and manu-
facturing use. The present price for
manufacturers is twenty-seven cents u
thousand and for domestic consumers
forty cents a thousand, with a 5 per cent
discount. The company could not make
£ny. change in the gas rates without the
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_consent of the public utilities’ commis=
sion. The tramways are governed by an
act of the legislature, The city council
has: asked for information in detail be-
fore dealing with the application. .One
of the aldermen remarked that if the
company. got what they were after now
they would want more later on.

Halifax also has a street railway prob-
lem. . The question of taking over the
plant of the Halifax Power Company
or seeking legislation to protect the city’s
interests was discussed this week by the
board of control. 1

It will thus be seen that St. John.Is
not the only city where the public
utilities problem has reached an acut!

stage. The people everywhere are wak-|-

ing up.
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE,

Until we have compulsory school at-
tendance in New Brunswick we will not
b‘e doing our duty to the echildren or|
giving them a fair start in life. On this
point the Toronto Star says:

“In some districts parents have fallen
into careless ways with regard to the
education of their children. They do
not take the trouble to send their boys
and girls, and what at first is only an
occasional absence soon grows -into a
habit “hard to overcome. The children
lose their great opportunity, and the
commaunity also suffers heavily, A visitor
called at a country school recently, and
found a capable teacher with only two
scholars. There were thirty-two names
on the roll, but 'the average attendance
was not more than ten. It costs as much
to educate two as thirty. With such a
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SPRING’S DRIVE.
Spring will shortly launch her drive!l
All the winter long she’s planned

How to set the fields alive,
How to free the frozen land.
Soon the trenches she will storm
With her gentle sun and rain,

And with mornings that are warm
She will win the world again.

From each field and hill and stream
She will drive the tyrant strong,

And hér cannonade will seem
Nothing but c robin’s song!

All her troops are marshaled now,
Keen and eager for the fray, »

And with blossoms round her brow
Spring will bravely lead the way.

Men may charge with shot and shell,
Men may curse and scatter #leath
Men may make. the world a hell.
But with perfume on her breath
And with blossoms in her hands
Spring shall wage a lovely strife
And to dead and frozen lands
Bring the.magic gifts of life.

Winter from his throne shall fall,
Every brook that seeks the sea

Shall awake at. springtime’s call
And resume its reverly.

There shall be no cries of pain
No dead eyes at God to stare,

Men shall find along her train
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The New York Cutnolic war fund had
reached a total of $3,128,489 on Monday
night, when the campaign officially
closed. Many of the parishes and other
organizations taking part in . the cam-
paign had not yet reported and it was
believed that when contributions from
all sources were counted the total would |
exceed by nearly a million dollars the |
goal of $2,600,000, which was the orig- |
inal object of the drive. i

The largest single contribution was
received on Monday. It was $100,000,
which was appropriated for the fund by
the John D. Rockefeller Foundation.
There were numerous other large -con-
tributions from Jews and Protestants,
who have received cordial thanks from
the Knights of Columbus and other
Catholic- organizations for their co-oper- |
ation, which has' added several hundred |
thousand dollars to the fund.

VISCOUNT JLLCOE OF SEAPK

(Correspondence Associated Press,)

o

| manufacturers, containing/d choice selec-

O.K. Fuse Lighter

Does away with matehes.” Just the thing for Cigar, Ciganthe
and Pipe Smokers. .

Send one to your soldier boy in the trenches. :
NO Liquids Required. Shows No Light. g d

Always ready. Can be lighted and will not blow out in th
strongest wind. ‘The harder the wind blows, the better it burns. .

. Price Complete; 35c.
- Extra Wicks, 5¢.Bach. Extra Sparkers, 3 for 10¢ " =
Sent postpaid to any part of Canada. - . -
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The Smack of Nuts
marks the éreamy bread
made with Eg Tour Flour—
Government Standard, Best
Manitoba Spring ““Wheat.
You’ll like it. Direet from
mill to consumer. ¢

. The Modern
Wall Finish

MURESCO covers more surface and covers it better than
any other material on the market. -

Because of the nature of its ingredients, is highly sanitary.

There is nothing in the composition of Muresco injurious
to kalsomine brushes.

MURESCO is made in white and sixteen colors and tints.
Packages contain 5 lbs.

Moore’s House Colors. All Colors for All Purposes.
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FOWLER MILLING COMPANY
‘Limited
Telephene West 8
e B ]

 WALL . PAPERS

We have just feceived our new stock
Wall Papers; we know we are offer-
ing the best valuyes in Canada. Prices
sci,L 10c.; 32, ¥5c.,, 18c, 20c., 25c, 30
ro

We are also taking orders from a
sample book from one of the leading

?f

tion of the most popular: pattérns.  Youl'

will find aalaty bedroomi-papers, beau-
tiful patlors, as well as stiart decorative
novelties for halls, dens, Hbraries and.
dining rooms in handsome plain effects,
particularly . “Textiles,” - “Lea¥herettes,”
and “Alligators” with their “ready cut™
borders that are so much in vogue at
present. Here is- your opportunity to

INQUEST BEGINS.
The preliminary session of the investi-
ation into the circumstances leading up
to the death of James Vanwart, of 87
Union street, who passed away a short
time after he had been placed in custody
by the dominion police under the M. S.

MeclIntyre, Frank Watson, Harry Nelson,
John J. Irvine, Joseph Ward and Chas,
Donald. The jury viewed the body at
the undertaking rooms after which ad-
journment was made for one week. Dr.
Hedden, superintendent of the General
Public Hospital, made a post-mortem
examination last night, the finding of

Easter Novelfies

Easter Chickens, Ducks, Birds,

3¢,y 20, -
Fancy Baskets, 8c, 30c, 32c., 35¢c, 22c.
Easter Booklets ....2c, 3¢, 5, 9c, 156

Eggs)

small class public funds are wasted. In
most rural districts there is no attend-
ance ofﬁcgr or only a nominal one, who
is expected to work without salary. This
neglect to appoint an official is due to
& false notion of economy. 8o far from
'being economical it means a great finan-

London, Feb. 28—Admiral Sir John
Jellicoe has taken the title of Viscount
Jellicoe of Scapa. :

The name Scapa is derived fron
Scapa Flow, which has been the prin-
cipal ‘home base of the British Grand
Fleet since the beginning of the war.
Scapa Flow is a great land-locked har-

ARNOLD’S
( Department Store )
90 Charlotte Street

A., was held in Brenan’s undertaking
parlors last evening by Coroner F. L.
Kenney. The empanelling of the jury

-were present, who will hear the evidence
4 of the -investigation at a future date:
{ George: H. - Waterbury, foreman; A. “A.

L

| was the first step. The following jurors|’

which will be made known at the next
session of the inquest.

Easter Post Caeds ~...... o0 3Gy 2645.60
Wholesale and Retail. =

Armald’s Department Store .

90 Charlotte St.

Ten thousand United States sailors on
vessels plying from . Pacific ports have
been granted wage ‘increases vatying
from 25 to-33 per-cent. .

bor in the midst of the Orkney Islands,
north of Scotland, and a twenty-four'
hours’ train journey from London. The
surrounding land is browh, bare, deso-|
late and treeless. There are ninety is-
lands in the Orkney group, of which:
sixty-two are uninhabited. y
Such was the place to which Jellicoe
brought his squadrons at the end: of
July, 1914, and 'the place te' which' he,

cial loss, for the school and the teacher
have to be paid for, even when there are
no scholars to teach. Illiterate children
éan “never develop into efficient ‘citizens.
They are a drag and a burden to the
more progressive element, and they are
ithe progenitors of the next generation of
poor and thriftless people. No eﬁ?rt,- retuonéd "aith ! the i hply |
therefore, should be spared to get ‘al | rest after JER i e e, for
! children into regular attendance in the K Sea. Scapa was the king:pin in the;

class-room. Trustees and publie spirited stri:élgieal:dispo'sition of | ‘the Allied |
' people should give attention to this very ?:l},xcogorc%e;g:;glgi ﬂtlge;?bre* Yme ‘that
{important matter.” .

The remarks of the Star are as ap-
i plicable to conditions in this province as |
|in° Ontario. The whole province should |
!have a compulsory attendance law. There !
'is an alarmingly large proportion of |
children going out into life without any
! more than the mere rudiments of an edu- !
cation. They are wholly unfitted for
ttheir life work. The conditions should
{be improved by compelling parents to
send their children to school. The man
who has no children pays school taxes
and the children for whom they are paid

should not be deprived of the benefit.

YOUR
Easter Shoes

THE WAR GARDENS.

Mr. Thomas Adams will give an il-|
lustrated talk on gardening next Wed- |
nesday evening in the court house, when l
the War Gardéns Association of this,
ety will be.formslly organized. Citi-
zens in all walks of life, both men and ;
women, who are thinking of doing some '
gardening this year—and surely we all;“
{are—should be personally interested in
| this meeting. |

Sir Robert Borden has issued an Eas-
ter call to the people of all Canada, urg-
ing the greatest possible food produc-
tion in view of a crisis “grave and ur-
gent beyond possibility of exaggeration.”
Canada must send enormously larger
supplies of wheat, beef, bacon and other |
food to England and France, To thisl
eénd we must raise substitute foods for
ourselves, and every little garden that
produces even a few vegetables will help.
The aggregate production of all the gar-
dens and vacant lots all over the coun-
try will be of such proportions as to in-
crease very substantially the general
food supply. To do this gardening is
to help the men overseas, and to help'
win the war. Every citizen should there-
fore join the War Gardens Association
| and encourage in a practical way the
.work of utilizing every available vacant
lot about the city.

|
|
|
|

We havé not neglected our Boys’,
Girls’ and Children’s , department
with new Spring footwear.

Girls’ Dull Calf, Box Calf, Vici,
and Patent in Laced and Button
Boots. :

Boys’ Dull Calf, Box Kip, and
‘Tans.

Boys’ Black and Tans with Neo-
lin soles.

Children's Kid, Patent, Dull Calf,
Tans and White,” in Button and
Laced Boots and Pumps. !

We sell “Pussy Foots” and “Hurl-
but Welts” for young children.

Send Your Mail Order.

FRANCIS & VAUGHAN

19 King Street

Tomorrow the Soldiers’ Comforts’ As-
sociation will be placed in a position to
continue its splendid work of sending
comforts to the men at the front. And
all the citizens will help. It is a very
practical way to show our appreciation
of the heroism of the Canadian soldiers
now locked in deadly strife with an en-
emy who would rob us of the hard-
won liberty we now enjoy.

® ® ® @

Addressing the convention of Sas-
katchewan maunicipalities recently, Hon.
George Longley said:—“Fvery acre ot
land that Is left unseeded this year is an
ald to autocracy and a hindrance to your
own troops fighting your battles at the
front.”

Foley's Stove Linings
THAT LAST

@ @ @
Make up your mind to join the War

Gardens Association. Food will win'the Den't "'f ine f";‘o.,':';," e

war,

‘he Perilin PeaceTalk "

T

In fighting the devil with fire we must take care not to burn our hands, or, as our fighting men
would say, “Be very careful when you use poison-gas, and look out for a shift of wind which may blow
it back into your own trenches.” - This is virtually the answer given by a notable array of leaders in the
United States and Britain and France to those who advocate a peace offensive to accompany our mili-
tary offensive; or think we should imitate Germany in stirring up discontent among enemy peoples;
of believe with Lord Lansdowne that some sort of negotiation with the enemy is possible; or hold
with some of our pacifists that the war may be hon orably ended without the complete and crushing
defeat of German military. power. The only way to deal with the “bandi” nation is “by overwhelm-

ingly superior force,” declares the Atlanta Journal,

while the Portland Oregonian, emphasizing the les-

son taught by Russia, says “that in a world which holds an undefeated Germany there can be no

peace.”

Read THE LITERARY DIGEST this week—March

this article the enlightened public opinion of the U
teresting articles in this number are:

Why Germany Delayed

30th number—and you will find in
nited States upon premature peace talk. Other in-

.

the Big Spring Offensive

Reasons Advanced By French and German Newspapers

Seizing the Dutch Ships

Saving Daylight to Beat the Kaiser
Japan’s Press on the Siberian Move
Does Poverty Kill Babies?
Electrified Goevrnment Railways
Using the Piano to Teach the Deaf

Arabs Destroy Priceless Books
The Most Alive of the Arts
The Farmer on the Battle-front
(Prepared by U. 8. Bureau of Education)
Denominationalism in Camp
News of Finance and Commerce

Many Striking Illustrations,

How Young America is Boyc

Empty benches are confronting the teachers of
(German all over the United States, despite the insis-
tence of school boards and school superintendents
that the scholars ought to learn the beauties of Teu-
tonic literature, war or no war. The pupils simply
won’t do it, it seems.

What Next in Russia?
Loafing is Now & Crime ;
Avstria Saddened by German Victories
Kaiser’s Brother-in-law ‘‘Strafes’’ President Wilson
A Herd of Albino Deer
Mismanagement of Our War-Work
Painting Battles From the Clouds
Etiquette for the National Anthem
School, Community, and Home Gardens
' (Prepared by the U. 8. Food Administration)
Testimony to American Morale
The Church’s Changed Situation
Best Current Poetry

Humorous and Educatiomal

otting the German Language

THE LITERARY DIGEST submitted an in-
quiry to more than 1,200 school superintendents, the
aim being to learn how widespread is the feeling
against teaching German in our schools. More than
1,100 replies have been received, and in -THE
LITERARY DIGEST for this week the results of
this intensely interesting investigation are showa.

March 30th Number on Sale To-day—All News-dealers—10 Cents

/ 'Tis a

7 Mark of

( Distinction to
Be a Reader of

The Literary
\.  Digest
L e

iterdry Diges

FUNK & WAGNALLS COMPANY (Publishers of the Famous NEW S8tandard Dictionary), NEW YORK!
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