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THE LAST OF

¢ THE BINGLINGS

Interesting Facts About Circuses%

Past and Present
(Toronto Mail and Empire.)

Some of our good newspaper friends
on the other side of the line resented a
recent remark in the Mail and Empire

~ sto'the general effect that being next
door to the United States had all the |

advantages and disadvantages of living
-next door to a circus.” To prove that we
think the advantages far outweigh the
disadyantages let us direct our minds o
circuses this morning, speaking from the
text supplied by the death of Alfred T.
Ringling. He was not old in years, but
was a veteran in achievement, for un-
‘oubtedly he and his brothers were the
« pgreatest circus men of the present gen-

eration. - There were seven of them who |

engaged in the circus business. They
bought up and absorbed Barnum’s and

Forepaugh’s, and today it is pfobable
that the circus that is left to the only .

surviving brothers, John and Charles, de-
serves more than any competing organ-

ization all the superlatives that Barnum'
invented forty years ago to apptise the

public of the merits of\ his attractions.
The Ringlings’ success in the circus busi-
ness was ppobably unequalled, and can
anyone point to such another great busi-
tiess that was built up by seven broth-
ers? We believe that if the seven Ring-
lings had chosen to exhibit themselves
they would have drawn larger crowds
than any of the competing attractions.
Barnum, the Showman. /
Barnum, of course, will be remem-
bered as the greatest showman in his-
tory, and as the author of some epi-

grams, the choicest of which®There’s a |

sucker born every minute” was not his
at all but the contribution to literature
of a man known as “Hungry Joe.” But

Barnum was not originally a circus |-

man. He was a speculator, and before
he hecame a showman had quite a rec-
ord of ups and downs in other busi-
nesses. He went into the show business
but because it promised to make him a
fortune, and the prbmise was well ful-
filled. The Ringlings went into the cir-
«us business because they were circus
riien. Each of the seven had had circus
experience in various departments be-
fore they joined forces in an organiza-
tion. It.is said that they were circus
men from their youth up, and that their
first performance given to other boys
demanded only pins as admission. It
is on record that they began by trading
a skiff, of which- they had tired, for a
pony, and it was thi®pony and the kin-
dergarten tricks they taught him com-
prised their first capital. Soon’they had
improved enough to ask for coppers in-
stead of pins, and from that day, as the
saying goes, they never looked back.
The Country Circus,

There are circuses today, scores of
them, traveling over the United States
and Canada which are never heard of
in the large citics. They work through
the country and the small towns mak-
ing profits for their owners and afford-
ing a living for an army of clowns and
other performers who lack that shade
of “class” th)\t would entitle them to
engagements ‘at the great hippodromes,
w as it often happens, young men who

. one day appear “before all the

ywned heads of Europe,” although a
n _ghty small tent would accommodate
all those crowned heads nowadays. The
Ringlings had one of thege gountry cir-
cuses long before they were heard of in
the great cities. In the ’80°s they had
what is called a wagon show, and as
it happened there was then a war rag-
ing among the great circuses the Ring-
lings profited by their tremendous ad-
vertising campaigns and steadily pros-
pered. The time came when they were
able to leave the middle west where
they had grown and thrived and invade
the east where the “big money” is sup-
posed to be and by thdt time they were
quite capable of meeting the giants of
the industry on equal terms;

A Team in the Family,

Indeed, they had no small adyantage.
In the first place there were seven of
them, and every one was an experienced
circus man, beside being shrewd, enter-
prising and energetic. What other cir-
cus proprietors had to employ other
men to do for them, as one newspaper
biographer remarks, the Ringlings were
able to. do for themselves. Each one
had a department in which he was quite
as expert as was the highest paid em-
ploye of any rival concern. They work-
:d together in perfect harmony, and
probably there was less grafting and
waste in the Ringling enterprises than
in any other great circus of their time.

In the days when the competition was |

keenest they made money, but it is nou
so sure that all their competitors did
So it came about in the course of years
as almost inevitable that one circus
should absorb the others, and those who
had watched the progress of the Ring-
lings were never in doubt which woula
be the eventual absorber and which the
absorbed. Thus it is that the names of
Barnum and Forepaugh-Sells, the iatier

. again a combination of two important
enterprises, survive only in smaller type
upon the billboards while that of the
Ringlings overshadows them.

Great Talents Required.

Few people pause to think of the tre-
mendous amount of business ability that
js required to make a circus a success.
For organization skill probably it can
teach a lesson to even the railroads or
the hotels, perhaps the most highly or-
ganized of businesses. Bad weather can
almost ruin a circus. The performers,
like other public stars, are a rather high
strung lot, and gyeat tact is necessary
in dealing with tHem. A few accidents
may mar a season’s work. The adver-
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" Many users of “ROYAL CORD” TIRES feel
there is some magic in these tires that makes
_ " them roll along for thousands of miles more
S than fabric tires; they do not understand the
R radical difference about the construction of

WY~ “ROYAL CORD”.

N In the so-called fabric tires, the carcass is made up of
layers of cross woven fabricc When these tires go into

action, the crossed threads see-saw against each other
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threads.

DOMINION INNER TUBES, in “RO

perfectly balanced

the

tires. ;
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DOMINION TIRES and ACCESSORIES

RUBBER SYSTEM BRANCHES and sold
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7 _ causing frictional heat, the worst enemy of long life for
a tire; and second, causing
. they touch each other.

tires to wear out where
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“ROYAL CORD” construction does away with the cross
“ROYAL CORD” TIRES are built, one layer
after another, of cords. In each layer, the cords lay side
- by side and run in the same direction. Each cord is
thoroughly impregnated with rubber and insulated with
rubber, so there is no direct contact of any one cord
with any other cord.

»

Each layer is placed at such an angle that when all are welded together in the
vulcanizer, the_y make a solid piece which it is impossible to pull or twist apart.

“ROYAL CORD” TIRES require an average of 5 pounds less air pressure
than fabric tires. This lower pressure makes them softer and much more
comfortable to ride on. They are practically non-skid—they prevent side-

slipping—are equally desirable for all four wheels; and experience shows
that they are the most economical tires you can use. :

YAL CORD” TIRES, give you

are distributed through DOMINION

by the Best Dealers throughout Canada.

.
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Dominion Tires are Dominion Rubber
System products—perfected by the same
organization making and distributing :—
“Dominion” Rubbers, “Fleet Foot” Shoes,
“Dominion Raynsters”, “Rinex” Soles,
“Dominion’”’ Belting, Hose and Packing,
“Dominion” Druggists’ Rubber Sundries, 2

STOP CATARRH! OPEN
NOSTRILS AND HEAD

Says Creama Applied in Nostrile
1 Relieves Head-Colds at Once.

It your nostrils are clogged and your
head is stuffed and you can’t breathe
freely because of a cold or catarrh, just
get a small bottle of Ely’s Cream Balm
at any drug store. Apply a little of this
fragrant, antiseptic cream into your nos-
trils and let it penetrate through every
air passage of your head, soothing and
healing the inflamed, swollen mucous
membrane and you get instant relief.,

Ah how good it feels. Your nostrils
are open, your head is clear, no more
hawking, snuffling, blowing; no more
headache, dryness. or struggling for
breath. Ely’: cream Balm is just what
sufferers from head colds and catarrh
peed. It’s a delight.

‘the hands of geniuses. For a long timé‘

circus owners were obliged to share.
some of the odium that attached to the |
disreputable or criminal element that
followed them for the sake of the
crowds. Of late they have had to pay\‘
tremendous license fees. They have had
to change their methods. But it speaks
well for the quality of the intelligence
and character that the business has ut-}
tracted that so many have prospered,
and that year after year the circus is
“put over,” and makes the most univer- |
sal appeal of any form of entertainment.
that has yet been devised. To have won !
supremacy in this exacting business i
sufficient epitaph for any man.

ENGLISH IN CHILEAN SCHOOLS.

New Educational Plans Put That Lan-
guage First.

In a recent lecture before the students
of Columbia University, the distinguish-

ed Chilian professor, Enrique Molina,

E3

took up the charge often made about the
Germanophilia of Chilians by stating
that aside from the army, where Chili
follows the example'of many countries
in adopting the German method, there
was no evidence of such German in-
fluence in our educational system. It is
true that we had some German profes-
sors of indisputable merit, as in the case
of the naturalist, Prof. Philippi; Dr.
Lenz, the linguist, and others, but apart
from fhis purely scientific influence, even
the popularity of the German language
has not increased among Chilian stu-
dents. For instance, some of the courses
in our medical school are taught in
French by Chilian and Italian professors.
Our engincering school has Belgian pro-
fessors, and in our high schools the
French language is compulsory, while
only 15 per cent of the students take up
German as the second foreign language,
and all the rest prefer the English.

A movement is now in progress to
give to the English language the first

tising part of the business must be in

-

place in our studies, as is already es-

tablished in our commercial schools and
the naval schools. In a recent convention
of the high school teachers, Dr. Galvez

led a movement with the purpose of ob-
taining uniformity in the national plans
for the teaching of foreign languages.
There is in existence a division in zones
by which English has been declared com-
pulsory in the northen provinces of
Chili, French in the central part, Ger-
man being limited to the three provinces
in the south.

According to the new plan English
should be the compulsory language for
the entire school system of the country.
The, resolution, passed as far back as
1912 in the Teachers’ Congress, was as
follows: “The National I'eaching Con-
gress declares that the English, French
and German languages are indispensable
to our complete culture in the order
given, for the teaching in high schools.”
One of the principal reasons for the
adoption of the new system is the pur-

pose of making more practical the work
of the schools, and as the congress ex-

pressly declared, to put ourselves on a
level with the general movement toward
Pan-Americanism.

LABOR AND TIME CLOCKS.

ting down on the working hours it has
become necessary to make every minute
count. Hundreds of factories which
used to work nine and ten hours are
now operating only 7% hours and eight
hours, with, in many cases, greatly in-
creased wages. Under the old hours
employes “punched” the time clock at
the entrance, after which they proces:q-
ed to the various departments. This
meant a delay of anywhere from two to
fifteen minutes, or a loss of that much

.

Now that so many industries are cut-

time to the employer. Since these short-
er hours have come ‘into effect time
clocks have been placed in the various
departments. In this way the hands are
obliged to be close to their work when
they register. The same thing . appiics
to the time saved when the employes a®:
leaving the building. One of the largest

time-clock manufacturers in this coun-|credits the increased business almost in
try states that its business for the month its entirety to the shorter hours of work
is 20 per cent. greater than in any prev- ;
jous month; even during the time in| To make the Victory Loan a success
which mupition factories were opening|is a national obligation. It may be that
up in almbst every locality. This firm|you are the deciding factor.

"Let us help you solve your merchan-

dising problems. It can be done with
Zouri Metal Store Fronts.




