
INTRODUCTION 7

the circumstances which led to its erection, and what

memorials of these circumstances it still retains. In other

cases it may derive its origin from some special monastic

body—Benedictine, Dominican, Franciscan—and may there-

fore be full of the peculiar symbolism and historical allusion

of the order who founded it. Wherever I have tc deal with

such a church, I try as far as possible to exhibit the effect

which its origin had upon its architecture and decoration

;

to trace the image of the patron saint in sculpture or stained

glass throughout the fabric ; and to set fo'-th the connexion

of the whole design with time and place, with order and

purpose. In short, instead of looking upon monuments of

the sort mainly as the product of this or thit architect, I

look upon them rather as material embodiments of the

spirit of the age— crystallizations, as it were, in stone and

bronze, in form and colour, of great popular enthusiasms.

By thus concentrating attention on whpit is essential and

important in a town, I hope to give in a comparatively short

space, though with inevitable conciseness, a fuller account

than is usually given of the chief architectural and monu-

mental works of the principal art-cities. In dealing with

Paris, for example, I shall have little to say about such

modern constructions as the Champs ^lysdes or the Eiffel

Tower ; still less, of course, about the Morgue, the Cata-

combs, the waxworks of the Mus^e Grdvin, and the celebrated

Excursion in the Paris Sewers. The space thus saved from

vulgar wonders I shall hope to devote to fuller explanation

of Notre-Dame and the Sainte Chapelle, of the mediaeval

carvings or tapestries of Cluny, and of the ^jictures or

sculptures in the galleries of the Louvre. Similarly in

Florence, whatever I save from description of the Cascine

and even of the beautiful Viale dei Colli (where explanation

is needless and word-painting superfluous), I shall give up

to the Bargello, the Uffizi, and the Pitti Palace. The passing

life of the moment does not enter into mv plan ; I regard


