
no^ed to endless woo, Christ cannot

sCe any of .hem, "as he did not suffer

emlls/woe." This fKllamus mode o

reasonin,, ignoring the infin.te vah,. of

the atonement made by the Son ot God,

and the efficacy o( His P'--"^^^'";;^

is obviously destructive ot h o^n

scheme. If Ch.iat in order to ^a^e

Ss, must have suffered precse y

that to which they were expose.l, h n

follows with absolute -rtjun.y th.U

according to Mr. B.'s view. He can no

save any of them, as lie was not burnt

up and annihilated.

It is obvious that if any being were

annihilated, though anotl>cr m.ght be

made like it, that same beu>g would

^ever exist again. But our author ad^

duces numerous words i.hrase>, a 'd

texts, (p. 10-20,) to prove, that the

:::^k^d^e annihilated at thedjs^^on

of the body, and says, (p. 20.)^ ^
l

|;'j

final doom of the wicked is death ;
and

yet he maintain, that these same per-

Lns will be burnt up, and so annihila-

ted, at the day of judgment. Are not

these views grossly inconsistent? Ihest

specimens, out of many that m.ght be

given, may suffice.

"
4. The founding of a theory on ob-

scure texts
Obviou>lyMr.B.sargu.

ments to prove ' the unconscious state

of the dead,' and to oustain In. ^jsttm

are principally drawn from the Old

Testament ; which undeniably is, in

general, much more obscure with refer-

ence to the future state of man than the

New. (2Cor.iil.7-l40 If he -
ioin with infidels in asking us, Wh)

was not all that concerns munkind made

perfectly plain at the earlier period ?

he may be referred to .lob sU 2.

'• Shall he that contendeth with the

Almighty instruct Him ? He that re-

proveth 'God, let him answer it. lie

Lely can not pretend tb.t the burning

UP of the wicked at the day ot judg-

ment was made known to Adam, or was

revealed for thousands of years after

the fall.
,
., lir . T>

One of the passages on which ISIi •
1*.

like his brethren in general, spec.alU

relies, is Malachi iv. 1. "tor behola

he diy cometh that shall burn as an

oven; and all the proud, yea, and alj

L; do wickedly, shall be stubble: and

the day that cometb shall burn th.'niui..

saith the Loud of hosts, that it shal

l,.ave them neither roo. nor brand..

This strongly figurative uii.guage i.>d i-

eating wretchedness by i\v symbol of

being burned up, is eage.ly se.zed by

Annihilauonis.s ; and it may seem a

first sight to give some countenance to

Uieir ^heme. \hv a careful ex^m-

ination of the passage, <^ou.mv.d ^nh

the remainder of the Chapter, ma/

shew the attentive reader, that .t^e.-jte

no. to the day of jiulgment, ot wh.oh

,,,.re is no mention, nor any r.ie e.^a.

to the resurrection ot the dead, >>ut .o

the utter overthrow and wretcheoc.s

of the unbelieving Jewish people, tur^-

told also bv Christ, and recorded bj

Josephus. So the overthrow and deso-

lation by ^he Ammon tes >s expressed by

the emblem of " destroying his t uit

from above,and his roots from beneath.

Amos ii. 9.) The prophet proceeds

fspeak of the fa vo,-able state ot those

who would - fear the Loud s name

to whom - the Sun of righteousness

svould ari^e with healing in his win.
^

;

and they should go forth and grow up

as calves of the stall." This language

is by no means adapted to the state of

the pious in heaven after the resurrec-

tion; but suits their condition whde

heTe'intime. That Mah iv. 1, is to be

understood figuratively, is evident also

from verse 3rd, in which n is sa d to

the pious, " The wicked. . .
shall be

ashes under the soles of your feet n

the day that I shall do this sa.th the

LOKD of hosts." Indeed Mr. B. him-

self says, (p. 75, 76,) Ml IS yet a

matter of doubt with me, whether Uter-


