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Still further to moderate our griefupon the lolsot

childien ; let us be advifcd conttantly to habituate our-

felves to a lerious, realizing confideration that we muft

fin.lly be Operated from them—that they muft leave

us, or thai wc muft leave them. The laws of nature

and rtafonj the laws of ere ai ion and providence ;
the

lavs of fcriiture and of Heaven; all forbid that we

fliould dwellin this world /revcr with our children

—

both parent;; and children are born to die—death is the

common lot, the inevitable portion of all the human

race. Death is of all things moll certain j the time

WHEN is moft uncertain. If parents would duly and

fteadily confider thefe truths, ihcy would be better pre-

pared to refign their children to God, whenever he fends

his grim mefTenger death to demand them.

It not only behoves us to confider that we muft he-

feperatcd from our children : but that thii feperation

muft be in a fhort time at furtheft. Few and evil are

the days of the longeft pilgrimage that human life can

expeft. How foon do three fcoie and ten or foir fcore

years pafs away 1 h(/w foon are they gone, forever gone I

how qui.kly are they to be numbered among "the

*' years before the flood."

Should we, and the children,whic!i God hath given

xjs, have our lives continued to the full extent of Me-

thufelah's ^ge ; even that portion of time, compared

to eternity, would be but as the fmall drop of the buck-

et, as the light duft of the balance ; it would be m.ore

eafily fwallowed up by eternity, than the fmalieft drop

of water by the greaieft ocean.

But as the cafe really is, as we find the life of man

in fad to be ; the longeft time, which we can expefl to

fojourn with our ti iends and children is but like a flia-

dow, a vapor and a dream : let anv perfon look back

thro' forty or fifty years of paft time i
how faorr, vain
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propriety fav-—of fuih a Ipace of time, what the pro-

phet fays J the glory oi Ephraim and the piofpericy of


