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bf the Unite«1 Sui«i !" 'Heir eonWeratea chiraeter, wn execntp.l at

Fort Fitl, on the I7tl. > . Septeiuhcr, l"l>. It containi the JollowinR

very rflonarkable article

:

- Aat. 6. WhMt.t the •ncmie* of th« Unit.d 8t«t«< h**. •ndemvo.irfd, by •»•-

rr arlificB in ihmr pow«r, to po.«.M iHb Indian, in IJ. ..cr»l wUh Iht o|.n..on that it

?|J|. d..iin of th, 8t.U. .forcaid to extirpate the Indi.n.. .nd l.ke Po-«=-'°''

of their co'untry ;-to obviate ...ch fal^ .ugK.Mion the United «'•;«•
J"

•"«•«•

to guaranty to the aforewid nation of Delaware, and their heir., <i// thnr t"r,lon-

alrtsht, in tht f.ille.t and mo.t ample manner, an it hath been hounded by for-

mT t«atie.. a. long a. they, the .aid Delaware nation, .hall ab.de by. anJ hold

3. the ch^in of ffiend.hip now ri.lered into. And it .. lurthor agreed on, be-

tt^entho contracting p.rtie. (.hould it for the future be «•»"»•»,-"«";'*•
"''i»,

mutual intere.t of both partie.) to invite any other tribe., who have l-"" /"••"»

to the interMt of the United State., to iuiii the present confederation, and to form

• State, whereof titt Drh^arf mH.on .hall bf (he head and have a rfpretmlationxn.

Cofvrreii; proTided nothinn contained in thi. article to be oon..dered a. conclu-

«vSl it meeu with the approbation of ConKre«..' [1 hat . did meet with

the approbation of Congr.M la manif.*t; bocau.o it i. now part ot a naUonal

treaty.]

The bare sii«ire«tion tint the United States designed to take potttt-

,ion of the Indian country was treated ns a Kla.i.lcr n.id a. ca utnny.

The tirritorial right, of the Indians were to be respected, and the In-

dian tribes generally were encouraged with the pioposal that they might

be re|.re«ented in Congress. The natural iuiphcat.on of this ast pro-

posal must have been, that the Indians not only had territorial rights,

but miL'ht expect to retain ibcm permanently, in the snn.e manner as tne

Sute of Virginia, or Connecticut, and the other confederated rcpubUca,

expected to retain /A«V tcmt.^riai rights. ,
ir„;..M

tet it be remembered, that this treaty was m»de when the Uni ed

States were strugfjli.p for independence against »'>« "'h"^'« ^""^^Vj;
British empire, and when every accession of strength to the American

cause, and every =»ubtracUon from the power of the enemy, was a mat-

"r of\rt,«t imporunce. Nor should it be forgotten, that other treotie.

formed with thi Indians, after the peace of Great Britain were extremely

desirable to the United States; that the exhausted treasury of the na-

tion could ill afford the expense of Indian wars; that the Indian had

the undisputed possession of boundless forests, on all our ffO-iOe";

that many of them had endured public and private injuries, which we«i

unavenged and uncompensated; that the Indian tribes were strong,

compared with their subsequent decline and their present total want of

power ; and that the United States were weak, compared with their pre-

sent gigantic strength. -;„„i-
Though the treaties were formed in such circumstances, not a rngle

article b^re hardly, or oppressively, on the United States, or on the new

settlers. The Indians claimed nothing unjust or unreasonable. 1 he

early negotiations wear the aspect of mutual benefit, and appear to have

been conclude, with a desire to secure permanent peace to the parties,

founded on the acknowledgment of their mutual rights.

Are the people of ll« United States unwilling to give a fi»'^ "ndid,

«nd natural construction to a treaty thus made ? I might say- Are they

unwilline to give it the only construction of which it is capable^ Are

they unWillini to admit a meaning which stands out P'om»nently upon

nlie very fcce of the transaction, and which no ingenuity can ^»»°^.

p«v«rt, or evade ? Will they refuse to be bound by the plainest and


