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given a grotesquely exaggerated place in the na-
tional economy and self-sufficiency was deemed to
be the goal of every great nation. Freed from the
restraint of rivals, the nation sought to produce its

own raw material, control its own trade, and carry
its own goods in its own ships to its own markets.
This economic doctrine appealed witn peculiar
force to the peopk- of England. England was very
far from being s.J-sustaining. She was obliged to
import salt, sugar, dried fruits, wines, silks, cotton,

potash, naval stores, and many other necessary

commodities. Even of the fish which formed a
staple food on the English workman's table, two-
thirds of the supply was purchased from the Dutch.
Moreover, wherever English traders sought to take
the products of English industry, mostly woolen
goods, they were met by handicaps— tariffs, Sound

i

dues, monopolies, exclusions, retaliations, and even
persecutions.

So England was eager to expand under her own
flag. With the fresh courage and buoyancy of
youth she fitted out ships and sent forth expedi-
tions. And while she shared with the rest of the
Europeans the vision of India and the Orient, her
"gentlemen adventurers" were not long in seeing
the possibiUties that lay concealed beyond the


