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lat \iir;u'itiu^ly, ami a single sncciiucn will soon dc.-tr«i\- the

greater part of tiie leaves of the plant on wiiicli it has been plaood

and on several (.'tl tr': r.ear li\. When fnll j^vown this larva

i'^ ,^ inehis lonj^', nr more, and about the thickness of ttie tore-

tinj^er, j^ft'en. with paler stripes alon.q' the sides of the liody. Whei-;

distinljed it raises its head in a threatenint;' manner and lool:s

cpiite fer(.ieions, but is iiieapable of indicting any injurw

IIAKVKSTIXU.

When the leaves approach maturity they graduall\ lose their

deep green colour and assume a yellowish hue, which, in souk?

varieties, is inultled with deeper markings of the same ct>lour.

Idle veins of the leaves ijccome swollen and the substance of the

leaf feels thick ami gummy. At this stage the tip of the Kaf !)e-

comes somewhat brittle and the midrib will usually break wit;; a

clean fractiu-e if the tip is sharply doubled back ; the leaves are

then ready for harvesting. When the leaf is sufficiently matiu'ed,

the sooner it is cm the lietlrr, as il is liaiilc to injnr\ imm frosi or

other unfavourable weather. The usual method is to cut the plant

down nearly to the ground and sus])end the stalk with its le;i\es

.ittached in a suitable drying-house where, when ilried, the leaves

are slri|)ped and |;ici-cd The other method which !•- '- niieiiiiie-

folluwed by those who cultivate tobacco on a small scale, or wh.'i'C

labom- is ]'lentifid and cheap, is to strip the leaves fnini the plants

in the held, gatluring them as they mature and stringiu'..' them
on twine or wires attached to laths or strips in sucli a maimer as

to alhnv each strip with its load of leaves to be h;mdled separate!^'.

These .'iri' then placed in the drying-house to cuvc. \\v this jiro-

I'l'ss a belter i|n;ilil\ o| leaf i-> obtaim'(l bm al a liri^er ci i>i '<•>]

labour.

."^onie gi'o\\e:> -plu ihe Mpriglit >\v\\\ cif U'e plant lielore culling,

with ;i sharp knife down the middle to within 4 or 5 inches >^\ the

base, then withdraw the knife and cut the stalk oti' close to ihc

ground. This plan is said to be convenient for hanging, a> 'lie

>ta'ks c:u\ be ])laced astride the strips on which they are susr.eiiled

and the leaves on stalks thus treated drv more rapidly : thev are,

however, more apt lo slip off the slicks when moving them.

Another method is to pierce through the stalks with a \ -shaped
spear made of iron or steel, with a socket large enough to admii
the vi]i\ of ;i stick on which the tobacco is to be hung. The stick

i-^ set upright on the ground, fitted with the spear at the end,

when the tobacco is lifted, one stalk at a time, and thrn-t on

the spe;ir, which passes thr()ug"h the stalk, about six inche< from
the base The sticks ;ire usnallv made .| j fi'ct long, and atfurd

-i';ice I'liongh to suspend eight plants. When one stick i-^

lilled. the spear is t;iken otV ;md attached to another, and tiiis

proce>;s is continued until the plants are all hung. ( 'ther growers
]irefer \o sn^^pend the ]ilaiits by tving them to suitable sticks wiili

twine.

Cutting should begin ;is soon as the dew is off the ]ila:its

in the morning. ( iit with a hatchet or snitalile knife, grasp

the stalk with the Kli h.-md and bend if well to the left, so as
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