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(.'HAPTEll I.

THE OllKMX OF MKTHODIS.M.

Tilt: Holy Clul)—CtilU'd Mctliodists

—

Tlifir proceeding;.-; apindvod
by tlu! father ot tlie WeslovK—The ]wieiits of tliu WesU^ys

—

("jiroful reli;;ioiiH tmininj,'—E.seape of .Jolin Wi'sley from deatli

by iire—His luotliei's mind impressed theiel>v—lk'come< his

father's curate—De(;Hnes tlie Hvinj,'—Tlie brotliers sail for

America—Disappointment and return—Continued disijuietudc

of mind—(Jonversiou of the hrotliers—Tliey hof^in to preach a.

present salvation—Shut out of the chinvhes—Field preaching

—

Multitudes Hock t(^. hear—Firsf. preaching-house—The foundry

—

Mr. Maxtield—.John Nelson—Organization of classes— First

Conference—Methodism spreads through England and Wales

—

Mr. Wesley visits Ireland—Mr. William.s—Mr. C Wesley visits

Dublin—Is mobbed—Widl received elsewhere—.lohn Wesley
re-visits Ireland—Coiu't Mattress—The Palatines.

TllK eoiniucneciiient of the jiieat relij:,ioiis luovcniieut which

has produced the various IMethodist bodies throughout the

world, orij^inatcd from tlie persoual efforts of three studeuts at

the University of Oxford, in England. These young men

being anxious to promote the glory of God, their own spiritual

welfare, and the happiness of others, in the year 1720 formed

themselves into a society for the purpose of reading the

'' Greek Testament, and in other respects assisting each other

in a course of 'holy living' and useful study."


