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from their fitiiation they cannot carry on any Foreign Com-
merce but by the Intervention and AfTift-ance of the Mer-
chants of Quebec and Montreal, they will therefore have lit-

tle occafion to Correfp. nd with Great-Britain, and few oppor-

tunities of mixing in the So iety of Britons. How far

thefe circumibnces may operate in gradually weakening their

Attachment to this Kingdom I fhall leave to the Refleflion

of the F honourable Members.
Thefe are confiderations which I have no doubt will have

due Weight with this I honourable Houfe ; and there are

many others of a general Political nature equally ftrong and

perhaps more pointed againd this Innovation, which will ne-

cefiarily occur in the confideration of the Subje61-. But
there i- one confideration, which is of the utmoft Import-

ance to the Tranquility of the People inhabiting all the

parts of that Country, and which will alone, I hope, be

Sufficient to engage this Honourable Houfe to rejecfl the

Plan of a new independent Government. I beg le..ve to

requeft that the Honourable Members will recoiled: and at-

tend to the Geographical fituation of that Country, from

which it wi'l appear evident that no Veflel of any kind can

proceed farther up the River St Lawrence than the City of

Montreal, on account of the Rapids, which are immediately

above that Town. Of courfe, as every article of Ntceflity,

or Luxury which the Inhabitants of the upper Diilrifts have

occafion for f om Britain, or any foreign Country mud
come to them by the River St. Lawrence, they muft be

landed at, or below Montreal, where they muft be ftor-

cd by the Me chants of Qiiebec, or Montreal until Carria-

ges and Boats are provided to fend them forward ; likewife,

that everv article of Produce which the People of thefe

upper Diftrifts willi to export, muft be fent in Boats to

Montreal; or perhaps to Quebec for the purpofe of being

fliipped for exportation ; and that as well the articles of im-

port as of export muft in pafTing through the Lower Coun-
try, become fubjefl: to the Laws, Regulations, Duties, and

"Eaxes, which may be impofed by the Legiflature of the

Lower Country. Now, fuppoling the Divifion to take place,
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