
1I« THE ('AXA 1)1AX MAGAZIXI'l

jolin Hayes and Mr. ^'olmf; on be-

half" oi tlie company. On its receipt

by Lord Preston, lie at once sent

an emissary, t'aptain (lodey, to seek

out Railisson and make overtures

to him. Ov\ tlie tliird lloor of a house
in the l'"aubour{^ St. .Antoine, sur-

rounded by a number of his rehitions

and boon companions, the dual

traitor was discovered, deeply eng-aj^ed

in drinkinf,"- healths and in retailing his

adventures to the applause of an ap-

preciative circle. L'pon the walls and
mantelpiece of the apartment and
such mea}i;rc furniture as it boasted,

were disposed numerous relics and
trophies, bespeakinjj- h thirty years'

career in the Transatlantic wilderness.
" Radisson himself," remarks Godey,

*' was apparelled more like a savage
than a Christian. His black hair, just

touched with ji'rey, hunf.;f in a wild pro-

fusion about his bare neck and shoul-

ders. He showed a swart complexion,
seamed and pitted by frost an ' expos-
ure in a rif^orous climate. A huj^e

scar, wrou},^ht by the tomahawk of a

drunken Indian, dislig-ured his left

cheek. His whole costume was sur-

mounted by a wide collar of marten's

skin ; his feet were adorned by buck-
skin moccasins. In his leather iielt

was sheathed a lonj^ knife. " Such was
the picture presented by this uncouth,

adventurous Hutjuenot, not merely
in the seclusion of his own Uuls^'ings,

but to the polished and civilized fi>Ik

oi Paris of the seventeenth century.

What were the projects harbour-

ed in this indoniitable man's miiul ?

In spile ^^i his persistent intriijues it is

to be doubted if lie, any more than

.Medard C'houart des (iroseilliers, was
animated by more tliaii a desire to

pursue an exeitini,^ and atlveiiturous

career. Habitually lioldiiitT out fortlie

best terms, he does not appear to have
saved money when it was acxjuired, bu^

spent it freely. Wlien lie died lie was
in receipt ^^i a pension from the t'oiii-

p, ny, so far insuHlcient to provide for

his manner of livini,'- that they were
forced to pay his remaininjjf debts.

I'nabashed by the surroundinj^-s thus

presented to him. Captain Godey an-

nounced himself, shook hands with
the utmost cordiality with Radisson,
and pleaded to be allowed to join in

the convivial proceedinj^s then in pro-

gress. The better to evince his sincer-

ity, without further ceremony he accept-

ed and drank as full a bumper oi bad
brandy and applauded with as much
heartiness as any man oi the party, the

truly astonishing tales of their host.

Godey was the last of the guests to

depart.
" Look you," said he, when he and

Radisson were alone together, "you,
monsieur, are a brave man, and it

does not become the brave lo harbour
vengeance. Nor does it become
a brave nation to think hardly

of any man because of his bravery,

even though that nation itself be a suf-

ferer. ^'ou know," he pursued, " what
is said about you in Lngland ?

"

Radisson interrupted his guest by

protesting with suspicious warmth that

he neither knew nor cared anything
about such a matter.

" It is said, then," answered Godey,
"that you have been a traitor to the

king, and that there is no authority or

defence for your conduct. \ow and
(iroseilliers, whilst professing friend-

ship for the Knglish Company have ilone

them great injury, and endangered the

peace between the two crowns."
To this Radisson made rejiiiiuler :

" I am sorry ; but all that I and my
brother-in-law have done, is to be laid

at the door ^^^ the Hudson's Hay Com-
pany. We wished honestly to >erve

tiieni, but they cast us away as being no
longer useful, wlieu now lliey see what
it is lliey have iU>ne, and iiow liHtlisIiiy

they ha\e acted in listening to tlie

counsels o'i (iovernoi Hridgar. We
really beai them wo ill-will, neither

the conipan\" nor his Ro\ al Ilis^Ii-

ness.
'*

*Iii " U.uiissmr.s Rel;iti(>n " tlu'ii- luiiirs

llu- lolinwiiiy pass;it;t' :

"
1 ;ii-Uiuiwli'ili;-i' till' ilisjippoiiilnuMil I I'l-lt

;il lieiiiij iil>lii»'i>il to li'ave the iMiylish siTviri'

1)11 .•lei'iMiiil nt' till- ill-ti'c.'ilniiMil I haii ii-i'i-ivfil

ami llial I wiiiilii luil lie soiiy to n'liini, iii'iiij;

ill a l>otltT posii'uui tliaii hi-tori- lii iimuIim' sit-

\iri' In tlu' kiiij;' ami nation it' jiisiiri- were
tloiu' me anil my servii-i-s ri-fonni/.i-il.

"
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