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continrnt, (Itscrrulini.' liy 'he irriat li-iinolies of

lllfi Cohntil)ia, iti-lionrhr u;iim the wi'slcrii hc;i-

iMiard. 'riiMs (!o l!ii' nr'ii'^ni]'!i;c.il |vis:liiMis, tii|.(i

jfriipliy ot' llic coiintrv. tlir fliinatc llir ccnii'i'ii

tralnm llicn- (if lln' vurioiis I'lniii'iils nl' inaratiiiic

dcvol.ipiiii'nl unite in o\all llic s:'i-iiili"iinl v;ilii(>

of this iiiirtliiTii liall'df OrrcrciM. Thf (Mnti-si fur

th(! |)()S'<i'Ssiiiii iif tlii- t'Triii.rv liv ilii- t^v(l^rlal

roinmcrvMal rivaUof llu' am' is asjaii! the strm^-

lflo fur ll ji'ililni fliTfi'." (•(i!iiinviir'('(i in Ar-

{Toiiaulio limes, iraii^lcrrcd in our il'iy tniiii the

Bitspluirii-!, anil l'"'i\i;ii\ to tlia' lirll of lirjilnry

wliirli linli-i tnircllirr the valley nl' the Missis

sippi ami the I'acilic oeenii— lli,' '.vcstrrn world

with the irolilen orient,
—

'!"•> the nautical people

wh<)St> (lajr floats over ni.iralinn' Oreuuri, and

winiis i! way llieiiee over every wave in iiiniiiiie

rai)l<? ships— lunst cilifiit, airri.'iiltiiral Calitornia

and Mexico, jjay the ('i)leliian triKiile wliicli

pours from a rural p 'ople, into the lap nt' eoin-

ineree. Why tiien disinln/rale tiiis lmddin<r

corner of our vineyard.' Have we luirsed it si

lonnr only to throw its ripenin',r iViiil to our domi
nneriny; st'-p-ninther! Hiii the peaee of the na-

tion it is ailedijfcd. is in ilanyir! II. w? Does
the laino stirremier of \ a neon vers Island, which
commands the ('<ilnndi!a, of \V'asliin!.rloii Island

and thi! iiileriiicdiale coasts whndi envelope Van-
cniiver itself—of llii> eoiitrollirer keys t.i Weslern
America to Knijlnnd! Does the plantinir of the

Linn in the very 'I'hermopylea of our empire to

choke oiir pith mid slop short onr destiny?

—

How? Is it by such detrradinii; acts of conces-

sion, thai we are to release the repiihlie froui

.jfi.iptirdy and insure permaiii>nt. peace/ No sir:

on the contrary, sncdi sickly snhniissioii—snnli

dpgradinir concessions will provoke war—will he

likely to plunire ns into the jaws of ileleat. and
set over ns an arhitrary, ji>alons and rapacimis

rival—for such is the chaiacier of (ireai IJritain.

Such aresomeof the |M'odi<rionsadvaiilares w hich

thisdehated capiinlation at '19^, snrr"n<ler to our

rival, and snch the conliiiirent if not the prohahie

catastrophe in which it would leave nnr lepnhlic

and mir people.

But it is not hy thus estahlishinir a rival

power in iiiipieifnahle control of our western

seaboard—hy ihrowintr away from onr people

the infinlii; markets of the Pacific and its

infinite commerce, that the serii's cd" disasters is

closed—these follies will jrenerate new danijers

which innst follow them, (lieat Uritain already

owns eiffht pmvinces n|M)n I' 's conliiient, con-

taiiiinrr 2,8()l),00l) Mjuare miles. Tlie jirea ot'

of the Uidted States, iiicliidinu 'I'exas and all

Oregon, does not exceed '2,ol8.(IO-) sipuire miles.

48'2,(K)0 s'piare miles less than the present Bri-

tish territory upon this continent! The pro-

vinci'S <d' New Brunswick and th(> two Cana-^

das, colerminns with the territory of I he Tnited

Staten, envelope us fro;ii the (Jul, id' St. Lawrence
to tlie norlhweslern lakes, and thence onward,

in part hy the 'tUth parallel, to il:e Rocky .Moun-

tains, 'rhnuigh this extent of country. Great

Britain has pushed ciirdons of |)osla, fortified iu

strent;lh n:;d equippeil lor defensiv(! or aoiires-

sivi' ini ;i<Mres—over the ii'sidne is jdanled the

sv^^uinalii- loiliiarv corp.ir:iiion of llie lludson's

Biiy, whose iradiiiir posilions, loeali d with fault-

Ur; judij-nient. dot liie wh'de with miliiary ,><ta-

lioiis, seal it from the rest of nnnkind, and

dra* tVotii il immense revenues liy the S'fiiiirent

diseipliiii' and adniirahle economy and silence of

their operalioiis. .Such i-; .nir iirese o e-eo<_;raplii-

c.il lelalion upon the .\orili and West. The
daii'iers \\ hicli impend over us upon this im-

mense from have lieen demonstrated in the

incnts of ihe last war. I^' .- not a fatal hlunder

ihiis to we;ikeii ourselves and strenirlhen anil

emhol len onr eni^riy ? In thai war— without

ship i-anals to admit her war-steamers into onr

inland seas— Kn!,i;land destroyed Oswetro, horn-

ed IJuiralo—hy her savaui- allies reduced Chi-

cairo—and hy Bto(d;, compiered all iif .Miidiiffitii.

\V'!i:!t will she he apt to dip unit;, efRi'ienlly es-

tahlished in every position held liy Iter at that

linu'. and reinfirced hy 'he possession of North-

ern Oreiron, whence to <m operate in I he most

e)mpi'-t streniilh with the hnsiile m.asures of

the C'anidas ? Keeerilly (ireal Brilaiii has re-

sls:ed, as far as |),is«ihle. the annexalion of

Texas: and w!iy ? Hecausi' (dosely allied with

a minor repnldic, wedijed l)etwien the United

Stales and Mexico, she iir.wped at an overland

c iiiimuiMcatioii hetwi'i n her West Indian and

Oreiron possessions, and lieheld us thus hooped

in north, south, east, and west, hy the mihroken

circle of her own and her subsidized subjects !

Tims h.ive I aimed briefly to sketch Ihe geo-

eraphical view of this ()uesliiin, ;ind attract at-

tention to its very serious impirlanee. But a

flood (d' l)rilliant. solid, and animating dt^velop-

ments are evolved by lakinii' a coinmercial view.

'I'o elucidate this, allow me incidentally to

s'vctcli the strides—the bloody footprints—of

British acipiisition ! Ovt^r the wh(de expanse

of the Atlantic, we find her established in im-

pr-rial ascendency—she has New Koimdlanu,

,\ova Scotia, lUriiindas. the Bahainas—the

islands which freckle the (iiilf (d' .Mexico are

hers—she occupies Honduras and the Mosijuito

shorts in Central America. By tlie.se pos.sessions

she Clivers the whole .Vtla.'iiic front of North

•Xmerica. ahsorhs half of all its commerce, inti-

midates its people, and awaits the moinent for

anv airirressive swoop upon their territories

—

she has Trinidad, (iiiiaiia, and the |-'alklarid

islands upon the coast of South .Vtnerica. The
weslern coast of Al'rica is doited with her j:h)SIs.

—she has St. Ileleiia and the Cape of Good
llope.—she is now con<]iieriiiii the republics of

the La Flal:i, and poisinii heiself to pluiiire upon

Braxii ! The .Mediterranean is bridled and

coniroled hy (iibraltar. Malta, and the Ionian

li.Iands,— her own island iii.isks .Ni)rih Europi;,

the Baltic, and ihe upper Atl.iniic. In ilu! In-

dian Ocean she is just as piienlially posted, and

wields Kuproino ssvay. The .Mauritius, the


