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Tlic iiiimt iiii|iortant itoiiit iiidi<'nti-<i in iIuh Taittlo in tltf liillinsf ••ff iw the ;;r<>ut

Uiorlalilv oli-crvj'il last vt-ar on tlu> saiuly Hats and }jiilti<"i of'l'oiitt'H an«J Anptki'u'w, wlii#*li

»|iois rami' last \rir to l»f oallod tlii' • <li'alli-traj|»«." In iln- ciist* «<" 'riJ:»imi it in <vrlai<i

that tlu' in\in>'iliat«- iu'i;;lil«oiirii<)oil of tlio s»n<ly aroa uihUt •••insi(l**»ti»>»i wan tliin yv»r

sparHclv inlialiiu'tl as coinpiireil with last ynr : tin- «liir.Tciii'<' »>*» plaM i-vimi at the

(hitc of n>v vi>it. ami is indicalrtl in liu* |)lt*»<o;;n»^hii l<'<»r '/,.t\u%^n^ I '^miuoI 4f>rMk

positiwlv to til'' sanic '.'frfft, as n«'illi<'r niT iiM-in**" nor the |>hoto-jfr.i;>liH ;»'i'of v>»Tjr

l)ro('iscly tlic iliHinliiilinn ir* tiic iHoi'dini; Ht-aU on tws*' Muittll areas laxt .\-in- i'lir

main tiurlrt art* (hii't m ttioso two lofHlitii's a Unx «»i> Hiilfurfil Mtih jirnMi. tflii)i»£ii,

OH|K'»'i)tilv on I"oI-|m' iniK'h loss than ' t-^ year; lint ^'in^ ««i the »v|ii»h> a hoavy ittortalrty

»)!' iiu|i: was wiijii'ssfil, Nvhifli as hi-t'ori- >»a- jiininly iiKi*' .••v»<«*nt of anil .nitocfiltMii ^> an*

efl'e«'ls of polii^ir x'alvinr.

.\ \vv\ ini|ioilant ivsiili of tin- Nuniinvr s work !»»•> •-* tin* ili.scjvery of » eutUM-

hitluTto nn>us|H>('to(l, coiWiilmtiiiu in iar;;i* niiMHiiri' to rliiM mvntmWty.

During; hist winter I ? Slilrs, a wi'll-lvih»\n Ainfriraii iiMMiiiitholo^vtMl, ri*ii>4onin;r

from ilu' \ .'ry h'jili moriahty of the iniii-^ on sandy as cinnpari- I nitli tiiat on ttf ri>'4.y

nroas. Kn;ii;*'sird to tlii' Aim-riran ('iininiissioniTs that a <'aiisc of ilie niortalily nuijiii Uc

fonnd ill a p^irasitic worm id tlii' ^cnus I'lirimii ui (liiirliiniiiM).\\\\'u'\i pasM-s a pDi'liiui of its

lili'-iii -tory in sand, and id' whicii ont- spi-i-ifs is known lo he a (omin(ni anil fatal par^-ilc

of yuiiifi puppy-iious. Tliis ("ruitfnl and inucnioiis vii!r;.|.,(i,,n has Ik-i'Ii foiiinl i"orn'i't.

TIk- worm i> rsici'diniily minute, and I do not wonder l!iat neither it nor its attendant

«ymi»lonis wiTe diseovered last year liy Mr. i.uea-. and nie, w!ni are luitlier of ns skilhd in

the matter of parasitic diseases. This xj-ar Mr. LmM^ ilevoted himself in parlieiilar to a

hlndx of the anim il, and has pr«'servi'd material Inr a full investij^ation of its strnetme

jind of tlu' tissues alleeti'd. The worm inhahil'^ ihr small intestine, wln-re it lives, not on

the food-material eonlained in the ;;nt, hut h> suekin^ Mii'mI from the intestinal walls.

Its presence is marked hy small dots iind e.vlruvasutions of hlood in lliu wulls of the

intestine, wiiile altendant symptoms are einaeiation <d' the hody and a pale ana'mir

eonditiiin id'tlie niitsch^. On Tolstoi in |i.irtienlar, and alsion /apadnie, 1 saw this year

one «'a*c after another where, on disseetmr, th,-se syniplouis ivrre present and Ilu* wiirnis

fouinl. Many sueh easc^ we nndouhtedly misto«>k hiHt \ear lor eases id' starvation, and
ninny deaths, whose innnediate cause is injury hy erusliin;;, prulmhiy take place when
tlie pnp is wrakeiied hy the parasite.

I he main point of whifli wc are ihiis made iiwnre is that there <'xists a diHciise of an

epidemic eliarai tor, of whieli we can oidy say as \et vii;:nel\ that it at least constitutes a

lieavy cheek on tlu- increase of the lurtl. As it is certain that the seal-, prefer the rock_\

t(» tlie Miinly areas, and only overflow on to the latter l^r want of space elsewhere, ii i»

reasicialdi' to assume that this cheek operates with rapidly im-reasin;; lorci- in thosi-

tiims »hen the iierd is most pro-ipcrnns and dense. And it is in^ire than pmiiahle that,

like other epidemics, this one is of a fluctnatm;; eiiaraeter, ami, antler certain condition <

«d" tempi'raimi', or of moisture, or ((unhinaiion of circumstances of which we know

nothinii, may at times restdt in lo^s still more serious than th.it we li.ive witnessed. The
fact that in IM'i' .Mr. .Maconn saw almn! I.imih dead pnjts on the hp<il where litst year we
saw \,\W and this year all), is very sii;;j^estive.

Ami, fuiiiiermoie, the existenc*- of this cau.se of death >;ive.s us tlr.' ri^ht, thouiih in

what nii'asnu' we do not know, to deduct to a \ery conxiiierjihle extent from 'he nuniher

of pups that die in the latter part of the s.>ason when wc* seek to esiiniate the loss dm to

starvation as a result of pclajiie sl.in^hfer of the cows. It w.is shown last year t'lat <nie-

littlf of the mortality o!" p'lps i.eeurred hefore pela^jic sealin;( cnuld e.verl it.s inlhn'iu-e,

hut we ill) not know at what |ieriod, it nt any period, of infancy ih jairasite eeascH to he

fatal to the pu,i. The presumption is certainly strong that to tl epidemic cause i^ due


