
340 HARPER'S NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE.

MAP OK I'L'liKT BOnSl) ANU VIOINITY.

tate. All occasional flash of broad humor
enlivens some of the land circulars and ad-

vcrtisenuMits. I found one on tho hotel

table headed "Homes," with the following :

221 ACRES,
Four miles east of Silverton ; frame house mid n log

house (can live In cither) ; log barn ; 20 acres in cultiva-

tion ; 60 acres timber laud ; balance pasture land ; well

watered. We will sell this place for $1876. Will throw
in a cooli stove and all the household furniture, con-
nisting of a frying-pan handle and a broouistick ; also a

cow and a yearling calf ; also one hay heifer ; also 8400

11)8. of hay, minus what the above-named stock have
consumed during tho winter; also 64 bushels of oats,

subject to the abovtvmentioned diminution. If sold,

we shall have left on our hands one of the driest aiul

ugliest-looking old bachelors this side of the grave,

which we will cheerfully throw in if at all accei)table

to the purchaser. Old maids and rich widows are re-

quested to give their particular attention to this spe-

cial offer. Don't pass by on the other side.

HOME, SWEET HOMEl
Be it ever so humble, there's no place like Homo!

We still have a few more " Sweet Homes" for sale,

consisting of, etc., etc., etc.

fyTille perfect—a Warrantee Deed from the tiub of

the earth to the top of the skies, and Un-
cle Sam's Pr lOuI to buck us 1

A further - reach-

ing title one could
scarcely re(iuiro.

I don't know
where I got tho be-

lief that tho Colum-
bia was a second-

rate river. There
must havo been

some blunder in the

geographies out of

which I got my les-

sons and iny uo-

tiors of the North-
west coast at school.

Possioiy, too, the
kuowledge that

navigation is inter-

rupted by rapids at

the Cascades and
Dalles contributed

to form an impres-

sion conspicuously
wrong. In fact, tho

Columbia is one of

the great rivers of

the Avorld. It seems
to me larger, as it

is infinitely granib'r,

than the Mississip-

pi, lietweeu Astoria

and the junction of

tho Willamette its

breadth, its depth,

its rapid current,

aud the vast body
of water it carries to

sea reminded mo of

descriptions I ha<l

read of the Amazon
;

and I suspect the

Columbia would rank with that stream
were it not for the unlucky obstructions at

the Cascades and Dalles, which divide tho
stream into two unequal parts.

P\)r ten miles above Astoria the river is so

wide that it forms really a vast bay. Tlien

it narrows somewhat, and the channel ap-

proaches now one and then the other of its

bold, picturesque sliores, which often for

miles resemble the Palisades of the Hudson
in steepness, and exceed them in height.

But even after it becomes narrower the riv-

er frequently widens into broad, open, lake-

like expanses, which are studded with love-

ly islands, and wherever the slioro lowers you
see, beyond, grand mountain ranges suow-
clad and amazingly fine.

The banks are precipitous nonrly all tho

way to the junction of the Willamette, and
there is singularly little farming country on
the immediate river. Uelow Kahuna there

are few spots where there is even room for

a small farmstead. Hut along this jiart of

the river are the " rtalmon factorii's," whence
come the Oregon salmon, whicii, put up in
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