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BLUFF CASTLE

dians, in spite of the many disadvantages of their
new life and the changed conditions of their exist-
ence, throve without help, and in the course of a
few years had numerous colonies. In this way the
people have learned to do with little, and learned the
value of hard labor, while in their inmost souls was
planted the melancholy of a hunted and oppressed
race.

"Pierre in his lonely life learned wisdom and
acquired great skill in the chase and on the water.
It was many long years before he learned of his
own family and relatives, and of the cruel fate of
the numerous Gotros. In twenty years but few
remained. Their large possessions, which had in-
cluded almost all of the present village of Grand-
Pre, and a large and rich family, were reduced to a
few heart-broken and hopeless old men and women.

" At forty years of age Pierre married one of his
own people who had returned to her country after
years of wandering and privation. She was an
Acadian woman whom he had known at Grand-Pre.
For twenty years he had lived alone on this island^
and had cleared enough land to raise the necessaries
of daily life, and by means of his fishing he added to
his small wealth. He had built the stone house,
and had raised up with stone and earth a road from
the beach to the slope by which we come up to Bluff
Castle.

" Four generations of Pierres end with me "
said

the old man, sadly. " When I am placed with those
whose graves are in sight of the land lost to them

43

1:

f?

I


