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attached to tlu'iii. Tlit'>- varitMl from two and three

fourtlis to live Indies in lenjjtli, some of tliem sliowinj?

,'onsi(leralile j^rowtli. This ])roves tliat Atlantic oysters

can be trans) ihuited to the racitic and remain liealthy

and ^row. I'pon I'eachini: home ' proceeded to examine

some of the oysters and it turned out that onl> one ha<l

airead> spawned wiiih' tiie otiier litteen were ripe and

fjeiierally somewiiat distended with ejjj^s or s])erm.

This ))r()ves that tlie trans))laiited oysters can come to

maturity and rii)en tlie r i>r()dnctive eh'ments.

At 7.10 1*. M. of tlie sanie (Jay I j)ut togetiier cjr^'s and

sperm in a tunihier of sea-water and at 7 A. .\r. next

mornin<; tiiere was an alamdance (tf se,irmentatii>n stajjes

and free-swimminj; hu\a'. Tiii> proNcs tiiat tlie oysters

("in spawn and that the e^'^s can develop into youiifr. 1

make these statements because of a prc\ailinfj; opinion

that the transplanted oysters have all died, and the few

peojile who think there are still some liviiiii' are do^Miuitic

in their assertion that they do not breed.

Plankton taken at intervals at Hammond and Nanoose

l>ays had not yielde(| any oystei' larva', which became ex-

plainable upon liudiiifir the condition of the reproductive

organs. A further o))servatiou on this was afforded on

the "Jtith of July, when I examined a second lot (obtained

at a very low I'de *ho day before) from Nanoose Bay.

The forty seventh oyster examineil was the first to yield

iiood ripe eiifj;s—all previous ones were s])awned with the

exception of four or fivi; which were ri, ' males. The
interval between these two visits had been the hottest of

file summer and the oysters had nearly all spawned in

this i>eri()(l- sliirlitly later than is usual on the Atlantic.

* )n the 27tli 1 made a tri)) to Oyster Harbor (Ladysraith),

iibout fifteen miles from here, where T had better luck in

irettinii ti'ack of tli" few transplanted oysters. Tn a

similai' way 1 examined several individuals and took

plankton which for the first time contained larvjc of the

Atlantic oyster— recoiin'zable by their slia))e and meas-

urements but not pi'esentin.ii' such a deeii ))ink or brown
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