
IjoNKsl OLD CHI RCH SILVER IN CANADA IW

Nornia:i(K , ,mu1 s.m .-I lltic nne Ranvoyzd and his wife, Marie Jeanne

Poitra^ Franc,. >is Kanv..v/c, tlic siKvrsniilh, was iiiarrKd ..n 25th

November, 1771. to Venerande IVllerini. Whether he learned his

crafr from one of the ab<n-e silversmiths in his native city, or was sent

to 1 ris to ..-rvc ,n. apprcnl i.fsliip to oiu' of the nv.re experienced

meml«^rsof the goldMniths suild t!.cre, cannot at th. present moment

be precisely determined. That this ••rench-C ..na.l.an sdvirM.mh

enj-vid a con-idcrahk- patronage from the ecclesiastics and churches

of the province of Ouchcc is proved bv the many examples of his sk.l

which are preserved to this day, not« itbMandin.; ibc l.--os snsiamed

by various i ases, such as fire and theft. The writer ioiuid e\ Rlence

,,'f his workmanship surviving in the Archbishop's palace m Quebec,

in the Basilica; in tlic I rsnlinc Convent; and in I orette, where, as

has alreadv been mentioned, his >on became the parish priest. All the

silversmiths above mentioned were born in Quebec or vicinity.

{•r.in.ni- i^anvnv/r wa. an cnvi..,,- ni.ni. A premium would

not tempt liini to accept as an appniilirr the box Laurent Amyot

soon to become Quebec's most taUnt.d silwr-nnil,. l.-l hi- dmuld

prove a Inrmidable .-onipetitor. This bo>- \\as therefore sent by his

father to i'ari- to l.arn his craft, and there he worked h.ird for two

years, from 17S4 t,) 17S(., in th. atcli. r of a i;ol<lsnnth. wliu-e name

unfortunatelv has not been traced. The youiiR Amyol returned to

Ouebec fuUv equipped for his craft, and during the remaimnR ^^ y-ars

of Ranvox/'e'. life wa- a stra.lv and -u,r.-.-ful conip.'titor. achievmg

as he did a large measure of succe.> in >ui)pi\ inu Ouebec churches with

sacred vessels and ornaments. Much of iiis success was due to the

iiuT.MM'dpatn.naue wiiirh arose from the virtual severance of ecclesi-

astical connection between I rench-( ,.nada and old France from the

days of the Revolution and the consequent dissolution of the religious

houses in France.
_

Laurent Amyot's workshop was on Mountain Hill in Quebec,

where he died in 18.?8.

About the time of Amyot's death, Francois Sasseville began

working as a silversmith at the corner of Palace Hill and Charlevoix

Street, whether apprenl iced to Ranvov/e or Amyot, future researches

into the history of tiic silversmith's craft in Quebec will, it is hoped,

reveal. . .

The pn sent writer during an enjoyable and instructive \ isit to

Quei>ec in <iuest of knowledge for the history of this craft was privileged

to converse with an old silversmith named Ainbmise Lafrance, who

was then in possession of the tools of Laurent Amxot, which had

descended to him from the above Francois Sasseville, then to Pierre

IJEsperance, who worked at the same address from 1863 to 1882, and


