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W. F. DOLL.

Fvioestry the Canadian system of grain
inspection, by which all grades are fixed under
tho authority of the Central Government at
Ottawa, whilo at times it may have its disad.
vautages, is a vast improvement upon the
United States systemn of every state controling
its own inspection. There is a never ceasing
wrangle hetween different sections there over
grain grades, and even with an honest effort
muade t “uit the wants of the locality, a system
of inspection is sure to have its army of oppo-
nents and kickers at ontside points, from which
shipments come, and an illustration of the old
school lesson of *¢ The old man and his ass,” is
furnished from time to time.

But the Canadian system has also the great
advantage, that inspectors are not mere politi-
cal partizans, to be changed with the changes
of administration, asis teo frequently the case
in the United States. Iuspectors here are
selected after careful examination as to their
competency, by a board of competent exami-
ners, and their appointments are made by the
Dominion Departmcot of Inland Reveaue,
while their time of office lasts while they per-
form their duties in a competent manner. A
Canadian Inspector is thus placed in a position
where he does not require to trim his inspection
to suit avy political breeze, while his working
under a board of competent examiners, who
decide all appeals against his inr zction, furn-
ishes a complete guarantee against his being
arbitrary, or falling into any fossilized rut in
doing his work.

The svstem of track sub inspectors, such as
arc appointed in places like Chicago, and too
much under the influence of political pressure
also, docs not scem to work smoothly, aund there
will crop out from time to time proofs that com-
peteace was not the principsl aim in their
selection and appointmeat. In one instance
lately a firm of Chicago commission men re-
fused to accept the imspec a of the track
inspectors on a consignment ot cora, and called
for are-iuspection by the chicf iuspector. That
official raised 27 out of 50 cars from No. 3 to
No. 2 grade and on an appeal being made to
the Board’s committee of appeals the remaining
23 cars were similarly raised. Surlian instance
as that shows clearly, that in Chicago anyhow,

thero {s an yacertainty aboyt grain inspection,

_upon the production of that commodity.

which does not exist snywhere in Canada. In

Winnipeg. for instance, the changes made from

an inspectors decision by the appeal board do

not ave¢rage ono car to every willion of bushels.
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Ox the relative output of iron and steel pro-
ducts in Great Britain and the United States,
Bradstreet’s of the 17th instant, has the fol-
lowing:

¢ Statistics of the number of sons of iron and
steel produced in the United States and Great
Britain for 1589 furnish good ground for belief
that, on the whole, our domestic steel and iron
industrics aggregate an annust output about
equal to that of Great Britain—a noteworthy
fact in tho industrial development of the two
nations. Qur production of pig iron hasin.
creased from 5.633,329 in 1886 to 7,603,642
gross tous in 1889, while in Great Britain the
gain is from 6,870,665 to 8,245,336 gross tons.
In steel rails the gain here is from 1,600,537
tons in 1886 to 2,139,640 tons in 1887, witha
decline to 1,522,204 gross tons in 1889. In
Great Britain the production of steel rails in
1886 was 730,343 gross tons, in 1887 it was
1,021,847 tons, and last year 943,048 tons. In
this country the output of Bessemer steel ingots
gained from 2,269,190 to 2,930,204 gross tons
last year, and in Great Britain from 1,570,520
to 2,140,793 gross tons.”

If it be true, as atated some months ago by
another prominent trade journal of the United
States, that the tariff has now becoms in many
cases & burden upon, instead of an aid to the
iron and steel industries, a freer system of
trade intercourse with other countries would
raise the United States very soon to the position
of by far the greatest producer of iron and
steel manufectures. Every now and again,
the complaint of manufacturers of cutlery and
other goods can be heard against a tariff, which
raises tho price of their raw material to an ex-
tent which makes i almost impossible for them
to compete in export markets. Then the bur-
dens upon imported ores for the manufacture
of Bessemer steel, are undoubtedly a check
Evi.
dently the United States tariff web is so tangled
with conoflicting protected interests, that it iz
becoming difficult in many instances to know

whether protectign or & hurden heg been ver

ceived from it. Still many of those who suffer
deceive themselves with the false idea that
they are protected. The wholesituation proves
the truth of Scott’s couplet:—

*“QOh! what a tangled web we weave,

When first we practice to deceive.”
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A PLEASING contrast to how nations with
high protective tariff’ distribute a surplus of
revenue is to be found in the budget of the
British Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr.
Goschen. He employs threo and a half million
pounds sterling in reducing postage rates to
India and tho colonies, in abolishing the duty
on gold and silver plate and iu securing a re.
vision of the Greek import tariff on British
goods, whereby British exporters secure easier
access to the markets of that country. Every
shilling is expended upon something calculated
to extend British export trade, while at the
same time he adds sixpence a gallon to the duty
on spirits, a branch of trade he evidently does
not want to encourage too much. A similar
surplus la the United States would te employ-
ed in subsidizing tariff’ bolstered undertakings,
that required such artificial props to keep them
falling and crushing their creators or projectors,
and in otherwise pandering to a national sclfish-
ness, which has reduced one of the wealthiest
commercial pations the world hasseentoa
fourth or fifth placs in the export trade of the
world.

Commenting on the fact that two and a half
millions sterling of this surplus came from ia.
creased revenne from duties on beer, wine and
spirits, the consumpt of which last year showed
a very .marked increass, the British Trade
Jourgal has the following rather cynical para-

raph :—

s ‘f%uch a circumstance has not occurred since
1874, when a great drinking year occu:red
simultaneously with a year of great commercial
prosperity. That tho renewed activity in trado
which began with last year should again have
been followed by a large increase in revenue
from excise and customs duties on alcohol, gives
color to the statement that the comimunity has
‘a habit of toasting its trading prosperity in
strong drink, and that strict temperance
priuciples go by the board when wagesand
arofibs are high. Our temperence, thercfore,

simply the penance wo do—the offering wo
make to propitiate fate—when commercial and
{ndustrial cnterpriteg fail”




