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THE COMING PROYINCIAL BLEO0 ION.
Tho mutterings of a political character

whiclî usually prpcrede ait electioti are
littlo by littie beconiing miî distinct
througheout this Province., and the uines ont
wvhich tho comning provincial strugglo la to
lie fought, are becoming more ulearly de-
iiied. Six t»)onths ago ito one could have
suppoeed, tlîat a provincial clection ii
Manitoba would be .fou-ht out se soon

.upon etraiglit old party line.s, but so the
niattor stands nt preserit, and before our
harvest is ripe tho old fight of ÇGrit and
Tory, Conservative and Reformer, will be
as ini bygone days, as bitter as it is un-
iiecessary and senselpss. Tt miglît have
heen expected, that a provinee wlhvh lîad
ln the past suflered so niuch front party
discord, and gained so mnch by a short
terni of unity, wvould have avoided if net
abliorred the former, and endeavored to
proiong the latter. It inigbit also ive
been expected, ai.d with grenter con-
fidence, that a Governmieit vhichà had
been hoisted -into power by the united
efforts of men of ail slides of political
opinioni, wvould have promptly clîecked
any act of its foilowers, wvliclm wvould
tend to prolong party ascendancy, or mear
the growving spirit of political iudeper..
dence. No sucli influence lias beezi exer-
cised, however, and 've tind the conven
tion or caucus of the party ini poiver as
hide-bound and as party.riddlen as e'.'r
'vere such gatiierings iii the past. T'he
ahility lay iiu the hancis of the G overn-
nient now ia power to cruslî eut this
spirit of old partyisrn, but tltey failed to
take advaritage of their opportunity. I
,was accounted dend, and soulless as a dog,
its resurrection flo,, fearpd But, gaI vati
ized into motioi• aîîd action as it now is,
its* ourse to the Viovince will not bc
ligbter than while it lived. WVhrn a
party in powpr inakes surit a false stcp,
wvp may expect the evil to Le intensifit.d
by the action of a broken and demoral-
izei Opposition. As matters stand there
can bo no doubt about the resuits of the
romin-, election, andi indeed it is difficuit
to, see how a nian true to Manitoba cut,
uuider present circumstances, do otherwise
than support the party now in power. In
doing so, however, ho niay bc simpiy
choosing the least of two evils, and if lie
la one m-ho s-.ýerb old party tics to give

snclisupport, lie inay with justice say, watclî case mauaîfactureni te joi the coin-
that provincial patrietism,anci uot the binatien or bo frozon ont.
good faiLli se fur of the Governmcnt on The hugar comîbine je perliaps te bret
their late nec Waty promises, piomipts nnderstood of any of the alleged comlîi-
Itini Lo do se. 'Many sucli people, white tiatiosîw, its having beoii extensively di..
r3upportiitg Mr. (irconway's candidates cussed ii the piess during the past year.
in te comiîîg clection, wilI rcgret thlat l'li sugar combituation grow ont of the
they must look upon that gentcrnrn as a unbusinesslike' practico of sclling sugar
party figure bonad, instend of a leader of a iît or less thaui cost. Aniong wliolesale
united people. rhe several mineir nus- as weIl as retail dealers, it lîad long hecît
takes o! the tieverunient miglit well ho the practice te nuake. a leader o! sngar.
Iookcd upon as trifles, but iii prolonging All soi-te of illegitimate trading and
partyisin they nuako a big blunder for scheining aîid cuttin- of prices has beîî
wlîicli they thenîselv'cs will y'et suifer. iîîdulged in, ii conîtectien %vithî engar, in

A sarcasm on Caliadiau pouli.s says, order te gain some t-cal or fancied ad-
tîtat in the work of creation nîankind vantage. Cutting sugar prices bad been
wvc&e crcated male and fenuale until carried te sucli an extent, tîtat the sugar
Canada wvas reachced, and therc the dis. trade siniply ment a dead loss te, thoso
tinction wvas changed te grit and tory, and wvIo ve.re haudling the coimodity. 'r'ite
the breeds have been distinct tliere ever more sugar a lieuse liandîrd, the more it
since. Seeminoely a Government cannot would ho ont of peeket. Whoiceale
ho found, oven i Manitoba, witlî courage grocers commenced te cast about for a
enungli te attempt te nlix them. remedy, îuid finally an arra'îgement wvas

madet betwcen the wvIolesale dealers and
THE COMBINATIONS. refiners, wvhiclî liad the desired effeet.

Thie Parliameîîtary coniînittee appoint. The wlîolesale dealers agreed te seil sugar
Pd te investigate inte the %% orkings and et an advance on refluera' prices of -' cent
eifect of trade combinations, presented its on small lots, and J cent on lots of tifteen
report te the House, at Ottawa, lateiy. barrels or more. Ia order te enforce this
A large amount of evidence wvas taken arrangemient, an unîderstanding wvas ar-
before tho commnittec relittinR te the ceom- rived tit witlî the refiners, wlviereby the
bines and alleged combines, niany days latter wvere te charge ý cent pet pouisd
being consumned lit exanîining witncsses, mors te gro(.2.rs whlo refused te enter the
iîîcluding persons iîiterested in the conîbi- combination. lit addition te this extra
nations, as wvell as those opposed te sncb charge, grocers outsiae' the cernbinatieîî,
trade arrangenîentb The result bas been or Dominion Grocers' Guild, as it waý,
that the comnittee nîîhcsitatingly con- called, wvere not.allowved the 2U per cent.
deîîîns the combines, and proposes stria- discount wlieh wvas given. by refiners te
gent legisiation against thîem. Tho sub- the guild grocer, for cash Altogether
jectsexarniaed were: Suar aud groceries, the ad vanta ge recel 'ed by teguild gi'-
coal, biscuits and confectionery, cembina- cers ainounted te about .30 cents per Ilvu
tiens against Caiandian watclî case mnan- jpounds. The guild iurnished refiners
ufacturers, barbcd wvire, binding t'vîne, witlî a list of wholesalu gricers whlo ad-
agricultural implenuents, stoves, coffin lîered te the combination prices, and ail
makprs and undertakers, oatmeal millers, otiiera Nvere charged the' 1 cent extra,
combinatien of egg deaiers, barley, and jwithiout discount. A itumber of grocers
the Canadien Fire Underwvritera associa- wlîo did beth a whlolesale and retail bus-
tion. Tis presenits quite a formidable incss, and wlio wére at fit-st miemiters of
list o! alheged combinations, several ol the guil1, wvere subscquently dropped otV*
wliiciî were, hardly kîtown te exist, outside the list. Me.mbers vlio refused toe adhut
o! those imuîediatuly iriteres-ted or affe&ted te o xed prices were aise expelled. It
tlîereby. j wil oe adi;itted that theguild was!fornied

The watclt case conibinatien ls an inter- te reînedy a Lad stete of affairs, and that
national one. Tt appears that tîtere is a the 1 'cent advance is a very moderate
Canadian association of jobbers in Uniit,,d profit oit sngUr, and, therefore, no
States watches, in affiliation 'witlî Mie justice te, tue general public. &tî1l tla
association in tîte latter country. By itts principhe underlying the combination is
constitution any member violating tîte not such as to bo considered worthy of
ruIes shaîl ferfeit $500, and nîay Le ex. recommendation.
pelled front the assouiatioii. The effect of But tîte grocers' gîîild did net stop à à h
titis association is te coipel tianadian 1 as efforts te regyulate prices of sugar.


