
THE CANADA LUMBERMAN.

"~rllEREis rcally a vast d;%treîice," said Nir. Cea.
1;"Hastings, of this City, "betwvcaî sellingibe

ta Atiierican deniers and ta iliose iii aur own country.
RIcre ire seli everytliing cii ihace inantlis' liane, nnd do a
large alîlounit of reaîcnang fur tusîoîncrs. An Anicrican
firaîî iiever drcaîîîs tIf asking sucli ternis. It is tntl an
uncouiînian îlîing ta reccive back a cheque befare the
stock lias ictually aenched thc custaîner. Tliere is a
picasure in cultivating a business af this chia-acter.
But reinember this, ivhen ycu seil an Atnerican a cer-
tainî class af goodb, lie wauîîs that and nething tise.
lie is prompt and exact ail around, aînd this is ag it
should be." In answer td'tlie qucry, how is trade, Mr.
}instings reported it "quiet, though tue outlook for the
rail is (air, ifihie harve3t turns aut el.

6* ..
"lLuiber trande in New Brunswiclt.," remarked à%r.

R. B3. Joyce, a farimer lumberer cf thî.st Province, and
non' located iii Torante, 'lis seriausly affccted b>' the
conîpetitian cf the Baitic. Ir is an 'expert trade that
the Provinace depends upen, an.d the cost of production
bas increased rc that extent cf lie venrs, thrcugh in-
ca-case cf stunipage and ether causes, that they can-
not pa-cfitabhy cape uvith this outside riv-ai. I wisb it
wverc atlicrwise, but 1 soinctimes fear the best days cf
inv aid province have gone by.Y

0 #.6
I have beard cf a Michilgan luinbernman, ubo bias

ivritten te a friend in Canada, asking: "W~hat in the old
Ilar-y the CANADA Lu»îERA~1N mntas by agitating
titis log question ?"i This hils miv devoted head, and
I wisb iy Amierican friend te know thrait miv hair is
getting vcry tliin -about tdiete. 1 have net donc nny
ngitatîng. Nly province is ta give ei'ery ont a show,
and I bave been letting the fclks on bath sides do iheir
awn taikiîîg. I nmust ta-> and catch >'ou, and get in
3our say, toe. EuI is a fa-ec and indcpendent elector,
.w1th ne axe ta grind; but he is dend afixiaus te furthe-

*h interests or evea-y iuanberman.

I had a lew ivords iviîh INa-. Tennaîît, an is office
cii the esplanade, a week aga. He had just
returned troni the wrest, and reports a fairly active
trade on the ether sîde af tue fines. "Yes," said be,
"îthey bave gel ove- the labor troubles that tba-eatened
sucli dire disaster in the carl>' spa-ing. Praces are sanie-
twhat stifT. Good inc:h and hall aîîd twa inch Cana-
dn humber as branging $3 a thousand mare than a
year age." Ma-. Tennant expa-essecd the opinion that the
reductian cf ic duty te $i a thousand had helped
siiiprnent!; te the States. Ont cfl'ect cf tue change, hon'-
lever, n'as ta paoducE. a scarcity of lîuibe- here. Stocks
just now tvcrc ver>' iow.

I hiate noiccd ii a-cading the necws items cf the
Lu-,iUERMA% tîînt w'ith few, if any exceptions, the
shingle milîs oi this country are repea-ted te be woa-king
day and niglît. iNtctilig a leading luînbe- merchiant
li feu' days sînce, I nsked hîim ta accounit for thas. 'lit
's owingn lie said, "te tire sta-ong Aiiiea-îcan demand for
shangles. Tliese people for serie icars past have been,
te n large ex\tcnt, using (in aîid galu'anized roofs. Ex.
liericncc lias prou'en ta themi, uiar iliese wuill îlot stand
thc weathea-, and tiîcy art naw going back ta slîirîgies
agaîn A iô incb sliingle as beauîg tised un nîost cases.
M~any iuibcrniei art cutting tîmear rougir legs inua
slîingles and ns tbey can sel thcuîî as fast as ruîade, they
get tbear iîîiieY out tif flieni at onîce. Pa-aces 1 ami glnd
te Say' are tmp a ittît.

o.,
,q'le fiaittenang out af t'le real estate boom an the

City, rcimcrkcd Nald~Iei raaan.>i fui ýNIe5.rs.
Tennant & o., luanher incubants, "has miade local
tande quiet. Real estate ha5 tacil up a od an
peuple. Ver) iittle bpet-ulatl e building is going, on ta-
day. The crectian of snîall boauses, such as vvas gcne

i mia se largcly a few years aga, is tvbat creatcd the
dcînand for lunmber. lioan and stone are clîicfly uscd un
the large buildings iliat are now geing up in the city.
Trade in tie country' is quiet, but wc arc looking for a
gitod f.11l taae. Ecrytbung dcpciîds on thie lîarv est.
Tire farniers are tire uiainstay af aur country toivns.
One barre of ta-nde in Canada is tire long credits. I have
been tr>injt fer sanie timie ta get tire luiberniten te-
getlîcr iii aider tduit sanie airraîigeient could be
ciïcctect ilînt ivould enîd îlîîs kitid cf business. Thimnk
of such nonsense as the jebbcr paying out in cash
freiglîts on luîîibcr siîipped front tic iihs ta sanie local
custerner hîc, and tlien taking the inati's note for thut
%%hiich liab been a straugéht dusbursemcraî on lus part.
And iliat kind of îlîing wc are doing cvery day. The
practice îuas started b>' a firni, wuho are to-day out cf
buîint:ss, but it seemns impo.ssible ta get n>' onf. back
ta sensible principles again." Mr. Caldwell reports
that his rirni are finding an increascd demand for
dresscd luutîber, and that tbcy are baving this uverk dorc
nt heone, and ta the satisfaction aI custorners, both as
regards pric.cs aîîd chiaracter af wark.

"WVhy sbeuld net the duty an hardwoods, as weli as
pine, be reduced tri one dollar? asked the manager cf
iNcEachren Bras., lumber dealers cf this City. "'Our
trade is ncarly altogether in hardwodcs and %ve find
ourselves a gcod dciii hiandicapped by tire duty. WVe
pay it cf course and net the corsumner. It cames eut cf
aur price."1

Y'cu bave been througb tbe States iâtely was the
suggestive enquiry cf the interviewer.

"Ves" said he, "I1 was ail tha-ougb Fit- rida, Tennessee,
Virginua and other southern States the early partof the
year. Te nie the weatber tvas delightful. 1 sawe lots
cf yellow pine and I can beîicu'e aIl I hear about its
grawing populaa-ity. lit is a handsoe woed, and cf
grear length. But about that duty an bardwaod. There
sheuld be fret trade in luîîîber cf ail k.inds!'

Docters vvili difl'er and se ivil! lumberrncn. We may
bave before us the saine data, but it dots net follow
that we ivill reacli tire saine conclusions frinu that data.
1 tell cisewbere un tbis page cf a consignâmcnt cf
twenty-fivc carloads cf Rumbe- te a reai estate dealer ini
tbe city. A wel.-known lumberman relates how the
circunistance struck hiin. W~e give bis story. I nmen-
tiened the fact ta lui-l, mian John Donagli. His
impression veas that ii. ,ossession af se large a quan-
tity cflumber byoneo -,ide cf the 1lumbtri ng business,
toRd cf a real estate dit t, r, rather tban its use for build-
ing aperatiens b>' or for thc owncr. "lThere is a gaod
deai cf trading in real estate these days," said Mr.
Donagh, "and 1 have known anen in the city ta acquire
quantities cf lumber taken ini a real estate deal ivith
saine one in the country, wuho awncd, or found it ta bis
interest te conta-e], somte luinbe-." Either interpretation
may be correct, and botb are probabiy typical cf act-
ual transactions occura-ing at tintes. There is ver
little, fromt a jack kn ife ta a Rond cf luînber, that cannat
be concerned in a-cal estate tbese days. I know cf tiens,
sugars, pictures, printing due bis, and the dear knows
'what cisc, that havi. played a part in tbc sale cf a piece
cf propetty. Any'thing wvill counit, if aid>' the property
can be inflîienccd ta change lîands. Sa much for real
cstatc.

1 have scen a letter, addresscd ta the publishe- cf
THE LuNIMIAN, fraîn a wbalesale lum ber deale-
across the border, asking, "Rîow ta get tue address cf
lumiber deniers or inatnufact.urers in Mantreal and
Oîtawva." The parties writing thc letter are subscrîbers
ta TrIE LuMBERMAN, and an anneunicement froni
deaiers in these places irculd, cf course, camte before
their notice. Others would aise see it, for I an% in-
formed, that the a-equest is not an unusual anc.. The
lette- is îîaturaily su&gestive cf advcauising. THE LuNî-
IIERM.iN bias ne cause ta compinin in this department
-at leit!t, as anr alooker, 'i strikes anc tlîis way ; the
f.tîLî tbat -,u miany of the bebt finns an the couniry,
especisall> those engagcd in nianuîacturing, use lis
advea-tising pages regularly, and sonie most libea-ally,
as an unmist.-kaUle coniplimefit ta the merits af tht
joural as an advearising mediumn. I have been struck,

howcvcr, with tice paucity of advcrtising from lumiber
dealefs thenmselves. They have lutaber ta seli. The
CANADA Lu,%IIERM-%AN covers the whale field in Can-
ada, of value ta these %-ie seli luînbcr, and it has aiso
a wide conetitueiîcy across the border. llow nîany
cnrlonds of luitber vreuic à dealer requîr-z ta seli
ta caver Uic cost clan attraictive business annouincenient
ini these pages ? li is evident frin ictters such as we
have qunteci abovc-and it is na single instance-that
there arc nev custonicrs ta bc liad, if our deaiers
wii oniy let tleie know tiîat tlîey aire doing business.
A nod ta a biind htorse etc.

"A large amaunt of propert> in this it,," 3aid M1r.
Meaney, manager for I. Thoînpson & Ca., lumber
merchants, of l3ay St., "is flot payiîîg more than 2 Or 3
per cent. on the aiouint irnested. Tarante wants about
So,o00 more people ta drap in bicre-nd ta do sa at once.
Building lias been avcrdorie, and fl 15 because se man>'
people arc iaaded up with real estate to*day, that col-
lections are slow Have yotî noticed in the case of
recent failures, wbat P large part af the issets cf many
insolvents is made upcf re.ilestate? WVe-are forced in
settiing up witb custaîners ver>' afien, in order ta pro.
tect ourselves, ta take over property cf one ciass and
another. 1 suppose it is better ta da this than ta make
a clean loss, but in most cases we tvill have ta "bhold
on" for sametime berare we get aur own back.l'

'Il will tell yau a funny tbing that came under my
notice a few days ago," cantinued Mr. Meaney. "I1 was
signing theG T.R. bock in aclcnowiedgment of an advicc
of a car fond cf lumber for aur firm. 1 noticed the
names of several ather local firmns for a carload each.
Scanniflg the list more closciy, 1 fcund a certain real estate
dealer down for 25 car loads. , We poor mortais couid
cnly buy anc car foad nt a time ; be bought in lots of
twenty-five."1

WVhat significance do you attach to this ? wvas the
query. "~It just nicans that speculative building in the
city bas reacbed a point where holders cf real estate,

wocan maniage it, find it necessary ta held even the
lumberin theirown bands,fortbc speculativebuildersare
net in a position ta command any credit. The owner cf
the land mav be able ta unlaad himself in part this way.
If the builder crin roake anytbing beyond bis wages ail
%vell and good. If not the ather man takes na
chances."

I found Mr. Meancy a s 1 bave found tle lumber
dealers gentratty lciaded up on the question of long
credits. "lTake in tbe real facts," said he. "The
lumberman starts into the woods witb a lot cf men.
For cutting, Iogging, drives etc. he bas got te put up
spot cash, from the start. Wh'bn the lumber is actually
nianufacturcd, it is a mistake and means a Iess ta self
it at once. Nearly .wo years go by frcm the time
be starrs ta expend capital in its preparatien for the
market, befere it is actually ready ta seli. Then when
it sbeuld be converted inte cash, it is soid an three
months tume, and tbis credit is c>tended ta the ameount
cf ane half by renewa«ls."

Wcil remarked EUI ne deubt you allow for ail this in
the profits.

"VYes we do"' said 'Mr. Mfeaney witb a quuical smile.
"lTaIre bill stuff. It cosis 559 at the mnili. The fre'ight
is $2.75. We sell it for $12 on time. B3ig profit, isn't
it? And lots cf margin for an occasional ioss during the
year. Tiie LUMBEnaRMAN would be canferring a grear
been on the ta-nde, if it could do anything te get tbe
dealcrz, in this city togetber te talk over these matters
in a commun sense, business manner, as business
inen should always be able ta do."

Tbc venerable ELI,having bis subject wvcli in hand,was
cruel enough te torture bum witb anc more question be-
fore the interview closed. Wl'hat about tbe duty that
some foiks are niaking a goed dcal cf noise abeut?

"«It bans been a geod thing for this section cf country"
wvas the response. "Our- goed lumber is worth $5. a
tbousand more than it was a ycar ago. Wc can't
credit ail thris te thc dut>', but it bas had the cffect of
bnnging the Americans aver here and Ietting them
sc just what we have got, and in this way new~ trade bas
'been creatcd, and as a resuit cf the incrcased demand
bas coene caeascd prîes They have found that they
can do better here than in Michigan."
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