
;

4

foiiffstci^ his uin unto Gi>iT, atul *^ tlioui^li Uil' L'>n] voiiUl foi^ivt

his SMI oil rf'K'ufiitici', yet, a^ it was a |)ul)li<; ofu-iiif, lu; vould
correct it in ,\ piii)lic inaniMT, by ^]c:Aruyhy^ liis siibji'ot'; hi-foio

his ryr.-?."* " 'i'hi- word of the I.funl C'.mc uiilo tlti" piojjlict Clad,

Divid'a soiTj sixyiii:;, Gi> rmd s:iy unto Divid, Tims !i;iit!» the

Lord, I oQ^r llice three tiiin';s, choose cIicl' ouc of tluMii, that I

iiuy do it unto tluT. So Cad came to D.ivid, and told hirn and
said unto liiiu, s!i:ill sctcu yi-ars of fdiniiiu cotnc unto tlice in thy

land ? or wiit tiiou fiou tlute months hcforo thi:.'j enemies, while

tJjcy pursue thve ? or llial thi^fc be three days pestilence in thy

Jand ? no'.v advise, and set^ iv!i:^t iinsvvcr 1 shall return to hiia

that sent inc. And D.ivid Ruld unto Gad, J am in a great slruil .:

let us fall novv into tlie hand of tho Lurd ; for his mercies are

great : and let nie not fall into the hand of man."
The direetion, or |iermi';.s''jn of God is to be acknowledged iti

all the Cilamitios wliicli men experience. *' Is there evil in the city

and the Lord hath not done it ?" The Psalmist vimvini; Saul and
liis attendants, instrumontally, as the sword and hand of God,
wherewith he chastised others, prays in the 17th |)sa!m, *' Deliver

my soul frotn the wicked, which is thy sword, from men, which
are thy hand, O L >rd, from men of the world, which have their

portion in this life." But when there is evil in the city, the

wickedness of men has procured it. The overruling providence

of God is to be aikiiowicdi;ed in all events ; but there is a plain

Oistinction between his committin;; and his sulTering providence.

I),ivid, theri'f(jre, made a very just distinction in the text, betvrcca

falling into the hand of God and falling into the hand of man.

He (hose to endure the immediate chasfisements of God, whose
mercies are Jircat, rather than such calaniitics as men arc instru-

jnental of inflictiug ; for he knew, tliai man, wlien let loose up-

on his brother man, and actuated by hostile ;^assions, be-

comes a monster more outrageous and relentless, than the beasts

of the desert. The ferocity of man, when his passions are unrc-

strained, ic attested by (he iiorrid events of every age. The an-

cient historian, Plutarch, says, and adduces melancholy instances

Mvhich prove, *'' that no beast is more savage, than man, when
possessed of powrer equal to his passions." In view of the horrid

massacre of the Shechemites, with what abhorrence of the naturd

and dire effects of the ungovcrned passions of man, did the good old

patriarch, Jacob, exclaim concerning the fruit of his own body,

Ijis own sons, Simeon and Levi, *' Instruments of cruelty are in

their habitations. O my soul, come not thou into their secret ;

unto their assembly, mine Iionor, be not thou united : forin their

aoger Ihey slew a nan, and in their self will they digged down a

* Dr. Scott, *.^- - ' ,. • '
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