
ivmSZ

o-Hungsrun

Empire, and

jhh made in

it oonvincing

a of nations

)anube. No.

The ^uns,

MLagyan, and

id Boioarians

»n Oonatanti-

Bte direction.

united jriver

.

lonih in the

The Inn leads

Bohemia and

Icmger^nna

d botb baakt

le other Itan4

ttiona. Theee

former times

oods or rapid

serred suooes-

L the Enns for

It n^resent the

Inn, with its

and ihe lUer,

|Mil3fl.$eld, hat

in matters of

d ai prominent

Q there hardly

same dependent

enoe it heoame

IP
possession for

ionsof powwfol

ial development

i all the more

re for the most

ooorse those of

atre of Eavi^
orpoaes, hul the

OENEBAL ASPECTS. g,

smTOUh 'ing lowliMids—Upper Italy, Hungary, or South Germany—ure more
or less at their mercy. A state which held not only this Alpine citadel, but also
the middle course of a rirer like the Danube, could easUy satisfy its hunger after
conquests.

Vienna, which occupies the centre of t? '& incoherent empire, has certainly
exerted a considerable levelling influence upon the various races peopling the
empire. These latter, however, resent the pressure which is exercised by the two
dominant races, and the time is not perhaps very remote when the existing institu-
tions idll be rephioed by a federation voluntarily organised by the nationaUties

- inhabiting the empire.

Formerly the Oermana were supposed to form the majority of the inhabitants,
and since the empire has taken the title of Austria-Hungary there are some who
believe that Germans and Magyars combined constitute a decided majority.
Such, however, is not the case. They are the dominant races, true ; but amongst
every four Austro-Hungarians there is but one German, and amongst seven only

^ one Magyar. The Slavs virtually form a majority. Even many of the " Germans

"

are merely Germanised Sbvs; but, irrespectively of this, nearly one-half of the
population is Slav by raoe and Slav by language. As respects nationality, there-
fore, Austria is nearly as much Slav as its two neighbour states of Turkey and
Russia. But the Slavs, unfortunately for the political influence they might exer-
cise, are split up into distinct nations. The northern and southern sones are
inhabited almost exclusively by Slavs, whilst the central sone is divided between
Germans, Magyars, and Rumanians. This central xone, from 100 to 200
miles in width, separates the mnrthem ftom the southern, or Tugo-Slavs. It
constitutes the most important portion of the empire, for it is traversed by the
Danube, the great oommeroial highway of the cottntry. If the Ruthenians desire
to hold interoonrse with their kinsmen in the south, they are oUiged to cross this
hostile cone

; and in reality they scarcely ever come into contact, except perhaps
at some Panslavie congress, when, to the d%ht of the Tiennese, they are com-
peUed to^cpress their ideas in the hated language of the German. The Northern
Slavs belong tothi«e nations speaking dic^langnagei^ vix. Ohechians (induding
Moravians and fflovaks), Poles, and Bialitenians. No love is lost between the
two latter. 1^ Southern Slavs, indndhig tkelSlovenee of Oamiolaand Sfyria,
the Sernans, Croats, and Dalmatians, exhibit grea^ aflhuties than their northern
kinsmen j-bnt, unfortunately for the pditioal influenoe they might exercise, th y
are split up into htmm rel^ious faotions, some being J^oman, others Greek
Oatholips, whilst the Slavs of Bosnia Mid the Hersegovina are in part
Mohammedans.

Next to Slavs, Germanii, and Magyars, Latin nations occiq>y a considerable
portion of the empire. He it«l^s of the Southern l^fol and tiie coast of Istria
are ineonsideiable in numbers, and g^vitate towuds IWy ; but the Rtlmanians
in Eastem Hunger;^ Mid Transylvania occupy a very extended territory. It u
m<iiB^^m^mwm 6t ^9 ppes are met wii, whifit the Jews are found
ill att parts of the empire «»)ept in the Alps. Au«^ in hot. is largely
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