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634 INDIAN HACKS OF AMKKICA.

not be obtaiucd, the Fucgians kill and feed vtinm the older

and more unserviceable members of their own community.

The benevolent Fitzroy, deejjly interested in the welfare

of these unfortunate islanders, made an attempt, in IboO,

to effect some improvement in their condition. ITe took

four of them with him to PJngland, one of whom died of

the small-pox shortly after landing. The others were

maintained and instructed, at the captain's own expense,

until October of the following year, when he took them

on boa^d the Beagle to return to their homes, and use their

influence in introducing the arts and comforts of civiliza-

tion. One Matthews accompanied them from ICngland,

with the purpose of assisting their efforts among tlieir

countrymen.

Arriving at Terra del Fuego, wigwams were built, and

a garden was laid out and planted with various European

esculents. Curiosity and astonishment were the first feel-

ings excited by these operations; but after the de})artiire

of the captain, the rude natives, unable to comprehend the

motives for the experiment, an-d incapable of a])prcciating

the advantages in store for them, destroyed the little plant-

ation. Jemmy Button, the one most particularly described

of those carried to England, when seen, a few years after-

wards, by Captain Fitzroy, had nearly relapsed into his

original state of squalid barbarity. ALatthews left the

island, upon the first failure of the attempt at agriculture.

Could there be found men of sufficient self-devotion to

be willing to take up their abode in such a dre<iry country,

there seems to be reason to believe that the Fuegians might

be reclaimed. They do not lack sagacity or intelligence,

and their memories are remai'kably retentive. It is said

that "they could repeat with perfect correctness each word

in any sentence addressed to them, and they remembered

such words for some time."

The Fuegians described by Commander Wilkes, as seen


