
186 SIR PHILIP SIDNEY. [chap. no.

of colonisation. In each case he recommended a great 
policy, defined in its object, and worthy of a powerful 
race, to the only people whom he thought capable of car
rying it out effectively.

This kindly blending of many qualities, all of them Eng
lish, all ,of them characteristic of Elizabethan England, 
made Sir Philip Sidney the ideal of his generation, and for 
us the sweetest interpreter of its best aspirations. The 
essence of congruity, determining his private and his public 
conduct, in so many branches of active life, caused a loving 
nation to hail him as their Euphues. That ho was not de
void of faults, faults of temper in his dealings with friends 
and servants, graver faults perhaps in his love for Stella, 
adds to the reality of his character. Shelley was hardly 
justified in calling him “ Sublimely mild, a spirit without 
spot” During those last hours upon his death-bed at Arn- 
heirn, he felt that much in his past life had been but vani
ty, that some things in it called for repentance. But the evil 
inseparable from humanity was conquered long before the 
end. Few spirits so blameless, few so thoroughly prepared 

. to enter upon new spheres of activity and discipline, have 
left this earth. The multitudes who knew him personally, 
those who might have been jealous of him, and those who 
owed him- gratitude, swelled one chorus in praise of his nat
ural goodness, his intellectual strength and moral beauty. 
We who study his biography, and dwell upon their testi
mony to his charm, derive from Sidney the noblest lesson 
bequeathed by Elizabethan to Victorian England. It is a 
lesson which can never lose its value for Greater Britain 
also, and for that confederated empire which shall, if fate 
defeat not the high aspirations of the Anglo-Saxon race, 
arise to bo the grandest birth of future time.

THE END.
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