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taini extent, that there might ba a Ohamber

tormed on some of tbese lines ; be proposeti

to takre ln the great admirais, generals aud

3udges, andi be woulId allow the lords to be

repreSented by one lu every ten of tbelr

number, and be proposed to for.m a council

In that way wbich migbt maire a second

Cba.mber lu place of the House of Lords.

But tbat bas neyer been attempted any-

where. The bon. Minister of Trade and

Commerce suggested aise, in the course

of his observations, that tbe leglelative

initiative lu regard to private Bills and some

otber matters mlgbt be le! t to the Senate.

That wouid be a gooti arrangement If It

could be carried out, but It Is Impossible to

suppose tbat the House of Coanmons 'wouid

yleld to tbe Senate any rlgbt whlch it bas

now. The rlgbt to lultiate leglalation, tbe

rlgbt te do as It chooses wltb regard to le-

gisiation would be held by the Cominons, and

I cau conceive of no arrangement of that kind

wblch the House of Gommons would make.

The bon. member from Richmond, ln the

course of bie observations, sald tbat this

very question bad been diseussed before,

and It was entirely out of tbe line o! proba-

blllty that It could ha adopted. 1 observe

tbat lu the confederation o! Switzerland

tbere la au arrangement wbich mlght be

carrled out, I wIll nlot say ln the parliamelit

of Canada as at preseut constituted, but It

le worth glauclng at for a moment. In

Switzerland tbere are two Houses. Tbe

people generally bave -representation ln

tbe Lower House and bave two mem.

bers each lu the Upper House. Eacb

canton provides Its own mode o! elec-

tion. Some rapresanutatives are chosen by

the Canton lagisiatures and sonie by a popu.

lar vota. As soon as the pariament assem.

bles, a division of legislative powers le madE

between tbem by tbe federal council, s0 thal

one does not overlap tbe other, but lt -muai

ba rememjbered aise ln Switzerland the refer

andum pravals, aud wban parliaient baw

agread upon any extraordinary or out of tbi

way question It la lef t for the consîderatioi

of the people. In Germany tbere le an Up

per liouse lu wbich tbe monarchical statai

appoint thair members aud the fiee citie

elect theirs, but, as I understand the Gei

manic system, that House only lasts f0

ona year. Each session thora is a niew Ur
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per House. It bas certain specified and
defined powers, and is nlot exactly like the

Senate of United States, the House of Lords

or the Senate of Canada. lu lrance enck

departuieft electS a senator by an electoral

college composed of the deputies, tlie mein-

bers of tbe general council ot the arrondisse-

meut and delegates cbosen by tlue munici-,

pal councIls of tbe commnDA or towns ln

proportion to population. Tbere are three

bundred senators ln France, chosen for nine

years lu tbree divisions. There was a 11f e

system of senators ln France, but it bas

almnost dlsappeared ; the nuniber bas been

reduced by deatb, and the genate Is now

elected by a representative body. The bon.

senator from Richmond, ln the course of bis

remarks, wbile be was very strongiy of the

opinion tbat a nomlnated House b-ad. fa lied,

was very mucb against faucy franchises

and proposed direct election by the people.

Wltb regard to the French Senate, 1 shall

quote an observation made -by M. d'Estollr-

nelies de Constant, a French politican, to

Mr. Depew

Belleviug the Amertcan metbod the only one
by wblcb a ConservatIve upper bouse could be
had, they adopted the Âmericau acheme ;this
worked admirabiy, and lu bis judgment the
existence of the Republie haît been due to the
Sonate and -the ludependence It had from the
method of its election.

But as I bave just mentioned, the senators

in France are elected 'by one remove froit'

the popular vote. 1 give the bon. member

trom Marsbfield. credit for having made a

*careful and palns-takling survey andi con-

sideration of the whole question. He -went

*over the legislative action of the Senate and

examiued as to wbetber it bad faied lu Its

duties or had faitbfully performed them,

*and he came to the conclusion that on the

whole the Senate bad performed its duties

-very well. Stili he favoured a change so

far as to give tbe minorlty represeutation

-in the Senate. Geuerally, 1 take it tbat the

hon. gentleman agreed witb the viewa of

the bon. Minister of Trade and Commerce.

He agreed. with regard to representation of

-minorîties, as dld my bon. friend beside me

( Hon. Mr. Legrls). My bon. frlend would
s give the opposition the rigbt to nominatc
I- two senators te three nominated by the gov-
r ernmenfC I do not think I could go that

far, if I adopted the idea at ail. I question


