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have tbem ? Are we in a beaitby condi-
tion because tbey bave sucb powers ? They
will use tbe power of combination in the
future as tbey bave in the past, If tbis
provision is left in the Bill.

Hon. Mr. GIBSON-If my bou. friend
would corisider tbe limited. powers of tbis
Company, lie would sce that a capital of
one million dollars will flot more than sut-
ficee-I question if that amount will be
sufficleut for their purposes. Itegarding
absorbing other corporations, I may say
that they bave spent betweeu eigbt and
ten million dollars in w'-a ter-po -%ers be-
tween Toronto and -Niagara Fl'als. Tbey
bave spent millions of dollars nt the Falls.
Three or four millions have been spent
between the Kew rals and the city of
Hamilton, and the idea that this company
because of the powers given to it iu this
Bill. wbicb biave already been givcn to
other comnpanies, is to be of snch a formni-
Étable characte'r thiat with a capital of
one million dollars It will be lu a position
to buy Up aIl the water-powers of Canada
-I am astonlshed at my bon. friend's In-
telligence Iu prescnting such a absurd ar-
gument to Uic House. One million dollars
wlll flot place tbis company on a first-
class basis. There is an erroneons idea la
regard to thc cost of transmnissionl and deve-
lopment of water-power. The people look
at the water runnlng on the wheel, and the
revolutions of the turbine, and tbey bave
no conception oif 'wbat it cost. Millions
have been spent by companies lai connec-
tion wlth the developinent of water-power,
and electricity, In the province, by United
States capitallsts nt Niagara Falls ln addi-
tIon to the money tbat has been spent by
Toronto people.

Hon. Mr. WILSON-lt Is lu thc bands
of Mackenzie and 'Mai.

Hon. Mr. GLBSON-They caninot do any
more than any other company bas donc.
If any other Company lias a better fran-
chise, It *wIll have a better chance to bny

.,Dut this Company, than tiiis company would
bave to buy thcm out. rt is always the
large company that buys out the littIe one.
Wlth thc amount of' capital tiey organize
on, thcy cannot do more than attend to
their own business. I disapprove of coin-

Hon. Mr. WILSON.*

bines as much as the lion. gentlemanu froin
Alberta. I am glad lie is coining over to,
tlîat view~ of the case, because, lu the past,
he bas been very free In regard to large
corporations, and lie bas neyer ralsed bis
voice against tbem until now and I amn
qulte sure of ail Uic corporations that bave
reccivcd bis at tbe bauds of this Ilomse,
this company Is lcss formidable than any
of tbem.

Hon. 'Mr. DAVIS-WVith regard to tire
arguiments-if tbey arc argunments-against
this ameudirnent they are very eni.
Mre were toid wblen discnssing the last pro-
posed amndmiet, thiat thc clause conld
not bceut ont becanse it was iu the goeneral
Act. We are told tliat this clause should
be allowed to sta3- iii the Bill because it
appears lu 500 other Acts ; so that Nve (Io
ilot know m-here we stand. 'My lion. friend
says that this company bas oalY onre iinillian
dollars capital, and that it would be liin-
possihle for tbem to buy up otber water-
powcrs. If that is the case, wbnt hirrn
will be donc by striking ont the clause ?
It Is Uic principie I object to. I do not
care if It appears lu a hundred Bis. We
may some day find tbat it Is flot right' to
insert Uiis clause in measures passed by
this House. We may find that Uic Comn-
binations are getting too strong-, as in the
United States, and we magy corne to the
conclusion that they sbouid be stopped.
I think Uic prescut time Is just as good
as any to commence the good work, and to
say :'Wc do not want to furnisb machi-
nery for the formation of combines.' My
hou. friend speaks of Uic combines ut Nia-
guru. Tbey arc worth millions und mil-
lions. This company could comne back to
us and get an Increase of capital. Sup-
posing there xvas n small company doing
business down there, and this compauy
would make it se lntcresting for the
smalI company that thiey wouid bave te,
get ont of business, and they fouud that a
million dollars was not sutffcient to ah-
sorb the stock of the other company, they
wonld corne to, this House and ask for
lncreascd capîtalzation, and I venture to
say that my bon. frlcnd, who bas becu
always opposed to combines, would be one
of Uic gentlemen ýwbo would vote for the
lacrease lu their capital. We are doing


