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these young men an opportunity to develop confidence and 
maturity. I am proud of all these fine players.

I would also like to offer special congratulations to Coach 
Frank McCrystal for his leadership and to congratulate Darryl 
Leason, the offensive star player, and Randy Sorchensky, the 
defensive star player.

I ask all parliamentarians to join with me today to congratu
late the Regina Rams on winning the Canadian Junior Football 
Championships.

to the effect that military authorities had indeed ordered the 
destruction of incriminating evidence.

These new revelations demonstrate once again that the gov
ernment must appoint, as soon as possible, a real commission of 
inquiry. If the Minister of National Defence really wants to shed 
light on the behaviour of Canadian military personnel in Soma
lia, he must take such action as quickly as possible, rather than 
wait for the conclusion of the current judicial proceedings. If 
this is not done, some important evidence will be missing, 
including incriminating photos, the existence of which is 
known.

The minister must reconsider his decision.
• (1415). 

[Translation]
[English]

SENATOR JEAN-ROBERT GAUTHIER

Mr. Benoît Serré (Timiskaming—French River, Lib.): Mr. 
Speaker, the Prime Minister is to be commended on his judi
cious appointment of Jean-Robert Gauthier to the Senate of 
Canada.

Mr. Gauthier faithfully served Canada and his constituents in 
Ottawa—Vanier for 22 years. For many years he championed the 
cause of Canada’s francophone minority as well as that of other 
minorities, all of which are part of Canada’s cultural mosaic.

I am sure that Senator Jean-Robert Gauthier will continue to 
serve Canada faithfully and with passion. I would ask all 
members on all sides of the House, and especially the hon. 
member for Rosemont, to join me in congratulating our senator 
and wishing him the very best in the Upper House.

GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES

Mr. Ray Speaker (Lethbridge, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, during 
the election campaign, the Prime Minister waved around the red 
ink book and told Canadians that he had the plan. It is in fact the 
Reform Party that has the plan to deal with the country’s deficit 
and debt.

In the presentation to the finance committee today, the 
Reform Party outlined $10 billion in specific expenditure reduc
tions. This is the first phase of an updated zero in three plan to 
eliminate the deficit in three years. The presentation pointed out 
the absolute necessity of going beyond the government’s 3 per 
cent target if we are to preserve Canada’s fiscal integrity.

Unlike the government, whose fiscal plan will add $100 
billion to the debt bringing the total to an astronomical figure of 
over $611 billion, the Reform Party’s plan tackles the economic 
problems of the country in a responsible manner.

We have set out a clear time frame for eliminating the deficit 
and we challenge the government to do the same.

* * *

[English]

BLOC QUEBECOIS

Mr. Geoff Regan (Halifax West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
challenge recent comments of the hon. leader of the Bloc 
Québécois.

[Translation]

During the 1993 election, Bloc candidates said they would 
stay on as members of Parliament only up to the referendum. 
Yesterday, the Leader of the Bloc Québécois said that the 
members of his party will stay even if the majority of Quebecers 
reject their party’s mandate.

A member of the Parliament of Canada must realize that even 
if it is his duty to represent his riding, he must work for Canada 
first. Bloc members keep saying that Canada’s institutions do 
not work.

If that is tme—and it is not—why are they so determined to 
stay after a defeat in the referendum?

JUNIOR FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS

Mr. John Solomon (Regina—Lumsden, NDP): Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to acknowledge the accomplishments of the Regina Rams 
junior football team from Saskatchewan.

On November 11 the Regina Rams had a day to remember 
when they won their 12th national football championship 
against the St. Leonard Cougars in Montreal. It was their second 
consecutive Canadian junior football championship.

It came as no surprise to Regina fans to see their team win by a 
score of 52 to 6. The Rams lost only one of the 25 games they 
played this season.

Despite their excellent record, the Regina Rams Football Club 
is about more than winning. It teaches teamwork and gives to


