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Do we pull out our forces on March 31? I say no. I say that 
would not only be a profoundly tragic event because it would 
deny the humanitarian assistance that we are providing but as 
well I say that the status quo cannot continue. I say it is time that 
the United Nations listened to the voices of its commanders, 
whether it be General Cot, General Morillon and so many others 
who say that they have to be given the tools to do the job.

[Translation]

The genocide must stop. Canada must continue to play its 
role. The United Nations must be able to maintain their role. We 
must do everything we can to stop this genocide.

[English]

Mrs. Jane Stewart (Brant): Madam Speaker, I would like to 
thank and congratulate the hon. member for his personal and 
poignant intervention today.

Having had that personal experience it adds clearly to the 
debate. I note he urges us to remain in Bosnia and in the war tom 
areas. I contrast that with other personal accounts made earlier 
today by members who may not have been there but who still 
have families there. Those members have indicated that their 
best view is that we should pull out. It is a very difficult decision 
we have before us.
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The mandate is there on paper. The mandate and resolution 
836 of the United Nations is there on paper. They can take the 
action that is necessary but they do not have the resources. I 
suggest it is time that we clearly understood, that we have 
clearly sent a message to the Bosnian Serbs and to others 
engaged in atrocities that we are serious.

I do not have the time to quote the many statements that have 
been made by a series of generals but it is time that we said that 
air strikes in combination with ground troops will be used if the 
bloodshed, the carnage and the violence does not stop.

I would like to note that the hon. member has indicated his 
recognition for the lack of clarity and strength in our current 
mandate. I too am concerned about that. I am greatly concerned 
that without a clear mandate we may be allowing ourselves, 
whether we mean to or not, should we stay, to move from 
peacekeeping to peacemaking. I would find that an unacceptable 
transition.

We cannot continue to be witnesses of this holocaust any 
longer. We cannot pull out. Air strikes alone, our military people 
tell us, will not achieve the objective we are seeking. If 
serious about safe havens in Tuzla, in Sarajevo and in the other 
four areas that were designated, we must get serious about 
giving the United Nations troops on the ground the opportunity 
and the ability to enforce those safe havens.
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I would like to ask the hon. member how long he would have 
us stay in these troubled areas without a clear mandate, with 
risking identifying ourselves as being the enemy and not the 
peacekeeper.

Mr. Robinson: Madam Speaker, it is important that 
recognize that pursuant to the existing mandate—God knows 
there have been many UN resolutions—in June of last year, UN 
resolution 836 mandated United Nations peacekeepers in that 
area to participate in the delivery of humanitarian relief. It 
authorized UNPROFOR in carrying out the mandate defined in 
this resolution to take the necessary measures, including the use 
of force, in reply to bombardments against the safe areas by any 
of the parties or to armed incursion into them or in the event of 
any deliberate obstruction in humanitarian aid to take all 
necessary steps including the use of air power.

We must do more to assist the refugees who are fleeing from 
that area. We must do more to ensure that the war criminals who 
are responsible for these atrocities are brought to justice and that 
the resources are made available to that tribunal.
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We must ensure that the United Nations’ agenda for peace 
becomes a reality, preventive diplomacy, a United Nations 
standing army to help to prevent the recurrence of these atroci
ties in the future.

Finally in closing, I want to return to the words of this 
courageous Canadian in Banja Luka who said: “Our office has 
been evacuated three times for threats to our security. We can 
evacuate a few hundred members of minorities judged to be in 
the worst danger but cannot protect them all. Their families have 
lived here for centuries. The United Nations was unable to 
deploy troops here because Bosnian-Serb authorities refused to 
allow it. To those who said to themselves after seeing “Schin
dler’s List”, ‘never again’, it is happening again”.
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That is the mandate which now exists. I think what 
hearing from the generals on the ground is that the mandate has 
to be strengthened to clarify the ability of the United Nations to 
clearly respond. The shelling of safe havens means that, in fact, 
they are not safe. How can one talk of safe havens which 
being shelled from the hills.

As General Briquemont said, there is a fantastic gap between 
all of these Security Council resolutions, the will to execute 
those resolutions and the means available to commanders in the 
field.
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Finally he says this and I echoed his call: “The so-called 
leaders of the western world have known what is happening here 
for the last year and a half. They received play by play reports. 
They talk of prosecuting war criminals but do nothing to stop the 
crimes. May God forgive them. May God forgive us all”.


