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The answer in this reply was "$450" per month. He con-
tinued:

We can't buy school supplies for aur four children.

This is flot opposition rhetaric; it is written in black and
white on the questionnaire. Another persan indicated:

We renewed last June at 18.5 up from an 11.75 per cent mortgage vie had.
Feel hanks are totally irresponsibie and greedy. Whatever happened ta 25-year
terms, instead of this headache every one, three or five years.

I ask tbe minister, whatever bappened ta 25-year terms?
The reply continued:

1 think the gavernment wiii sc a Iittie peaples- revoit soan over this. These

high rates are forcing mothers back ta work and 1 feel it's a main contributing
factor in the breakdown of the family unit. Let's sec 12 or 13 per cent mortgages
again! The high fuel coats are very frustrating ... Hang in there-

Another persan said:
Haw can aur so-called leaders, whom we have elected. tolerate this ridiculous

situation where banks are allowed ta reap their enormaus profits and we the
people. ... lose aur homes. We must be foois ta tolerate this-

Another one indicated:
As a single parent, 1 feel trappedi. i'm sick of hearing about home awners when

a lot of us are stuck paying rent seemingiy forever and can't even save.

This single parent went on ta indicate the difficulties in
renting. Another constituent indicated:

Next increase we wan't be under rent contrais.

We must remnember that the minister bas been going around
the country attempting ta get people out of rent contraIs. Tbis
persan went on ta indicate:

1 think the price limit for rent contrais needa ta be raised-nearly everyane
must have outgrawn it by rIow. soun we'll ail be at the landiords' mercy! How can
any of us have a sense of security or plan for the future?

Another questionnaire indicated tbat the writers had sbared
their bouse with another couple for six months and finaîly were
able ta instal, although admittedly illegal, a suite downstairs in
order ta meet tbe buge increase in payments. It went on ta
indicate that the renavations were costly, and withaut the
benefit of personal family boans wauld have necessitated a
second martgage. Wbat about people who cannet instal suites
or do not have families ta belp them? Tbey also indicatcd that
their increase was from $452 ta $809, and tbere was a notation
tbat it amaunted ta 50 per cent of their monthly wage.

This is not opposition rhetoric; the minister cannet dismiss
it. These are direct quatations of the people. Another indicated
that he bad been renting bis prescrnt home since the summer
and that be had bad no rent increases. He said that it was very
difficult procuring bis place with twa small cbildren and ane
cat, but tbat be was one of the lucky anes wha faund a place in
wbich ta live. He said, "The housing situation-words arc
inadequate; let us sec some action". One couple indicatcd that
they owned tbeir own home and that their 25-year mortgagc
was finisbed at Iast, but that their cbildren wouîd be sceking
homes or rentai units in the near future and thus tbey kncw
that higb interest rates are a seriaus problem about whicb
somnetbing must be donc.

Anotber concern was expressed that witb bigb mortgagc
rates their threc sons have no hope of awning homes. Another
persan indicated that he purchased a one-bedroomn apartment
approximately 18 montbs ago witb a paymcnt of $290 per

Housing

month. He indicated that with his renewal for one year bis
payment went ta $540 per montb in December and he was ld
the mortgage would go to over $800 per month. This persan
also bas ta pay $100 per month for the manager's fee whicb
bas risen, but bis wages bave neyer risen ta cover sucb high
mortgage costs.

Sameone suggested that if economists started making more
bopeful predictions thcy could bave a psycbalogical effect upon
tbe public. Anotber couple indicated tbat their payment would
have increased by $150 if it bad flot been for a family friend
wbo owed them some maney, but that they knew of otber
people wbo were in trouble. Another persan indicated that he
faund it absurd, altbough he bad few debts and could qualify
for a large mortgage, tbat be could flot meet the montbly
paymcnts and thus could flot purchase a home. He asked,
"What are yau going ta do for me aside from raising taxes and
dccreasing deductions?" There is great cynicism out there
about paliticians, as well as about political and government
processes.

Someone cIsc indicated that he lived in co-operatîve housing,
whicb is tbe answer ta affardable bousing for both the young
and middle-aged. Another letter on ca-operative housing
indicated that tbe writer would like ta see lower interest rates
and more co-aps for people on lowcr incomes. Another indicat-
ed tbat he wisbed the Liberals would unplug their cars and
listen carefully ta tbe problems facing tbe Canadian economy
today and deal witb tbemn accordingly. Another constituent
indicated tbat he would like very much ta awn bis own home
but doubtcd he ever would because of bigb intcrest rates. A
couple indicatcd tbat they rented because tbey could not afford
ta purchase and that tbcse usuriaus rates must be reduced soon
by wbatever means necessary. Tbe final questionnaire ta wbicb
1 will refer indicated that sometbing must be done about
intercst rates. Tbis couple wantcd ta purcbase a home but
could not because of interest rates. Tbey said, "Help, do
something!"

These were camments of people in mny riding wbicb 1 tbink
display a pattern. 1 should like ta sumn them up by referring ta
the patterni and inviting the minister ta listen. The first point is
tbat clearly there are increases in casts and peaple are paying
more for housing. 1 suppose this is obviaus, but these question-
naires give exact details of tbe increases. I would be glad ta
provide tbe minister with tbese questionnaires aftcr my speech,
but first let me indicate that people are contînuing ta rent
because tbey cannet afford home ownership.

1 sbould like ta refer ta the statîstics about wbich people are
unaware. Tbe average family income in British Columbia is
$29,639, wbicb is fairly bigh when compared with same other
parts of tbe country. If one takes 25 per cent of that income,
$617.48 a montb is tbe affordable amaunt for shelter. If you
assume a payment of 25 per cent of the income, ignore aIl costs
of awnersbip and taxes and assume a 16 per cent mortgagc
interest rate, whicb is an the low scale, people can buy a home
valued at $46,780. But there are no bouses in Vancouver for
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