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returning off icers have been asked to, get in toucb with the
parties that ran one and two in those constîtuencies to the
end that enumerators can be named. That is most indica-
tive of the degree to wbich this House is going to be kept
in session in order to pass various bills that are apparently
goîng to be brought in, and it would lead one to believe,
coupled with the directions beîng given to, the returning
off icers, that an election is close at band.

I see the President of the Privy Council (Mr. MacEac-
ben) smiling witb the smile that indicates that probably
wbat I am stating is well based. When the President of the
Privy Council smiles, be brings us all together in agree-
ment. That bas been the secret of bis success as the
singular member of the government cbarged with the
responsibility of making the House work.

So we face an election. We also face, as bas been pointed
out over and over again, a serious falling away of the
population of certain provinces and areas in our country.
Although this is not the time or place to do so in detail, let
me mention what bas bappened in Saskatchewan. 1 took it
upon myself to look into that matter. According to my
information, the population of Saskatchewan, if migra-
tions procéed at their present rate, by 1981 will be approxi-
mately 2,100 more than it was in 1961. In other words,
wbat is happening in those provinces-in this connection
Saskatchewan is one example and Manitoba is another,
althougb the degree of diminution of population in that
province is not as great as the degree of diminution in
Saskatchewan-is an indication that more and more we
are becoming an urhanized country.

I listened witb interest to the bon. member for
Assiniboia (Mr. Knigbt) and wîtb many of the tbings he
expressed I am in agreement. However, I want to make it
perfectly clear that I do not agree with bis idea that the
committee for Saskatchewan wbicb looked at electoral
boundaries of constituencies did a good job. In point of
fact, it is difficult to understand the tinkering that was
done by the commission headed by the hon. Mr. Justice
Brownridge. I am going to mention my own constituency
as an example. For a wbile it looked, in view of the degree
to, wbicb Prince Albert now extends 18 miles south of
Saskatoon, as if the Minister of Justice (Mr. Lang) and I
migbt be opposing candidates in the next election. Now,
with wbat bas been done by this bill, that possibility bas
been eliminated. But it would have been a wonderful
battie. I was rather looking forward to, it. I see the Presi-
dent of the Privy Council smiling. Yes, I was really look-
ing forward to that battie.

As f ar as the province of Saskatchewan is concerned, it
is obvious that in drafting certain of the boundaries the
commission under Mr. Justice Brownridge had political
considerations in mi. Indeed, in order to add to, the
population of one constituency he found it necessary to
deduct tberefrom about 18,000, and then to run tbat con-
stituency soutb many, many miles to, a point f ar removed
from the centre of the constituency. It was a political job.
It was a gerrymander. And I can recognize a gerrymander,
Sir, because I experienced that twice in Lake Centre. The
third time that part of the constituency was wiped out by
being divided f ive ways. I always bow when I hear the
name of the Right Hon. J. G. Gardiner. But for him I
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would have neyer become prime minister because I did flot
intend to run in the election of 1952. But when they took
my constituency and wiped it out f inally, having tried
twice previously to jimmymander it, I decided that I
would run in Prince Albert where for mnany, many years
only a Liberal had been elected, with the exception of one
socialist.

The day of the gerrymander is over, at least officially.
The action of the provincial commission in Saskatchewan
leads me to believe that the chairman of that commission
had some ambition for a higber judicial appointment.
Having given him a most generous reference, let me say
that I think that what is beîng done here is a step forward.
0f course, I cannot visualize the House of Commons with-
out the President of the Privy Council and I cannot imag-
ine his constituency being wiped out. To me, that was
ground enough for the assurance that there would be
action on the part of the government in bringing forward
legisiation which would remove the possibility of a catas-
trophe such as the minister's not being a candidate in the,
constituency that he has represented for so long.

As f ar as the bill is concerned, I give it my support,
because if it bad been brought in any other way I would
have found it necessary to, raise strong objections to its
constitutionality. There is nothing, as 1 see it, that would
make this parliament postpone the facing of this issue,
and that is what we are doing. In so f ar as it affects the
western provinces, this bill is one of the first steps along
the road to reform. The need for reform has suddenly
stricken the heart of the Prime Minister (Mr. Trudeau) in
preparation for bis meeting the representatives of western
Canada. No doubt this is tbe first step toward the econom-
ic conference tbat will begin in Calgary within the next
couple of weeks. Before I sit down, let me direct these
remarks to the acting prime minister of the moment. He
should warn the Minister of Justice from now on not to
make attacks on provincial premiers of western Canada,
because what he bas done in recent days in that connec-
tion would almost lead one to believe that he decided to
torpedo tbe conference in advance.

Wbat is being done now is just a step for the purpose of
bringing about equity witbin this country. "Rep by pop" is
a fine phrase. I listened with great interest to the hon.
member for Scarborougb East (Mr. Stackhouse) reviewing
bistory. I read all tbe debates tbat took place between 1841
and 1867. However, representation by population cannot
be preserved within this country if confederation is to be
maintamned. We and other areas outside of the cities would
be wiped out and our people would be virtually without
that representation to wbich they have a right.

Mîr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please. It being f ive o'clock.
the House will now proceed to the consideration of private
members' business as listed on today's order paper,
namely, public bills.
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