
The caSt of living has risen in my con-
stituency as much as elsewhere. With
everyone here, I deplore this situation.

As stated by the Right Hon. Prime Minister
(Mr. St. Laurent), "we are ail affected by
the rise in prices and the situation pleases
no one".

On the other hand, the demand for man-
power is very high and I hope aur people
will ail be working this coming winter.

The farmers af my constituency keep toil-
ing ta clear and improve their farms. The
arduous task they undertook is now producing
results. However, if we want the progres
of the farmers of aur district ta be on a par
with that af industry, we wiil have ta help
those who clear the land and make it easier
for the farmers ta distribute their praducts.

1 knaw aur farmers. I know haw stead-
fast they are, and if we help themn ever sa
little we may be sure that they wiil do their
full share in the development and progress
af western Québec.

The mine warker touls incessantly ta, pro-
duce ever increasing quantities of 'basic
metals which are becaming more and mare
indispensable ta aur economy.

The workers in the Rouyn-Noranda,
Cadillac, Malartic, Val d'Or-Louvicaurt min-
ing area have done very much for the develop-
ment of thart rich area and they expect from
us the protection to which they are entitled.

The gald mining industry is going thraugh
a difflcult periad, and producers have ta
market the preciaus metal at a price infinitely
lower that it shou.ld really be. Same mines
are operating at a loss just sa they can prevent
disaster in municipalities depending solely
on that industry.

Most of the warkers in the region hýaving
invested their savings in real estate lacated
in the variaus municipalities, the federal
gavernmnent must do its best ta pratect the
future of these miners.

Fartunately, in arder ta avercome the diffi-
culties facing the gald mining industry and
the municipalities which depend an it, the
gavernmnent has maintained in force the
Emergency Gald Mining Assistance Act. We
hope it wiil remain in force in 1952, with even
more generous provisions if passible.

The government cannot lose anything by
doing Sa; in fact it wiil gain much. Here is
the reason why. The gald praducers acknawl-
edge their respansibilities. They also parti-
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cipate fully in the development of our other
minerai resources: I refer to frequently
used metals like copper, zinc, lead, silver,
nickel, etc., which are in such great demand.
An example wiil illustrate what I mean. Let
us take the Sullivan Consolidated mine. This
typically Canadian enterprise, which praduces
nothing but gold, is established in my region.

This mine during the years favourable ta
the gold industry had accumulated a certain
working capital. It could have waited, could
have accepted government assistance in order
to maintain its financial position. But it did
net do so. The directors of -the campany
realized there was a strong demand for base
metals. They lost no time in investinýg
the capital in prospecting work and develop-
ment of base metal mines. Thus, the Sullivan
Consolidated played an important part in the
development of the zinc and copper deposits
of the East Sualivan. The same company also
advanced a part of the outlay required for
the development of important zinc and lead
deposits in the Gaspé region. These depasits
should be mined bef are long. In addition,
this mine is spending large amounts on pros-
pecting activities in many other parts of the
country. I could give many examples.

I say, Mr. Speaker, that government aid
ta gald mines is well justified since, first of
ail, it prevents the turning of certain towns
inta ghost towns and the financial ruin of the
mai arity of aur workers. On the other hand,
that money is repaid a hundredfold ta the
country, because it brings about the opening
of new base metal mines that produce essen-
tial metals for our civilian and military needs.

The gavernment realizes the importance of
air transport in aur district and, through the
Department of Transport, it bas pravided
landing strips near the cities of Rouyn and Val
d'Or. The people of my country are grateful
ta the gavernment for its solicîtude in the
matter. I must say, however, that in case of
war, the Rouyn airport would not be apprapri-
ate for jet planes. I wish ta draw the matter
ta the attention of the Minister of National
Defence (Mr. Claxton). I am confident the
Department af Transport wauld willingly
ca-operate with the Department of National
Defence ta complete the work at that airport
so as ta provide, in case of war, a greater
protection for the mining centres in the
vicinity of those airparts.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I hope that the
war in Korea, which unfartunately seems ta
develop into an endless struggle, will end in
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