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wor irît y are doing aI I oî cr the world on the
<en sca. I ilhould like to see him aet for

aniothecr department. When coal and bouses
are boughlt and transported ail over the seven
seas for certain officiais of another department.
externai affairs. there is duplication. If this
corporation is to be successful, it must not
dufflicate the work of another departmnent.
The minister in charge of the D.epartment of
Trade and Commerce now bas commercial
agens on the seven seas as foreign agents.
You ouglit to see the list of themn in the
minister's monthly bookiet; they are doing
the very work which these useless ambassa-
dors are doing in another departmnent, ail over
the seven seas. there is duplication and waste.
Thev are flot necessarv at ail. If the rninister
would include themn as well, 1 would flot mind
supportiîig lui1 . But under the present pi in-
ciple parliarnent, by passing this amendment,
will be absolutely remnoviog purchases from
r ho control of this parlianient. The minister
will flot bo responsibie now. hecause lie lias
divested himseif of bis ministry and is mov-
ing bis responsibilities over to a crown cor-
poration which can snap its fingers at par-
lianment and say: we are statutory nowv; we
(Io oot need to have your consent or advice at
aIl. One department, which should bo ahol-
îiîîed is the department I referred to. externial
'iflairs, wben we already have commercial and
many other agents in tbese foreign countries
who do rnost or ail of the work overseas; yet,
bouses and supplies, inciuding coal, are being
sent over t0 themi bNy the Departinent of
External Affairs.

Mr. H. C. GREENý (Vancouver South):
Mr. Speaker, the explanatory note to this
bill states that the puirpose of it is to enable
the Minister of Trade and Commerce
(Mr. MacKinnon) to utilize the services of
the corporation-that is. tbe Canadian Com-
mercial Corporation-in making purchases for
the Department of National Defence. The
mcmbcrs of the officiai opposition are firmiy
,onvinccd that this is an unwise stop. Tbis
afternoon I întcnd to try to convince bion.
members in al] of the other parties in this
bouse that sncb is the case. and to ask that
the govcrnment withdraw this bill and give
further consideration to the wbole question.
I notice that the Minister of Finance
(Mr. Abbott) shakes bis head.

>Ir. ABBOTT: I am anxious to'save money.

Mr. GREEN: I hope that hie is flot yet
the whole government. If be cannot be con-
vined, I will work on the others. I sh<îll try
Co convince lion. members wbo bave more
open nîinds.

ïNir. Cliurni, I

Mr. ABBOTI': Th'at is a pretty easy gibe.

Mr. GREEN: In order to sec just, wbat this
bill mean,. we must first consider what the
Canadian Commercial Corporation itseif is.
It was sot up last year as a orowfl company
for definite purposes. Tbose purposes wili
ho found in section 4 of the act, chapter 40
of last year's statutes, and read as foilows:

4. (1) The corporation is established for the
following porposes:

(a) to assist-

And 1 emphasizo that word "assist".
-in the developmaent of trade between Canada
and other nations, and

(b) to assist-

Again that word is uscd.
-pesons in Canada

(i) to obtain good-s and commodities f ruru
outside Canada; and

(,ii) to dispose of goods and commodities tliat
are available for export from Canada.

In otiier words, the primary purpose for
which that corporation ivas set up was to
assist private firms to dovelop import anti
oxport trade. The Minister of Trade anti
Commerce limiself explained that last year
on July 5. I am now quoting from page
3192 of Hansard, where he said:

In general, tue corporation acts oniy as ari
agent and does not of itseif initiate purchases ini
Canada.

By tue way, if I am incorrect in any of
mny statenients as I proceed. 1 shahl ho giad
to have tbe Minister of Trade and Commerce
correct me. Thon, as the lion. member for
Carleton (Mr. Bouclher) clearly pointed out
in lus speech. the Canadian Conmmercial
Corporation Act provided that tbe corpora-
tion was to continue in existence for only a
limited period of time. It is a temporary
corporation. It expires in 1949.

Now for the first timne this crown company
is given the job of buying, manufacturing,
producing and constructing goods and projects
for the Department of National Dofence.
The section rends:

The corporation may, as dirccted by the min-
ister, exercise and perform on behaîf of the
minister, the power, duty and funetion vested in
the minister to buy or otberwise acquire and
manufacture or otherwise produce munitions of
war or supplies for, and to construct or carry
out projeots required by, the Department of
National Defence.

The latter power wouid of course include the
construction of forts and other defence
projecets.

I would point out to you, Mr. Speaker, that
tliese new functions~ are of the utmost import-
ance. Many members of this bouse were here


