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Fruit Wastage-C ont aiers

miii operatars for higher wages, shorter hours
and union security. They have shown they
are nat strikiug against the veterans by per-
mitting lumber to pass through the picket
line if used for veterans' buildings. They have
shawn that they are not striking against the
farmers by returning ta work without prejudice
in the smali box factory in Cre6ton in the
Kaateuays, where thý situation was mast
grave.

It bas been suggested that I arn over-
estimating the seriousness af the shartage af
berry erates and barreis in British Columbia,
and particularly in the Fraser Valley. It has
been suggested by certain officiais here, passi-
bly in good faith but certainly without any
knowledge ai the facts, that the situation is
unot a.s seriaus as some of us say it is. I should
like ta quate ane or two telegrams. The last
ane I received aver the telephane juat befare
I came ta the house ta-day. These serve
ta strengtheu the staud I amn taking. The
first. one reads:

Lumber strike preventing Sweeney Cooperage,
Vancouver, supplying sufficient barrels>for rasp-
perry crap. Krause has only 2,000 barrels on
hand, needs 10,000.

I am toId by some that there are containers
in sufficient quantity, but here is one caneern
in my ridiug which requires 10,000 barreis and
has only 2,000 an hand. Shipping ai the crop
is just startiug. These people know what they
are talking about. I have anather telegram
fram faur large shippers of bernies, bath
ceoperatives and independent. These people
kuaw ýtheir business, and this is what they
say in a telegram dated June 4:

IWA strike called over two weeks ago bas re-
sulted in absolute deadlock of cooperage opera-
tions causing acute barrel shortage. These
barrels ýabsolutely necessary for packing thous-
axxds of tons bernies definitely confirmed for the
United Kingdam. Loss ai this business through
lack af barrels will cost berry growers of the
Fraser Valley one million dollars. Lose ta the
United Kingdom food ministry canno4t be con-
sidered in monetary value alane but will result
in uutold lass af food stocks absolutely necessary
ta Great Britain. Suggcst every effort be made
ta have cooperage operations resumed to full
capacity immediately pending settlement be-
tween labour unions and industry sa that barrel
manufacture eau begin at once as every hour of
delay ineans untold loss ta the berry industry
and ta millions who are depending upon these
faod supplies.

Pacifie cooperative union
Yarrow grawers association
Fraser Valley growers limited
Central fruit distributors.

The British Columbia fH eration ai agri-
culture wrote ta me uuder date ai May 30,
and I shouid like ta quate one paragraph as
failows:

It is a hard road for the berry, tree fruit and
vegetable industries of British Columbia and
whether even in the event of an early settlement,

ý owers can catch up with container needs, is

I should like to quote briefly from the Chil-
liwack Progress, probably the largest weekly
newspaper in British Columbia, published in
the berry growing district. In the issue of May
29 they state:

With some strawberries already being picked
and the main crop expected ta start appearing
on the market next week, the picture looks dis-
mýal for the growers in the district if the strike
tie-up continups to hold up the box f actories,
berry officiais report.

I couid go on quoting, but I just want to em-
phasize the seriousness of the situation. I arn
toid by some without the neeessary knowledge
that there are containers on hand. I admit
frankiy that strawberries are being shipped
out of the Fraser Valley to-day, not by the
crate but in carload lots.

Then there is the raspherry crop. I have
referred to there being 2,000 barrels on hand,
and there is an estimated crop of 10,000o
barrels. That means that we shall have ta
divert aur raspberry crates ta care for the
strawberry crop.

I can quote Donald Gardon, whose name is
known ta a few hon. members, in confirmation
of what I say, speaking under date af April 30.

We know th-at the gavernment canuot do
the impossible, and we cannat expeet crates or
barreis ta be produced aver-night. The
farmers are 'reasonable and know that that
cannot be done. It may not be known ta
sonne hon. members that the only farm. pro-
duce that I know af in Canada which has flot
been allowed ta maintain its market is the
small fruits. We have neyer been allowed ta
ship ta the United States; aur fruit has been
allocated ta eastern markets and ta Great
Britamn. We have no particular quarrel
with that, although we want ta maintain aur
markets.

I want ta make a suggestion ta the goveru-
ment. T-here is one possible way af meeting
the shortage af containers now. We are in a
position ta seli aur fruits ta the United States.
and they wiil supply the containers if we are
granted an export permit. But naturally the
Americans must know to-day if they can re-
ceive aur fruit-I amn speaking of the rasp-
berry crop-so that they can make their
arrangements ta seud up the containers. We
have plenty of containers to-day but the
officiais overlook the fact that the present
expectations are for a very large crop of
raspberries this year. If1 we are ta be granted
an export permit to ship ta the United States
it must be doue immediately sa that the


