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preference mean to the average farmer in
Saskatchewan who produces say 5,000 bushels
of wheat. It means that when that wheat is
delivered at Liverpool, ci.f., he would have
an advantage of $300 over wheat from
Russia or any other country. If that $300
is absorbed by a dumping process, then Great
Britain has agreed to put in force an embargo
against the dumping country. That possi-
bility of an embargo, I claim, is the main
strength of these agreements.

If I had time I could refer to bacon and ham
and dairy products. The possible increase in
hogs alone in western Canada is important.
If, for instance, 300,000 farmers in the west
increase their hog production by only ten
each, it would mean a possible increase of
3,000,000 hogs, and that would be our quota.
I want to make this point clear. We in west-
ern Canada—I know whereof I speak, and I
think the hon. member for Last Mountain
(Mr. Butcher) will bear me out—can market
our coarse grains and wheat in the form of
hogs and steers and average sixty cents a
bushel if we can obtain five cents a pound on
the hoof for the hog or the steer. That is
what we want.

My time is short; I cannot deal at length
with these items, but I want to say that the
removal of the cattle embargo is a wonderful
thing for the ranchers in western Canada,
and to the hon. Minister of Agriculture (Mr.
Weir) we must give the credit for that. We
know that in 1930 we exported in the neigh-
bourhood of 30,000 head, within a year after
he came into office. I would ask the hon.
ex-Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Motherwell)
how many were exported in 1928 and 1929
when he was in office? Not one.

I was going to dwell a little on what we
have offered Great Britain, but I shall not take
time for that. Let me say, however, that these
agreements may be the means of causing the
farmers in western Canada to change their
system of agriculture. They may lead to
smaller farms and intensified farming, which
will be a good thing, tending to more stable
husbandry and happier and more contented
homes.

I will only refer briefly to the possibilities of
diversion of trade from the United States to
Great Britain, amounting to some $50,000,000.
The Prime Minister referred to that, and we
know it would be a tremendously good thing.
These agreements work to the interest of the
producer. The Prime Minister and his associ-
ates went to this imperial conference well
prepared, and I think the results reflect great
credit upon them. We have reason to be
proud of the Canadian delegates, and of the

experts and statisticians who assisted the
work of the conference. We cannot estimate
the benefits that may accrue to every man.
woman and child through the trade which
will take place under these agreements, which
were drawn up on the basis of mutual con-
sideration by those delegates who assembled
here while the empire was facing a crisis which,
while not quite similar to that of 1914, was
nevertheless extremely serious. Here in Ot-
tawa, under the shadow of the peace tower,
those serious minded delegates, representing
one quarter of the world’s population and
area, gathered around a conference table and
decided to take this step in an endeavour to
save the empire.

I had intended to speak for a few moments
on the currency problem, but I will not take
up that question beyond saying that it is a
problem with which all countries are wrestling
today. Many policies have been suggested;
some of them are very good, especially those
which would stabilize the pound and the
dollar, yet I think we must agree that there
are advantages and disadvantages to be
weighed before any serious step can be taken.

In conclusion let me say that the farmers
of Saskatchewan, who for the last two or three
years have been passing through trials, hard-
ships and privations which they will not soon
forget, want us in this House of Commons to
stop—I was going to say this claptrap, but
since I criticized an hon. member opposite for
using a similar term I will not do so—this
debate and get down to business. Let us
give the farmers of western Canada a chance.
I venture to say they are not downhearted,
and I am sure they will continue to show the
courage and fortitude that has stood them in
good stead in the past, and will endeavour to
play their part in building a bigger and better
Canada and a bigger and better empire.

Mr. ST-PERE (Hochelaga) (Translation):
Mr. Speaker—

Mr. COWAN (Long Lake) (Text): Oh,
my lord.

Mr. ST-PERE (Text): What is the idea?
The hon. gentleman does not seem to like
French. Does he not remember that both
languages are official in this house? ILet him
do as I did. I had to learn English; why does
he not learn French?

(Translation) : The Imperial economic con-
ference at Ottawa has completed its work.
If the English people have not taken all the
interest which they devoted to the conversion
of the war loan, we must remember that all
the nations are watching the proceedings
taking place in the capital of Canada, whence



