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and thýat we were in a peculiarly happy posi-
tion of beinig niblie to interpret. the views and
opinions of other connitries to one anoither.
As he spoke, I thou'ght of a remark a friend.
of mine rfqcently made respecting Canada's
position in that connection.

We are as intimately associated as possible
with Great Brîtain; we are ail part of the
British Empire; we are sill one in the
political institutions we possess, and we are
ail one in our sillegiance, our loyalty
and our sovereignty. In regard ta France
~we are in the exceptional position of
being related by kinship, by past tradition,
by sentiment anrd by language in large part.
We have with France an asisociation that no
other country in the world begins to parallel.
In regard to the United States we are sa
situatcd geographicaily that between us we
occupy practically the whole of this continent.
Our people are travelling back and forth
s-cross an invisible uine and I imagine we in
Canada understand the people of the United
States better than they are umderstood by
the people of any other country in the world.
There again wa are in a happy position with
respect to aur neighbour. Now it oo happens
that Japan is aur neanTest neighbour acros
the Pacifie. Thus as a country we are rJttl-
ated, so to speak, in the centra of the fouir
great powcrs that -are instrumental in con-
trol'ling world affairs as f ar as they relate to
peace and war. In connection with the in-
vitation that wae issued by the United
States in respect to the renunciaition oif
,war, that invitation wa.s issued in the
first instance to Great Britain, France and
Japan as three of the great powers. Wa are
in the happy position of having this close
relationship and association wîth aIl of thosa
great, powers and one of the strongest argu-
ments that could be urged for the opening
of legations in those coun tries is that it will
enable us as Canadians to gain the attention
of those counitries on matters that aire of
toncern ta our imffmediate neiglibours, ta gain
a knowledge of the problemns that are affect-
ing themi in relation ta the problerna that
affeot ourselves and that it will put us in a
position ta exercise, in a manner that will be
hielpful ta ail, that exceptionai knowledge
which we may corne to poss in this way
and the exoeptional oppo>rtunàity whi'ch je ours
as welI.

May 1, just ta hsurry along, refer to the
other pointa which rny hon. friend bai brought
up? Re naid that the alternatives as ta the
future of Canada were alternatives of in-
dependence anmd continuance li the British

Empire. I hope my hon. friend in his re-
marks did not, wish to infer-and I do not
think ha did-that in taking a step of this
kind thare was anything whioh savourad of
a dasire for indapendenca on the part of this
country.

Sir GEORGE PERLEY: I liad no idea of
suggesting that the right hon. gentleman haed
any desire for independence, but I did say
that I thought this path hie was taking, if
followad through, would Iead there.

MTr. MACKENZIE KING: My hion. friend
is straying up the wrong path when hie
speaks in that way. 1 submait, that quite
the contrary is tha case. I submait týhat
the action which the government is taking
is along a line which is going ta help to main-
tain our raationship within the British Em-
pire, a lina which might, I think corne to be
directed in another way wara we to pursue
the avenue that my hon, friand has been ad-
vocating. That point I want to make par-
fectly clear in deaiing with these questions
of foreign relations and we might as well face
tha broad issue at once. We are as respects
methods of representation face. to face with
the alternatives hae has suggested. One is the
old conception of a cantralizad single contrai,
no matter by wha.t other namne you may de-
scribe it. Tha othar is the met.hnd of a joint
controi. Tha centralized contrai conception
had its day for soma years in the advocacy of
an impariai parliament by imperial federation-
ists. Anycne who opposad the idea of an
iroperiai parliament was dascribad as a
saparatist or out for independence just because
ha could not approva a parliament highiy
centralized. To-d-ay you will not find any
anivocates of imperial fadaration. Then the
next attempt we had was ta bring about an
imperiai council, ta hava sorna body sitting in
London as a couneil which wouid ha able ta
control the affairs of the empira. 1 doubt
very much whether anyone to-day would
advaeate that rnethod of centraiized contraI.
Now there is proposed another stop in the
saine direction. My hion. friand would have
us represented in differant parts of the world
by one of those oeutralized bodies who
would siet for the whoie. The way ta
maintain the British Empire in its foreign
relations is nat b3r monopoly of contrai on
the part of amy one part of the empire, but
by a joint control on the part of ail.

Sir GEORGE PERLEY: I was advocating
joint contrai.


