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an administration that purported to act as
an administration before the Bousp 'had fune-
tioned a.s such. TUhe only method 1 know of
under our rides is rbhe method I have just sug-
gested: the governiment moves the Address
in reply to the Speech from tihe Throite and,
if there is any opposition, the opposing party
moves an amend'ment thereto. That is the
manner in which the position of the govern-
ment ise vindicated. The point of order
taken by the leader of the opposition (Mr.
Meighen), t.hat no notice having been given
the motion is flot in order, is, it seems to me,
perfectly weIl taken. The matter is a very
simple one, for the rudes of the buse ýclýes.rly
determine that a motion of this character
shall be considered by the Ho use only a'tr
notice has been duly given, so that every hon.
member of this tribunal may Ibave an oppor-
tunity of considering just what hie is called
u-pon to decide. That is why notice is neces-
sary. No notice having been given in the
present instance, it is clear that the rides of
the Bouse -have flot been observed; and that
being the case the 'motion is out of order.
That is the point whioh is now under con-
sideration.

Hlon. E. M. MACDONALD (Minister of
National Defence): My hion. friend front
West Calgary (Mr. Bennett) has well oh-
served that the only question before the
House is a point of order raised by the right
hon. the leader of the opposition (Mr.
Meighen). It is rather singular that the right
hon, gentlemen, just as hion. members were
Ieaving titis chamber to attend upon Bis
Excellency, handed to my hon. friend who
is leading the Bouse at present i(Mr. La-
pointe) a copy of a resolution which hie in-
tended to move but which was nothing more
nor less than -the negative of the motion
which has been actually proposed. My right
hon. friend evidently thought that hie was
going to be in order without having given
notice.

*Some hon. MEMBERS: No.

Mr. MACDONALD (Antigonish-Guys-
borough): Then what did lie mean by hand-
ing to the Minister of Justice that copy of
bis resoliition? Yesterday my right hon. friend
observed that there was no government. Well,
we want to know as a government whether or
not we have the confidence of the IBouse;
and by virtue of the privilege which is usuiiily
exercised when a bill pro forma is introduced
before the consideration of the Speech front
the Throne is entered upon we have at the
present time the right to submnit this motion
to the JIlouse. Under the circumstances i con-

[Mr. Bennett.]

tend that the motion is in order without
notice.

Mr. MEIGHEN: I rise, Mr. Speaker, not
to labour that point of order, for no one has
seit,usly contended that it is not well taken,
but merely to make a statement svith rcference
to the words of the erstwhihe Minister of
National ýDefence (Mr. Macdonald) referring
to a notice 1 gave the leadýýr of the group
opposite (Mr. Lapointe) immpdiately after
tbree o'clock. 1 have no doubt that the
Bouse will contrast the conduct I obsr'rved
wvitli the conduct of the government. Between
three o'chock and the removal of hon. ment-
bers to the Sonate chamber, I gave the leader
in this Bouse of the government party notice
of an amendinent which. I proposed to move.
The opening paragraph read as fohlows:

The followving motion will be made by Mr. Meighen
ait the first avallabie epportumity:

You wilh observe that I stated "the first
avaihahie opportunity." How could it have
been stated otherwise? Knowing whom we
hiad opposite us, how did we know what they
were going to do? To-day they have sought
to override the rules of parliament, as for two
months or more they have sought to overrîde
the vote of the people. I now put on record
the amendmnent, of which they had approxi-
mateIy an hour's notice, and I do so, merely
in an exphanatory way. The Bouse wiIl ob-
serve that I arn not moving the amendment
now; 1 ain simply standing on my point of
order.

Moved in amiendment by Mr. Meighen;
Seconded by Mr.
That ail lIhe words after the word "ýthet" be struck

out andi the foglo'wing substituted tiherofor:
la the laie genemil eleciion, the candidates of His

Exceiieney'e then advisers, at wheee instance the appeal
te the cou.btry was made, were defeated in a large
niajority of the censtituenes.

Tihe.i nine ministers of the croiwn, inoluding the
Prime Minister, were rejected at the poils and have
ne seats in paii-ament,

That the party repreented in -the ls parîleanent
by FLic Majesty's oppo~sition secured ini the maid clec-
lion by far the largesi support in the popular vote,
and lha.t sub.stanialy the riargest number of members
of amy party in the present Honte of Commona,

'rhat tiiese who now asslume te be His Ecceeny's
acivisers have ameng thora no Prime Minister with a
seat in either House of Parliamment, and under such
circumstances are net competoat te, ast as, or to
become, the committee of par'iiasnent, comtly known
as the governinent, or to ecidress pariament through
Hic Excebiency, and their attempted continuance in
olice, is a violation of the principles and praai.ice of
British constitutional governinent.

Had the government follhowed the order of
procedure which they followed four years ago
at the open.ing of the !ast parliament, and
Which they notified me in writing they would
follow to-day, 1 wouhd have moved that
amendmnent to that item of business appear-


