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stands with the expianation that has been
given-and 1 arn not criticising anything
which. Mr. Speakçr has-,said-you wili im-
mediateiy make a certain ciass of people in
this country who have equal rights with the
majarity, aiong certain lines at least, feel
that they occupy a position of inferiority
where those rights have been guaranleed by
the British North America Act. What ha.
been dons in the past or what will be dons
in the future really does not affect the ques-
tion at issue. The right which to-day be-
longs la the French-speaking people should
ha èonsecraled ta them in order that the rela-
tions as between the Engiish-speaking and
the French-speaking people in this country
may continue ta be harmoniaus. I would
like ta use whatever influence I might have
with a view, Mr. Speaker, loward delaying
this item and giving furîher consideration
ta il wîlh a view ta finding some means by
which, if necessary, the officiai aI the head
of Ihis branch, shall know andc be able ta
lake his notes in bath languages. I admit
that il is a very difficuit thing ta do. It is a
very difficuit thing ta become a gaad French
scholar. I have been lrying ta learn the
French language for a great many years and
I have flot as 'yet begun ta do so. But whiie
that is true we must respect the British
North America Act as il stands, until w.
have another Act, giving the samne guaran-
tees, which wili suppiement il. Theref are
I want, as strongiy as possible, ta approve
the attitude of thefion. mnember for, Quebec
East and the hon. member for Beauce in the
remarks which they have made Ihis aller-
naon.

Mr. SPEAKER: May I, in reply ta the
hon. meinber for Wright, offer some furîher
observations? I hope il is nat necessary ta
assure the hon, gentleman that h.e is pre-
senting an aspect which neyer entered my
mind.

Mr. DEVLIN: Quite sq.

Mr. SPEIAKER: Let us face the situatian
squareiy. If you are ta have two Journal&
of the Flouse printed-ane in English and
one in French-aach af equal force and
effect prepared by different individuais il
wouid be quile impassible ta have Ihose
Journal. in an exact position an certain
important public maîlers af record uniess
they are prepared in collaboration and in
the on. office. Sa that, in effecî, in order
ta have a Journal which is accurate the
French and Engiish Journais must b. the
samne; ana mnust be an exact transcription
of the other. Il may b. that hon. members
speaking the French tangue wish ta priess

for a French head of the Journals branch,
and in that caue it is not for me ta insist
upon the present plan. R feel that i the
interests of efficiency and economy 1 arn
doing my duty in defending this proposai
before the House, but II would be the last
person ta insist upon its acceptance if the
House is of a contrary opinion. If the ob-_
jection presented by the hon. member for
Wright (Mr. Devlin) be insisted upon, I
wouid ask that this item be aliowed ta
stand.

Mr. DE2VJIN:* Perhaps R did flot make
myseif sufflciently clear. 1 did not bMaine
the Speaker-T know him too weli-nor did
I impute any prejudice to him, if I may
use that word for the moment for want of
a more apt term. R simply submitted the
constitutional aspect of the question to the
Speaker and to the cammittee in order that
it might be looked into. Lt certainly would
be the last man to say any.thing against the
Speaker.

Mr. STEJiN: Mr. 6peaker brought forward
the question of economy. 1 submit that
it is rather a question of principle for
the minority of this country. We can re-
place dollars and cents, but when we do
away with principles they are often gone
forever. T submit that we should not dis-
cuss this matter from. the standpoint of
dollars and cents.

Mr. OURLRFE: lU must be apparent ta
the Flouse that it would be better to have
tbis malter lhreshed out bel are a speciai
commillee. We do flot want to get into an
argument on the *bilingual question. In
spite of tlie assurance of 'Mr. Speaker, and
whiie hie may look upon Ibis classification
as something that does not disturb the
existing stale of affairs, there is na doubt
that it conlains the germi af deep fundamen-
tai changes. For instance, the Flouse may
not know thal since an earlier re-arganiza-
lion of the staff the Votes and Praceedings
Eranch and the Journals Branch have been
amaigamated, and for the first time we have
oniy one document, the Votes and Pro-
ceedings, having virtuaily dons away with
the Journals. 1 flnd that the clerks of
committees have been made simply officiais
under the head af the commitlee, and many
other changes have 'been made-changes
which. I think the Flouse couid not very wel
discuss right now, and it wouid be far
better ta refer them ta a speciai commnittee
ta go int the. merits. R might say that
alhough 1 have read the British North
America Act several times I did not know


