
1 take this opportunity of expréssing the
satisfaction with which I have learned froni
your telegrarn of the Ird instant tbat the Cana-
dian goverament and the delegates have corne
to an understanding as to the ternis on whlch
the settiers la the Red River should be ad-
mitted into the union.

1 mention these despatebes ia order to
show to the c&m.Mîttee that the iniperial
government was kept la constant knowl-
edge of the negotiations going on here be-
tween the Dominion goverfiment and the dele-
gates and ratîfied and approved of every-
thing that was done by the new goverament.
We have, therefore, the imperial govera-
ment, the previous ruler of that territory,
a party to the covenant arrived at between
the Dominion goverament and the delegates,
and this is, 1 think, a matter o! some im-
portance. la the Miaitoba Act wbich was
passed bere creating the new province the
articles of the Bill of Rights were inserted
and, as is well known, submitted to the
delegates for their approval before they
were pa-ssed through parliament. My lion.
friead freim East Grey (Mr. Sproule) has
suggested the possibility that this covenant
applied oaly to Manitoba. Now it applied
to the entire new territory. It was so un-
derstood by ail parties treating during the
negotiations and, ns a matter of fact, effect
was given, to the covenant and the ag-ree-
ment arrived at as soon as possible after
the delegates a! the Dominion had agreed and
that question bas neyer been raised since.
As a niatter o! fact wille the delegates
were deliberating with the Dominion min-
isters there was no certainty as to the crea-
tie~n of the province of Manitoba with its
present limits. Correspondeniee which 1
need not read here shows, and it is a fact
o! hi§tory that it was supposed when the
new territory o! Rupert's Land was 'takea
possession of, when delegates caine down
here, that one goverament, either a provin-
cial or some kind of goverament, would be
orgailized for the wbole niew territory, a.nd
it was &aly after tile delegates hiad stipu-
lated for their rigihts that the limits o! the
new province of Manitoba were settled up-
on. As a matter of fact at that period
the Red River settlers as they were called,
were the' only white civilized people la -the
whole of RupeTt's Land. The country
back o! that, wibichbad been discovered
was hunted over, ihabited by Indians, but
there were there simp]y occasionai travel-
]ers freim the Red River and the whole ter-
ritory was known as Rupert's Land. I
submit that the whole o! that ter-
ritory bas to be considered and was nder-
,stood by the Dominion government as corn-
ing under ai the protective clauses stipu-
latedfoi la the Bill o! Rights. and it was
se understood. as my bion. friend from Beau-
barnois (-Mr. Bergeron) mentions, by the
British government. A careful perusal of
the niegotiations, o! the despatches and of
the letters, heaves no doubt upon that point.

The Nlaniitoba Bill was carried througb the
House and when sections 22 and 23 are te
be found, the stipulations concerning the
educational systeni and language. 1 shall
read section 23 of the Manitoba Act which
remained in force until it was abohished by
the provincial legisl.ature in 1890. ýThis is
the section

Either the English or the French language
may be used by any person ia the debates of
the Houses of the legisiature and both these
languages ýshall be used la the respective re-
cords and journals of both Houses and either
of these languages rnay be used by any person
or in any pleading or process in or issuing froni
any ccurt of Canada established under the
British North America Act, 1867, or la or from
any or ail of the courts of the province. The
Acits of the legisiature shali be printed and
publîsheid in both of these langýuages.

Duriag the fixrst five years of the rule of
the Dominion over -the Northwest Terri-
tories provision was made for the admin-
istration of these Territories by tel poqrary
Aets whicb 1 shal nlot refer te. In 1875,
und-er the Mackenzie government, it was
determined to establish there a stabie, re-
gular goverament with a certain amojint of
autoaomy, although even, these organiza-
tiens with their automy were stili kept
Uader the control of the provincial legisia-
ture. Mr. Mackenzie caused the adoption
of the statute 38 Victoria, chapter 49, and
In that legisiation, unýder article 2, will be
fopund a stipulation or a provision ia regard
ta separate sehools ; but in the statute oif
1875 there was ao provision of the nature
referred to la section 23 of the Manitoba
Act in regard to the reservation of the
French language. It was an oversight
'which parliameat repaired Ia 1877. 1 re-
ferred ta the Act passed In 1877 whlch pro-
vides as fallows

Elther the English or the French language
may be used by any person la the debates o!
the said council and la the proceedings before
the said courts, and both these languages shahl
be used la the records and journals of the said
councul and the ordinantes of the said councul
shahl be printed la both these languages.

iu 1880, thue dîfferent Acts concerning the
Territories were revised by the statute 43
Victoria, chapter 35. Article 94 of that sta-
tute contails the sanie disposition ha regard
to the French language which Is to be
found la the statute of 1877. In 1890, the
Manitoba leg-Isiature adopted *an Act ajbol-
ishing the French language. That Act was
not disallowed. I may say here at once,
to anybody who would suggest to me that
disallowance should have been made, that
I do nlot deny that. We are dealing with
ciricunistances as tbey exist to-day and con-
slequently 1 do not think it is an aaswer
to the argument which 1 am at present
submitting to the committee to say thet
there wa-s no disallowance, because those
who had the power dîd flot choose to pre-
vent that provincial legislation, clearly ni-
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