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Mr. TUFPER. I would suggest that the hon, gentleman

should wait until we get through the Bill and then present
that as a substantive clause.

Mr. WELSH. Very weklH but you see the position you
are putting a sbip owner, and master in. He takes his
cargo:from .ote port audhe arrives, at another, where he is
subject to another offier comingoný board who says to him:
"Give me-Sà or 810, or I will report you."

Mr. O'BRIEN. There were a number of petitiens pre-
sented to this House by the Knights of Labor from ail parts
of the country, in the early part of the Sbssion, everyone
of which contained a special request to Parliament on the
subjeot of the safety' of sailors on-,the inland waters, and
special stress was laid onthe load line and some other par.
tiounars. It shows how much iiterest is felt in the subject
when this important body should have taken the matter up-
as they did. I thi'nk the trouble on the iniand waters is
not so much from bad loading as from the class of vessels
empoyed, ami I think the M1 tine Department will have to
go arther than this Bill goes before they will satisfy the
public, as to the condition of the inland marine. It is from
the build of the vessels much more than from the
stewage of the cargo that the great disasters have occurred.
That bas ariten from the class of vessels which have been
employed in navigating the canais and are built etpressly
for that purpose. We know those vessels are unfit for
navigating the large lakes, and some day or other, and the
sooner the better, the Marine Department will have to con-
sider very earefally whether soinething cannot be done to
have a much more closer inspection of the hulle upon the
inland waters and adopt ome iule for the certifying of
vessels for the different branches of trade in which they are
engaged. It is evident to anyone who knows anything
about navigation «that the class of vessels built to pass
through the locks in canais never can be made suitable for
navigating our great lakes.

Mr. WILSON (lgin). I think the attention of the hon.
the Minister was drawn to the Plimeok Bill defiaiag what a
vessel should contain.

Mr. TUPPER. May. I.ask the hon, gentleman to reserve
tha'testion-for discussion after theste clauses are passed,
bedause that is a portion of the Bill which was eliminated
altogether.

Mr. EDGAR. Those lines are not.

Mr. TUPPER. I will explain the reason whyit is im-
possible for us to do what the hon, gentleman requires,
unless we are able to guarantee to the shipowners that
wheu a ship is retained improperly they will be refunded
al! the damages ineurred in consequence of the detention.

Mr. WILSON (Elgin). This clause is loosely drawn-
It may be in accordance with the English A, but you
leave undefined the expressions "overloading or unloaiing
or unseaworthiness "-and those expressions convey very
litile aefiniteoidea as to the condition of the vessel. I fully
agree that if we are to have that protection which is neces-
sary on the inland lakes, we onght to have the clause made
uiciently compuilory. I sympathiie with those who have

been advoeating the intet ests of ship:owNers and captainà,
butthere are -others who are equally interested. The Min-
ister ought to explainwhat he means by "Ôverloading or
underioading or unseaworthy." Every class of the com-
munity is allected by this Bili. Our sailors are important
to us, and they are as deeply interested as the owner or
captain, and I hope the hou, gentleman will see that this
clanse is drawn se that it may be eléarly underatood.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) T'he object of the bon, gentleman
no d1utbt we ail approve, andt ie discussion is limited to
the question whthier or not th labguage of 'the section je
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too vague. If a vessel goes to sea in an.unseaworthy con-
dition, the owner, master, or agent is liable to be prosecuted
for a misdemeanor, but who is to determine whether her,
bondition was unseaworthy or not ? The magistrate before
whom the owner may be prosecuted may be a man who
knows nothrmg at ail of the subject

Mr. TUPPHR. This is not punishable by summary con-
viction.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) The hon. gentleman has already
àdopted a line of logislation which attains to a large extent
th. end ho bas in view, but by different machinery. The
Port Warden's Act proVides, in the 14th section, that
vessels going. to sea muet proviously be inspected by the
port warden, who shall report as to whether she is in a fit
stàte to proceed to sea or not.

Mr. TUPPER. That only applies to some ports.
Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) But If the hon. gentleman would

extend the operation of this law to vessels not included in
it, it seems -ta me he would meet the end ho ha@ in view-of
preventing any ship going to seain an unseaworthy condi-
tion. The port warden would examine her, and if she were
in a fit conditéon to leave be would give his certificate to
that effect. If not, she would be compelled to remain in
port. The enlargement of the existing law would therefore
meet the hon. gentleman's view botter perhaps than the
transcript of:the Plimsoil Act. The Plimsoll Act in Eng-
land is worked along with the machinery of the Board of
Trade; but under.this Bill, although you provide that a
man who sends a ship tô sea is' an unworthy condition is
punishable as for a misdemeanor, yon provide no machinery
to prevent his sending her to sea in that state. You may
prosecute him afterwards, but there would be difficulty in
proving that the vessel was in an unseaworthy condition
when she left port.

Mr. TUPPER. There is no necessity to touch that Act
at present, the only object of the section to which I am al-
liding being to remove the vagueness that the hon. gentle-
man from lgin (Mr. Wilson) bas pointed out, and to meet
difficulties that have arisen in prosecutions under that sec-
tion. All I am doing ie extending the word "unseaworthy"
so as to include what I have said here je taken from the
English Act in this regard:

" If it is uneeaworthy so that the life of any person is likely to be en-
dngered thereby or by reason of overloading.or underloading or im-
proper loading or by reason of being insufficiently manned or from any
other esuse, il gtuilty of a inislemeanor."

That i the only objoct of this section. It does not change
the officers or appoint new ones or give the officers further
ppwers, but removes the vagueness which exists as to when
an infraetion of the law occurA. With reference to the re-
marks of the hon. member for South Elgin (Mr.: Wilson) it
ià impossible to state the:exact circumstanoes when a ship
ii insufficiently maaned or unseaworthy, because that will
depend altegether on 'thecircumstances in each case:, That
kind of caseis left, as every ether case is, to the criminal
procedure, and evidence muet b. adduced that tho crew js
iàsufficient. That will have te be shown in the ordinary
way by mon competent to testify, but we couild not lay
down a bard sïad fast line in that respect for every ship.

Mr. WELDON (St. John). I agree with the Minister of
Marine, that it is very difficult to lay down a general tule,
antd I observe that thié section provides that no prosecu-
tion shall take place without the consent of the Minister of
Marine, aid that is to a certain extent a protection. In re-
gard to the agent, section 6 of the old Act saye that the
agent muet have taken ail reasonable means to see that the
shiip was seaworthy, and was ignorant of the unseaworthi.
hess.

)Lr. TUPPER. That is in-tis Ad ta diferent language,
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