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I)uring my visit, the possibility of more exchanges in the fields of
education, art, sports, medicine, science and technology were discussed . Some

important exchanges were arranged . A high-level oil and petroleum mission has
just completed what appears to have been a very successful three-week tour of

Canada . It has given the Chinese a good look at our technology and our capacity

in that field . In November, we shall receive a delegation of Chinese medical

doctors and another delegation of Chinese scientists . Negotiations are also in

progress to bring a group of Chinese acrobats to Canada very soon . I saw them

perform in Peking . I'll bet they'll be a sensation here . From the Canadian

side, a mining and metallurgical mission has completed plans to visit China .

All these exchanges, of course, will be made easier by the establish-
ment of a direct air service between Canada and China . A Chinese delegation

was in Ottawa this week for the second round of negotiations on a bilatera l

air agreement .

There is one other aspect of our relations with China that might be

mentioned here . I took the opportunity of my talks with Chinese leaders to
urge them to give sympathetic consideration to requests by Chinese Canadians
to bring their close relatives now living in China to live with them here .

In short, my talks covered most aspects of'Canada's relations with

China . We explained our respective positions, opened new areas to the
exchange of people and ideas, and, to judge from the results already achieved,
gave a general stimulus to contacts between Canadians and Chinese .

On international questions, of course, we differed on many issues .

We have an entirely different approach to disarmament . They want to continue

nuclear testing ; we want all testing to stop . They seem less worried than we

are over the spread of nuclear weapons . We want Bangladesh in the United

Nations now ; they want certain conditions to be fulfilled first . And so on .

But I cam away from my meetings in China with a better understanding of why the
Chinese hold the views they do hold in international affairs . To read about

the Sino-Soviet split, for example, is one thing . But to hear China's leaders

evoke the events which led to it as they saw them, and to sense how deeply
China's differences with the Soviet Union affect China's policies on many

issues, is quite another .

For my part, I tried to tell those I met not only what Canada's policy
is on international questions, but also what geographic, historic, human and

economic factors shape our foreign policy . I explained how we view the world

and our role in it and gave particular emphasis to our policy of living distinct
from but in harmony with our great southern neighbour . I am convinced that

through official and informal talks, as well as through the numerous contacts
established by Canadians who were in China this summer, the Chinese now know a
great deal more about who we are, what we think and do, as well as what we can

produce and sell .

I spent a total of ten days in China . In such a short time, one

doesn't become an expert on a country like China . But any traveller is bound

to be struck by certain things about the country itself . The first thing that

strikes anyone who travels about the country as extensively as I did -- by plane,


