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I. INTRODUCTION

1. Background & Rationale
The importance of Asia on the world stage ia summed up by John Naisbitt, writing in
Megatrends Asia: 'What is happening in Asia 1$ by far the most important development in
the world. Nothing else comes close, net only for Asians but for the entire planet. The
modernization of Asia will forever reshape the world as we move towards the next
millennium".

One assumption of this study -is that the process of modemization inctudes the
development and strengthening of democratic practices and institutions. In recent years
we have seen the struggle for democracy, in the streets as well as the ballot box, carried
on throughout Asia. Student action led to the ousting of Thaitand's military strongmen in
1973 and again in 1992. The dictatorship of Ferdinand Marcos was overthrown by the
nonviolent action of students, workers, priests and nuns in the Philippines.

In South Korea, after many years of rule by ex-generals and their business supporters, the
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