
Q. Why aren’t diplomats who drink and drive prosecuted in Canada?
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A. The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations gives immunity to diplomats from arrest and 
detention and the criminal jurisdiction of a state. Where criminal charges are laid, including for 
impaired driving, it is Canadian policy to request waiver of immunity so the person can be 
prosecuted here. If a state refuses to waive immunity, Canada expects that state to take 
appropriate action against the diplomat.
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