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SECTOR COMPSTITTVEWESS PRM 3

HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE

3irucrars aod Performaace

The Canadisn housalsld furmdzurs manuﬁancuring FREEGT inzindes. '
eatablishmoats prinurily sopagad if the manufsctups.af furnitura peaducts
for weaidencial or household use. Tha scccor is Adengifiad as {1980

91 251 = Housshald Fuzmfzura Induscries - and 1s futthar ‘divided takz =
SIC 2611 = Waad Houaeheld Furalture Ioduatry -, SIC 2612 - Uphnlstered
Househeld Furniture liduatry - and SIC-Z6LF = Uthﬁr Eausahnld Furnitura
Industrias.

Wood furnlture actoutts. for aboue 30T of secksp shipments, uspholscared
furditura abeat 357, witd Che teoadimieg 15T congisting mainly of omecal and
plaseic furpiture producig.. Io Canada, che bed dpeing . and maccress
indugtry iz a part of SIC 169 « Ocher Furditure and Fix:uras - whareas Lo
tha T.§., 16 18 & part of che housabeid furniture grouplng.

In ‘tetal, che sector accounca for aonual shipmants acounting Co

81,4 billlinm sdch: nmpluymgnt of whaur 24,000 perscug. Tha ?urtinu of
ghipmencs deafined for expote aerkacs. ia & oo & whila 133 ths domescic
markar 1s satisfied by Loports.

Tha a::ivity o :ha agiztor {3 aqual te 0.7 of che torzl of the wovarall
denastia: mepufacruring dector ia terse of anoual shismadts. and L.4f whag
mesatred by emplo?mept-

Thet industry 13 camprised: ef 915 astablishmancs. Iaca:ed mainly {2 Queber
{45%) and Ontario (372). Io chede gwd proviacés, ‘tha-'pladca are mare or
leas equall}r distriputad bﬂtwm ma:rapcli:an aregs dod Sadller

commraities. Gwver 69% of tha eatablighzencs wmploy lasa chas 20 perscns

dnd dcedune for LO% of shilpmants while 7% of astablizhmanta -=pploy 00 az

more and account for about 50% of si:l.i.;u:weuts- About 5% of industry

-ahipmenta origimate io Maniroba and the degt or i3 important ca that

Prowingca’s economy.

Indué::f’ahipmaﬁ:s, in ecopatant 1971 dollars, incroased 5% during the
period 1971 to 1983 rﬂpreaenting an aveTgge apfual growch af L.&X%.
Production copacity ucilizatinn 1o 1983 was aheut §5% -afger a reduccien to
38Y in 1982 while cha average for 1981 was BOZ. Turing- chis pariod, ctha

‘sectoe's acilization rate, whilae Enllawing Ehe- gedaral credd of all

wanyfaicuring, was cnnstan:lr liwar.

Thn {nduatry has #egularly generaced amuual prufi:s oyt tha oasulelng
finanéial returas hive oot pade the sector an'attractiva lavestment. iIa
Remeral, Imvestmenc in the ladudcry’ has besa low felacide to Eotal
ioweatmene in- mauufacturivg. Lo recenr yaars, the lonw tara debe to
equibty  cacio io: cha Eurniters iondustzry has bean azbgut Q.13

Screiyche and Wealmegsea

.a) Structursl

Camarally, Cha furniture fndustries id majer furniture pepducing
eéugtries, such as cha. T.3., Sermany.: Franes, che T.K,, Swéden,
Denmark, ITtaly amd Cannda hava sinilar 4CTuéLurel characteriscics.
Far &znmple, astahliahuan:s with an&: then X} employesg azre [0 Zhe
majoricy and olancs employing more fan 100 are’ leas than 108 of the
rocgl tut adcpunt for more cham 0F her cemt of ‘baeal eurput. .ilse;
in general. furnituce- shipmancs acogunt fur lesd. than aae. par ‘cegc of
the respective G§P. In che 9.5., thare are some- L0 éstablizhmoncs
with Zare chas 500 amplovéses wheress la fapada thera is one.

Dafa trom boch che B.8. atd Canada suggest chat produccivicy does oot

‘aiwoya wary diraecly Hith size. Thare 1s evidenes that =fficlencias
gre also achisved by {irma, both large ‘and small, that Focus 2n
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