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against the vicissitudes of life. Pensions for the
aged, provision for the sick and for the needy have
been made more effective by legislation passed in
recent Parliaments and by action of the provinces.
Notwithstanding such measures, poverty continues to
exist in Canada. My Government recognizes that, but
it also believes that it would be deluding and cruel
to pretend that there is a simple, all-encompassing or
instantaneously effective remedy. Poverty can be
dealt with successfully and permanently only by
continued and determined action in a variety of ways
by all governments. For its part, Parliament can be
assured that the Federal Government will contribute
fully and assume leadership wherever it can properly
do so. To this end, the proposals you will have for
your consideration will include the establishment of
a department charged with the objective of ensuring
that people in all areas and regions of our country
have as equal access as possible to the opportunities
of Canada’s economic development.

At the same time, there are other and broader
elements vital to a just society, and my Ministers
feel that these must receive, at this and in later
sessions of Parliament, a degree of attention they
have not had hitherto. Toward these ends, you will
be asked to enact important changes in the Criminal
Law, to provide new protections for consumers and
investors, to up-date food, drug and health legisla-
tion, to revise or amend legislation relating to the
machinery of justice, and to correct a number of
particular injustices, including those resulting from
certain provisions of the Industrial Relations and
Disputes Investigation Act. During the course of the
present session it is anticipated that the Government
will receive reports from inquiries with regard to
labour legislation and veterans pensions, and it is
the intention of my Ministers to bring their proposals
in these matters before you as soon as possible.

PURSUIT OF A PROSPEROUS ECONOMY

My Government believes that the objective of a just
society must always include the pursuit of a pros-
perous economy as well as the fair distribution of its
proceeds. Just as we have in the past tended, per-
haps, to consider justice in our society largely in
material terms, so we must recognize that there has
been a tendency in Parliament, and to some degree in
Government, to concentrate on the distributive
aspects of our economy. In this course we have
sometimes tended to neglect those aspects that can
affect the productivity of our country, and hence the
total provision of economic well-being for our so-
ciety, and its competitiveness in the changing con-
ditions of the modern world. The natural resources of
Canada and the industries based upon them continue
to be of immense importance to our economy but the
advantages of our great physical resources by them-
selves are no longer an adequate base for a growing
and prosperous modern economy. We shall increasingly
have to compete on even terms with those countries
of the world which are most advanced technologically
in the provision of the sophisticated products of
modern life. Unless Canada can maintain an economy
that is efficient, competitive and productive in rela-

tion to the most advanced nations on earth, we cannot
have the basis for a society from which poverty has
been eliminated, we cannot maintain high levels of
employment and income and we cannot ensure the
standard of life to which Canadians generally aspire.
It is against this background, as well as with the
consciousness that the interests of all must be
fairly balanced, that the Government is approaching
its policies and programmes of an economic charac-
ter. In this same context, Parliament will be asked
during the present session to consider proposals for
a systematic and continuous review of prices and
costs in our economy.

Just as incomes cannot increase faster than
productivity if price increases are to be restrained,
so government spending by all levels of government
cannot increase faster than productivity if we wish to
restrain the increase in levels of taxation. These two
realities are among the most important that Canadians
and their leaders must bear in mind during the months
and years ahead. Measures that you will have to
consider relating to the Kennedy Round reflect the
outcome of a major international effort to reduce the
barriers to international trade and emphasize the
opportunities opening up for a great trading nation
like Canada. A measure to be brought before you
dealing with the amendment of the Bretton Woods
arrangements, results from comparable efforts to
stabilize and improve the whole international fi-
nancial system....

PRESERVATION OF NATIONAL HERITAGE

The growth of our population and the changes in the
nature of our mobile urban and industrial society
lend a new importance to conservation in its tra-
ditional sense. We have taken and are taking ef-
fective strides toward economic conservation through
progressively better use of our resources to achieve
a high and long-term productivity. We must also give
new attention before it is too late to the preservation
of our natural heritage for the enjoyment of Canadians
of future generations. You will be asked to consider
measures concerning National Parks and Historic
Sites and Monuments. These and other facilities for
the repose of the mind and restoration of the spirit,
for sport, and for physical relaxation are and will be
of increasing importance to our social environment.
They offer Canadians and to visitors to Canada the
possibility of a quality of life richly satisfying and
and ever more difficult to come by in this and in
other industrial countries. Of broader importance is
the problem of pollution, which must receive in-
creased attention from federal, provincial and mu-
nicipal governments. My Ministers are actively en-
gaged in preparing proposals on these subjects and,
in due course, these will be brought before you for
your examination....

In international affairs generally, my Ministers
regard the current situation as uncertain and deeply
disturbing. Talks are under way in Paris concerning
Vietnam but so far negotiations have not advanced as
we had hoped they might. The Government has
followed with anxiety the attempts to promote &
peaceful settlement in Nigeria and has participated
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