crease was reflected in all regions as follows: Atlan-
tic region 18,645, an increase of 9.1 pet cent; Quebec
62,895 (16.7 per cent); Ontario 81,215 (40.4 per cent)
the Prairies 43,124 (19 per cent); the Pacific region
19,055 (20.3 per cent).

In comparison with th
increase over last year,

e first quarter’s placement
to which the large Ontario
advance contributed significantly, the figures for the
month of March showed a more consistentimprovement
in all regions. Regional placements in March were:
Atlantic coast 5,976,an increase of 11.7 per cent over
March of 1961; Quebec 22,165 (22.2 per cent); Ontario
27,100 (22.6 pet cent); the Prairies 14,939 (19.1 per
cent); the Pacific coast 6,974 (21.3 per cent). The
national total for this month was 77,154, 20.8 per
cent more than the 63 874 placements in March 1961.

(C.W.B. May 2, 1962)

NEW MARITIMES FERRY

The motor vessel «‘Confederation’’, built for
service as a car and passenger ferry between Cape
Tormentine, New Brunswick, and Borden, Prince
Edward Island, was accepted by the Department
of Transport from the builders, Halifax Shipyards,
on Aptil 16. The new vessel had been undergoing
trials at Halifax. Built to the requirements of the
Department of Transport’s Shi pbuilding Branch,
the “Confederation” will be operated by the Cana-
dian National Railways. It is 279 feet long and
has ' limited icebreaking capabilities. It will be
able to carry 68 automobiles and 300 day passen-

gers.
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