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3. Corridor Concept

Trade oerridors defY Simple description, presenting a problemr that resemnbles the parable
of the. blind wise men trying ta dascrib. an elephant. Éach tourched a different part of
the animal and consequentiy gave a vastly differerit description of It

The concept of an International trade corridor Is Just as difficuit ta describe or define.
To somne, It lis a vi5ion of an evoling new trado pattern. To others, It la a narrow band
of lnterconnectIng highways and railways stretching from Mexico tu Hudson Bay and
beyond. And to still oMwxs, it is a group of communitles and gateways In three countries
graduaiiy formlng a geographlc and economic region. The reality lu that ai of these
descriptions are acc=at in somne respects, but capture oniy portions cf the overai
concept.

Despite the reaiity of its economic impact this corridor is stili largely a vision of the
future, but wi an lncreasIngly large and avid group of supporters. It does noat consist
of any comprehensive or officia organization, nor does lt exlst as an Institution like
a Company or govemment. This corridor concept is endorsed anid promoted by somne
valu ntary associations, primarlly compilsed of government officiais and transport
researchers, who have been worlclng effectively, but on a largely informai basis, ta
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