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ANNEX

DECLARATION CONCERNING THE AIMS AND PURPOSES
OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation, meeting
in its Twenty-sixth Session in Philadelphia, hereby adopts, this tenth day of
May in the year nineteen hundred and forty-four, the present Declaration of
the aims and purposes of the International Labour Organisation and of the
principles which should inspire the policy of its Members,

I

The Conference reaffirms the fundamental principles on which the Organisa”
tion is based and, in particular, that:

(a) labour is not a commodity;

(b) freedom of expression and of association are essential to sustained
progress;

(¢) poverty anywhere constitutes g danger to prosperity everywhere;

(d) the war against want requires to be carried on with unrelenting vigou*
within each nation, and by continuous and concerted internation®
effort in which the representatives of workers and employers, enjoyng
equal status with those of Governments, join with them in free dis*
cussion and democratic decision with a view to the promotion of the
common welfare.

II

Believing that experience has fully demonstrated the truth of the statemen?
in the Constitution of the International Labour Organisation that lasting Peac?
can be established only if it is based on social justice, the Conference affirms that:

(a) all human being, irrespective of race, creed or sex, have the I'ig!'t
to pursue both their material well-being and their spiritual development
conditions of freedom and dignity, of economie security and equal opportumty’

(b) the attainment of the conditions in which this shall be possible must
constitute the central aim of national and international policy;

(c) all national and international policies and measures, in particular
those of an economic and financial character, should be judged in this light an
accepted only in so far as they may be held to promote and not to hinder the
measures in the light of this fundamental objective;

(d) it is a responsibility of the International Labour Organisa.tion "
examine and consider all international economic and financial policies 8%
measures in the light of this fundamental objective;

(e) in discharging the tasks entrusted to it the International Labot;f
Organisation, having considered all relevant economic and financial fa',ctol'ié
may include in its decisions and recommendations any provisions which
considers appropriate.




